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DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS. 



CHAP. IX. 

TAe same Subjects continued^ 

^ 1 FEEL your last little interesting his- 
tory," said Don Cleofas, " as I ought.-— 
At the same time, I cannot but acknow- 
ledge, that my rising emotions are checked 
by the curiosity to know something of the 
lovely charioteer, who is driving her lofty 
car so furiously by us. — Never did I see 
the lily and the rose so finely blended as 
on her countenance.— She seems to be the 
goddess of beauty and pleasure ; and the 
trappings even of her horses are as gaudy 
as her own." ^' And if all these charms 
were her own," said Asmodeus, " she 
might have some claim to your admira- 
tion; — but, alas! they are all borrowed : — 
her's is an haggard visage, coveted with the 
enamel afrftrt-nrvXhe ..woftian-^is-v bat a 
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2 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

painted sepulchre, — all fair without, — and 
all rottenness within ; — and were yon to 
approach her, you would instantly distin- 
guish an hypocrite, without the power of 
deceiving* 

" She is a widow of quality, with a very 
large jointure: ; and, in the spring of life, 
nature adorned her with those charms 
which she calls in the aid of art to imitate 
in autumn. Her youth was passed in 
folly; her present time in something 
worse; — ailtiquated coquetry, fashionable 
dissipation, and the trade of gaming.—- 
Thus through the day shfe contrives to ba- 
•' nish all serious thoughts from her rhind ; 
while an opiate compels the sleep of the 
night. But this carlnot last long, — nay, it 
wH be shortly over: — the season of re- 

■ 

morse and decrtepitudb is at h^hd. 

^^ The little ntan that feHows her on 
horseback, dressed in blue,, with a ydlow 
cape to his cdat, is a foreigner.'' — " And, 
by the darkness of his complexion,** said 
the Ccurit, ^' I should almost have taken 
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him for a countryman of my dwn/* ^* That, 
however, is not the case," replied the De- 
mon ; ** he is an Italian, and a noble of 
Venice, who is so attached to England, 
that he spends a very large income in it. 
He sputters the language of the country, 
— boasts a familiarity with its customs,*— 
jind, as an incontrovertible proof of his 
intimate acquaintance with its government, 
he wears the livery of a political party. 
In short, he is so extremely partial to the 
English, that he imitates their very follies. 

*^ Did you observe/* said the Demon^ 
^* the person in mourning, who was com- 
ing so hastily towards us, make a very sud- 
den turn, and escape down the street to 

• 

the right.'* " I remarked him. while you 
were speaking,** answered Don Cleofas, 
** and was rather disposed to imagine, from 
the apparent alarm with which he started, 
thiAt, for some good purpose of your own, 
yoa had rendered your agreeable figure vi- 
sible to his sight, to frighten him from his 

course." " That would," replied Asmo- 

B 2 



4 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

deus, " have been a much better reason 
for his motions, than, I fear^ he is able to 
give. 

" You must know, then, that he has 
lately inherited a large fortune by the death 
of his father, who, during his life-time, 
allowed the young gentleman but a very 
slender income. At this period, he was 
most intimately connected, and in a con- 
tinual society with a very worthy man, 
whose situation was as confined as his own : 
and whenever the narrowness of their 
present circumstances pressed home upon 
thfem, he used incessantly to repeat, — 
^ Well, my dear friend, let us recommend 
ourselves to patience; — better times will 
come ; — my father cannot live for ever, — 
and when he dies, you shall share my pros- 
perity with me. We will then enjoy to--* 
gether all those comforts of which we are 
now deprived.* But since the wish for 
his father's death has been accomplished, 
another wish' has started up in his mind, 
which is, never to behold the face of his 
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friend again. And it was the sight of 
that friend at the end of the street, that 
made him fly off, in a tangent, the con- 
trary way. 

*^ I need not tell you," continued Asmo- 
deus, " that jealousy is a very torturing 
inmate of the human bosom ; that its ob- 
jects are various, and its effects often fatal. 
I shall now give you a very particular ex- 
ample of it, in the lady who will shortly 
meet us, followed by a tall footman, in a 
laced livery, and a. fine spaniel running by 
her side. 

" She has the command of a very large 
fortune, is in an exalted rank of life, and 
surrounded with the pleasures of it ; be^ 
loved by her husband, esteemed by her 
friends, and approved by the world. She 
is not, as you see, past the age of beauty, 
and has still a claim to receive that homage 
which arises from the possession of it. 
But with all these advantages she is mir 
serable ; and her wretchedness arises from 
a cruel jealousy, which is continually prey- 
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ing upon her repose. Such a circumstance, 
perhaps, may not surprise you ; but when 
I add, that her husband is a pattern of con- 
nubial constancy, and that she reward^ his 
love with the purest returns of affection, 
you will naturally enquire after the object 
of that passion which creates the discontent 
of her life. 

" The answer is at hand ; — she has a 
daughter. — The beauteous Clara made her 
a mother at the age of seventeen ; and is 
.now herself within a year of attaining the 
same period. The young lady is every 
thing that a parent could wish in a child ; 
lovely in her person, elegant in her man- 
ners, and complete in her accomplish- 
ments : but, alas ! she is five years too old 
for her mother s peace: — The one is six- 
teen, and the other is thirty-three. The 
girl is too handsome to be kept any longer 
in a nursery, and is too amiable not to con- 
ciliate the regard of all who know her; 
but though she has suflficient penetration 
to see the cause of her mother's occasional 
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displeasure towards her, she has too much 
understanding to suffer the least appearance 
of her perceiving it. In the mean time, 
this lady finds a very sensible diminution 
of the sacrifices to her own vanity, in the 
presence of the lovely Clara ; — it is impos* 
sible for her not to discover that those at-* 
tentions which used to be paid to her own 
charms, are now offered to her as the mo- 
ther of a more charming daughter. 

^^ That such a character, in such a situ- 
ation, must be miserable, will not admit 
the doubt of a moment. Ashamed of her 
weakness, and not daring to disclose it to 
her most intimate friends; having the ob- 
ject of her uneasiness continually before 
her, and being truly anxious to perform 
every act of duty and affection ; at the 
same time, unable to resign those preten- 
sions to admiration which her looking-glass 
tells her she still possesses, her life is a state 
of continual agitation and disappointment. 
But this is not all; — Clara has, within 
the^e few days, received proposals of mar- 
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riage which cannot be refused; and her 
mother will certainly die of vexation, if 
she should be made a grand-mother at 
four and- thirty. 

" But let me request you just to take a 
glance of the man who is, at this moment, 
knocking at the door of that a;rner house. 
His appearance bespeaks him to be what 
he is, a plain trading citizen.'* " I really 
imagined," said the Count, " this part of 
the town was not inhabited bv that class 
of people." " In general it is not,'* an- 
swered the Demon, " though it is rather 
become a fashion - of late for the wealthy 
merchants to grow ashamed of the spot 
where they were born, and to which they 
owe their fortune ; and, leaving the active 
part of the business to be carried on by 
inferior partners, to become inhabitants of 
this politer part of the metropolis ; from 
whence they pay an occasional visit to their 
counting-houses in the city. This good 
man, however, carries the matter a little 
farther, and has brought all his remaining 
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stock in trade along with him, which Con- 
sists wholly and solely of a very handsome 
and accomplished daughter. The father 
considers her as a very pretty piece of 
goods; and expects, from the disposal of 
her, to make her fortune, and restore his 
own.^ — With this view, he has scraped 
together, from the wreck of an unsuccess- 
ful commerce, what will be sufficient to 
maintain an elegant domestic appearance 
for a couple of winters.: in which time, he 
flatters himself, that the girl will win the 
hearty and receive the hand of some man 
of fortune. It is a very strange plan, you 
will say ; — but, what is still more strange> 
•*-it will succeed. 

" And now, my good friend,'' said A%- 
modeus, " I must beg of you to favour 
me with a short leave of absence. A busi- 
ness of very great importance to my minis- 
try, requires my immediate presence :. but, 
In order to furnish you with some amuse- 
ment till my return, I must request you to 

follow thgse two gentlemen who are clad 

B 3 
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in deep mourning. The one, as you see, 
is a young man, the other more advanced 
in life, is his guardian; and, in order to 
warn him against certain errors, to which 
his mind has a very leading propensity, he 
is determined to -give him an account of 
the early part of his own life, as a lesson 
of exemplary instruction. They are going 
to take their seat in the garden part of a 
neighbouring square ; and, as I will render 
you invisible to their sight, you may boldly 
place yourself beside them ; when, if I am 
not very much mistaken, you will hear a 
little history that will amply atone for my 
temporary absence ; and by the time it is 
finished, you may depend upon being re- 
joined by your feithful servant." The 
Demon immediately vanished, and Don 
Cleofas did not hesitate to follow the two 
gentlemen, as he was directed ; and, having 
taken his place by them, on a seat shaded 
by lilacs, in Portman- square, he heard 
the elderly gentleman begin his admonitory 
relation in the following manner : 
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'* The happy friendship in which I lived 
with that excellent man, your father — the 
regard which, for his sake, I bear to you — 
and the desire to fulfil the important 
charge which he entrusted to me, by his 
will, and to whose duties he so warmly 
urged me, in his last moments, — all com- 
bine to make your interest and happiness 
as dear to me as my own. 

'^ From the observations I have made^ 
and the accounts I have received of you* 
by those who have had the care of your 
education, I am fully persuaded that I 
have but one task to accomplish for you* 
It is not to correct your vices, for you have 
none: — It is not to awaken in you a sense 
of honour, and a love of what is excellent, 
for I most iirmly believe that you already 
possess them : — But it is^ if possible, to 
mingle prudence with your virtues, and, 
by teaching you how to regulate them^ 
prevent the generous warmth of your cha- 
racter from perverting their ends, and 
rendering them finally injurious to younr 
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self. God forbid, that, standing as you 
do, on the threshold of the world, I 
should counsel you to take suspicion as a 
companion, on your entrance into it: I 
only wish to point out to you the dangers 
and difficulties you will be most likely to 
meet with in " your passage through it ; 
and that, being forewarned of them, you 
may be qualified to avoid the one, and 
overcome the other. I could repeat 
maxims, and continue a course of rea* 
soning on the siibject, till the sun that has 
but lately passed its meridian acclivity, 
was sunk beneath the horizon ; but I shall 
take another, and, I trust, a more pleas- 
ing and effectual method to impress on 
your mind the folly of exhausting, or, at 
least, sickening your virtues, and being 
profuse of your benevolence, in your early 
years ; and the wisdom of husbanding 
both the one and the other ; in order that 
you may be actively virtuous, and possess 
the capacity of doing good through the 
whole of your life. 



IN ENGL AN 1>. 13 

" For this purpose, I mean, without 
reserve, to give you a faithful account of 
the days of my folly; and, amiable as it 
was, you will perceive that it involved me 
in great and continual disquietudes, gained 
me no lasting reputation, and brought me 
to the brink of ruin. You seem, my 
young friend, to possess somewhat of the 
same dispositions which marked the early 
part of my life ; and by unfolding to you 
the various inconveniences which resulted 
to myself, from yielding an implicit sub- 
mission to them, I trust that you will 
resolve to exercise a wise, and, which in 
fact will be, a virtuous reserve, in the in- 
dulgence of them, 

^ I was born, in the language of the 
world, a Qentleman; and my father edu- 
cated me in those principles and manners 
which form the constituent part of that 
character. Do nothing unworthy of a 
Gentleman^ was the continual admonition 
which I received from him, till I was 
about eighteen years of age, when ha 
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(lied, and left me the paternal estate as he 
received it, without having increased it 
by his care, or diminished it by his ex- 
travagance. 

*' The executor of his will, and the per- 
son whom he appointed to be my guar- 
dian, during ihe few years that remained 
of my minority, was a distant relation, 
and my god-father. He had been engaged 
in a mercantile profession, and possessed 
those cautious principles which are gene- 
rally found to accompany a life of gain* 
He l^d, by patient industry, won his way 
from a small fortune to considerable 
wealth, and had just retired from the 
bustle of commerce, with fifty thousand 
pounds, and an unimpeached reputation, 
when he became the director of my af» 
fairs, and the guide of my youth. Du« 
ring the university vacations, I was always 
with him, by his own particular desire ; 
and he appeared not only to be fond of 
my company and pleased with my atten- 
tions, but used to tell his intimate ac- 
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quaintance, that he intended to nnake me 
bis heir. 

' As he generally thought proper to con- 
sult me in all the immediate concerns of 
his life, it cannot be supposed, that in a 
matter of such a serious nature as a ma- 
trimonial engagement, he would manifest 
a want of confidence in me. He asked 
my opinion, therefore, of a marriage he 
had some thoughts of proposing to an 
elderly widow lady of small fortune, in 
his neighbourhood ; who, he said, was 
qualified to make him such a companion 
as would greatly add to the comfort of his 
remaining years* At that time, I could, 
with great ease, have turned him from his 
purpose; and though it was hinted to 
me, that such an event might prove 
injurious to my interest, I thought it 
would not be acting like a Gentlemariy to 
suffer any sordid considerations to govern 
my,opinion in a matter that related to the 
happiness of one who had been so kind to 
me. I therefore advised him^ by all 
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means, to consult his own satisfaction ; 
and he immediately made such proposals 
to the lady, as she did not hesitate to re- 
ceive. 

'* The wedding-day was soon appointed, 
and every thing being arranged for the 
ceremonials of it, I thought it would 
becomerme to appear like a Gentleman on 
the occasion ; and I accordingly ordered a 
very handsome suit of white and silver, to 
grace the solemnity. 

'^ As my new relation behaved with great 
attention to me, I had no apparent rea- 
son to be dissatisfied, I was indeed told, 
that she was endeavouring to undermine 
my interests with her husband, and that 
even the complimentary appearance I had 
made at her marriage, was continually 
held forth as a certain symptom of that 
extravagant spirit which would, one day, 
bring me to ruin. — But as it was not 
like a Gentleman to be suspicious, I doubt- 
ed the truth of. the information, and took 
no methods whatever to thwart the secret 
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arts by which she finally converted my 
infatuated relation to her purpose, 

** When I entered into the possession of 
tny estate, I thought that it would be 
acting like a Genlleman, to keep up the 
hospitable character of the family man- 
sion, by entertaining my friends, feasting, 
my tenants, and regaling my neighbours. 
My late guardian and his worthy lady 
partook, in appearance, of the general 
joy: — But this festival had cost me two 
hundred pounds; and though this expense 
was, by no rneans, incompatible with my 
fortune, or improper orr such an occasion, 
it was eagerly seized on as an additional 
cause for discontent in the old gentle- 
man's bosom. The having expended 
fifty pounds in one suit of clothes, and 
two hundred pounds in one entertainment, 
were circumstances, when artfully ' sepa- 
rated from the occasion of them, that 
were fully sufficient lo alarm the cauti- 
ous temper of my good relation. ' On 
these' grounds, therefore, his kind wife 
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took every opportunity of haranguing 
against my turn for dissipation ; and never 
failed to lament, that his fortune^ which 
had been gained by a long series of in* 
dustry and toil, would be wasted in all 
the extravagance which she did me the 
honour to connect with my character. 

'^ My worthy godfather held out for a 
considerable time, but at length yielded 
to the persuasions of an artful woman ; 
and made a new will, in which my par- 
ticular advantage was no longer considered* 
Hints were given me of these proceedings, 
and it was in my power to have turned the 
tide in my favour : but I thought it would 
disgrace me, as a gentleman^ if I pursued 
the steps, or engaged in such practices as 
would have been effectual to the purpose. 
I therefore left the whole to time and 
chance: and when, a few months after, 
time put an end to my relation s life, I 
found that chance had dealt scnrvily by 
me in his will, by which I was bequeathed 
a legacy of no more than five thousand 
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pounds, to be paid oa my attaining the 
age of twenty-five; when, \^y a former 
will, which was still in being, ten times 
that sura had been left to my immediate 
disposal. 

" That there was some irregularity in 
the construction of this unfavourable will, 
I am very certain; and I was assured, 
from very good authority, that if I applied 
to a court of Equity, there would be a 
very great probability of its being set 
aside, and of establishing the former one, 
in which my advantage had been so ma* 
terialty consulted. But I could not, 
as a Gentleman^ ®PP'y ^^ ^he chicane of 
law, to oppose what I believed, in my 
conscience, to be the real design of my 
deceased relation ; and when it was sug- 
gested, that the very threat of a Chancery 
suit would terrify the widow into terms 
of great advantage to me, I replied, that 
J was a Gentleman^ and would be content 
to starve as such, rather than obtain the 
f;reatest fortune by any means which were 
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incompatible with that character. I 
therefore put on my mourning suit, paid 
my visit of condolence to the triumph- 
ant widow, kissed her hand, when she 
presented me with a mourning ring, and 
triumphed also, in my turn, on the reflec- 
tion, that no consideration whatever, 
could possibly induce me to do any thing 
unworthii of a Gentleman. 

" While my relation lived, a regard for 
his good opinion, and a wish to render 
my conduct comformable to his senti- 
ments, kept me under a restraint which 
his death at once removed. I therefore 
took house in the neighb ourhood cf 
Grosv(inor- Square, furnished it with ele- 
gance, and saw my friends in a manner 
that became me, as a Gentleman. Though 
I was a single man, I was much attached 
to a domestic life, . and by keeping a 
plentiful table, made my house the resort 
of men of fashion, taste, and literature. — 
I was known to be rich, and believed to 
be generous; so that continual applica; 
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tions were made to me, by some or other 
of my acquaintance, for loans of small 
sums ; and as I thought it would be unbe- 
coming in a Gentleman to refuse pecuniary 
assistance to those whom he invited to his 
table, my purse was always open to their 
demands. At length, however, my bank- 
er, who had been a particular friend of 
my father's, paid me a visit, and took up- 
on him to hint to me the imprudence of 
my generosity; — that money lent in this 
manner was seldom repaid, and that I 
, should bring myself into a very disagree- 
able state of inconvenience, if I did not 
check my accommodating disposition,— 
On this subject did he harangue for some 
time, . and I was on the point of thinking 
it like a Gentleman to turn him out of the 
house for his impertinence, when he in- 
formed me, that he had brought his ac- 
count, by which I would perceive that 
die means ■ of immediate supply were al- 
most exhausted. This circumstance at 
<^nce calmed my impatience ; as. I did 
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not then know that it was possible for 
any one to support the character of a Gen- 
tleman without a farthing in his pocket 
I came^ therefore, to the immediate reso- 
lution of following my good banker's ad- 
vice; — narrowed the plan of my expen- 
ces, — saw but little company, -and re- 
newed my attention to literary pursuits. 

"Among my more particular friends, 
was a West-Indian, whom I first knew at 
Oxford : — He had married a most agree- 
able woman, and lived in all the splendour 
of fashionable life* He was continually 
pressing me to consider his house as my 
own ; and as the society I found there wag 
always pleasant and amusing, I frequently 
accepted his invitations, and passed much 
of the time which I could spare from my 
own avocations, in his agreeable family. 
Being one day at dinner with him, and 
several of our common friends, a party of 
myrmiddns rushed into the room, and 
arrested him for the sum of two thousand 
pounds. He was distressed beyond mea- 
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sure at the circumstance, his lady fell from 
her diair in hysterics, while all his friends 
moved off, by degrees, from the melancholy 
scehe ; so that when he began to recover 
himself a little from the disorder into which 
this accident had thrown him, he perceived 
that I was the only person whom this 
unpleasant event had not driven from his 
^ide. 

*^ When I considiered the intimacy in 
which we had lived, it appeared to me, that, 
dis a Gentleman^ I could not leave him in 
distress ; and that, as a Gentleman^ I could 
not but offer him every relief in my power ; 
— I, therefore, as a Gentleman^ engaged to 
become responsible for the debt, if it were 
not paid within a limited time. Thus was 
fitly friend restored to his liberty ; and when 
I dhied with him again, the following day, 
I had the satisfaction to see both himself 
dnd his family reinstated la their accus- 
tomed tranquillity. 

*' For my own part, I thought no more 
of the busii^^Si — v^ViS perfectly contented 
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with my having acted so much like a Gen- 
tlemarif and took my leave of town, to pass 
my summer in the country. But even in 
the peaceful shade of rural retirement, my 
leading principle continued to distress me ; 
and various circumstances took place, which 
were of a nature sufficient to open my eyes 
as to the possibility of a man's acting like a 
Gentleman till he had not a farthing in the 
world. 

But a more serious and experimental 
conviction of this truth was yet behind ; 
for^ on my return to London for the win- 
ter, I found that my West-Indian friend 
had decamped for Jamaica, without giving 
the least notice of his design to any of his 
acquaintance ; and before I could obtain 
any satisfactory information concerning the 
cause o( his departure, I was called upon 
to fulfil the engagements I had entered into 
on his account. This was a matter which 
required some consideration ; and on my 
not expi;essing a disposition to comply im- 
mediately, with the demand^ I was arrested^ 
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m fny tUiti, aft the' door of the Opera- 

Houee. As my lawyer could hot be directly 

£dimdy I'had ttle pleasure of^ passing a night! 

Hf al! ^J@ comfioi'ts of a spungihg-house. 

He^e, ho^vtr, I was informed, that this 

Wesl-Jn^Ail: friend of mine, for whose 

tSak^liit^is ki such a disagreeable situation, 

g^p havmg spent hrs fortune, had become 

^ advenlui^r of the first dated, — ^that there 

was not a si'^gle acquaintance, of whom he 

Had ilbt, ift some degree or other, made a 

defft^ ; nbr ever employed a tradesman, 

"iiriehdUt 0it!tefnptitig to defraud him ; that 

be hid fcft- the kittgdofiri, in order to avoid 

* gsi6i ; atid that' his wife, who had been a 

Jftfty to aM his tricks, was jiist takerf into 

k^^ejmvgfby a. man of large fortune* This 

^^01^ hUi't me more than my own dis- 

tiili^; 4nld I felt a kind- of triumph, that 

lAiM^hP had been a dupe, I was still a 

irefiSem^fi;. iThe bext momirtg, when my 

feWj^ attiv^,tt soon procured my liberty; 

afad/ Wexamitiing thti state of the claim 

igimislfme, ^^^dVised trie to have recourse* 

TOL. 11, c 
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to a Court of Justice ; whichy in his opi- 
nion^ would, without hesitation, discharge 
me from the heavy and cxmel demaod^ 
But as the engagement was 8inctf6^on;my 
part, when I entered into it, I was deter- 
mined, at all events, that it shpuki be ful* 
filled. It would be acting, I said, in a. 
manner unworthy of a Gentleman^, jtQ dQ 
otherwise: so I paid down a pgrt of the 
money, and gave security for the rest.. 

'^ At this period, a valuable iivjng in my 
gift, was on the point of becqmjng vacant^ 
by the expected death of a yery ^qcieut 
incumbent; — and a sum of mon^- niorc; 
than sufficient to pay what^ remained of the^ 
debt I had so unfortunately inpurrcd* was 
ofTered me for the next pre$^ntatipn» 
Though I, at first, was determjn^d.to. think 
that simony was not a ..y^ry g^fJ^UfUy^, 
business, yet as it would rd ieyef m^ivprn.) 
the very ungentlemanly . sifuationy . >a% ;li 
thought it, of being in debt, I \yfife ^t^rl 
mined to accept the^ prpppsfil};jwheq:>f Jj 
received a letter fioRi . an old fifiend a^nd; 

^ .11 . yi 
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school-fellow, who begged leave to remind 

me of a promise I had long made him of 

the living in question ; and expressed his 

anxious expectation that I would now fulfit 

it. I did not recollect any thing like a pro^ 

mise of the kind : — But what was to be 

done ? The very idea of forfeiting my word^ 

vras so repugnant to the sentiments of a 

Gentleman^ that I determined not to risk 

the imputation of it ; and therefore gave 

the living to the person who demanded it^ aa 

a matter of promise, without expressing a 

doubt to him on the rectitude of his claim. 

^^ Thus did I live in a rigid adherence to 

the admonition of my father^ without gain* 

ing any one point, but the satisfiiction of 

obeying it. I determined, however, to 

avoid all scrapes for the future ; and having 

received the legacy of five thousand pounds 

bequeathed me by my godfather, I got 

rid of my little incumbrances, and resolved 

to preserve myself from future inoonvem* 

eocei by as much prudence and precaution 



c2 
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as the character of a Gentleman would 
permit* 

^* The business of the arrest, I must ac- 
knowledge, lay upon my mind ; it was a 
circumstance that I could not think of 
without great mortification; it wounded 
my feelings^ as a Gentleman ; and as the 
dissolution of Fariiament was then ex« 
pected', I determined to screen myself from 
all possibility of similar dishonour, by ob- 
taining a seat in the House of Commons. 
On making known my intention, I had an 
immediate offer to be elected for a certain 
sura, wit^HWt any trouble, or even personal 
appearance. — But I thought it would be 
iDot«e cons^tent wi^Ji my character, as €t 
Gentlenmn, to be chosen, by those who 
knew me ; I therefore became a candidiate 
to be representative of a borough which 
several of my femity bad already repre^ 
senflt^. Thus { efngaged- in a^ tohtested 
election; and, after an incite deal ef 
trdufbto, p^rplcfxity^ atid; personal es^ntioQ^ 
I was returned to Parliament at twice the 



expense for which I could have obtained 
the senatorial honour^ without any inc6a« 
venience whatever. 

*^ Independence of any party I considered 
as the essential point of Parliamentary 
character : and to maintain my dignity, as 
a Gentleman^ who was to submit to no base 
compliance on the one hand^ or enter into 
any factious views on the other, I deter- 
ipined to act according to the cool sugges- 
tions of my own mind^ in supporting or 
opposing the public measures of Govern- 
ment* Thus^ by sometimes voting with 
the Ministry, and sometimes with OpposU 
tion, I was considered as of no consequence 
by either, and very often ridiculed by both^ 

** After three years diligent attention to 
my Parliamentary duty, it did not appear 
to me that I had done much good, and \i 
was very evident that I had acquired np 
importance ; — I determined, therefore, to 
^Iter my course of life, and to direct all my 
future views to domestic pleasures : — iuj 
short, I resolved to marry. 
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" A gentleman who lived in my neigh- 
bourhood, had three amiable daughters; 
and to the eldest of them I made such pro- 
posals as were immediately accepted. Her 
father had been a barrister-at law, of con- 
siderable eminence, and had lately retired 
from the hurry and fatigue of the bar, to 
pass the rest of his days on hi» paternal 
estate. — Report, indeed, did not speak 
favourably of his professional life ; but 
with what justice, I did not trouble myself 
to enquire, as I could not suspect, that, 
when he retired to live as, a Gentkmariy ht 
would suffer the tricking spirit of the law- 
yer to accompany him. I therefore did not 
doubt his sincerity, when he told me that 
he should crown his daughter's marriage 
with a portion of ten thousand pounds^ 
and a security for the succession of an 
equal sum after his death. — The settlement 
I proposed was handsome, and the wedding- 
day was shortly named. But, on the pre- 
ceding evening, while I was indulging my- 
self in pleasing reflections on the happiness 
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that awaited me, the old gentleman came, 
in great apparent perturbation, to inform 
me that, from a variety of unexpected cir- 
cumstances, all of which he enumerated, 
it was impossible for him to advance, at 
that time, the money he had engaged to 
give me with his daughter ; and therefore 
proposed, with many expressions of con- 
cern, to postpone the marriage for six 
months. 

" This circumstance, I must own, did 
not please me ; — but I thought it would 
manifest a suspicion which was beneath the 
character of a Gentleman^ to doubt the 
promise he then made me. Besides, it 
seemed to me, to be wholly inconsistent 
with the feelings of a Gentleman^ to wound 
the delicacy of a most amiable woman, by 
piittingoff my marriage from considerations 
of such a sordid nature : — ^I therefore mar- 
ried her the next day, and . contented rhy- 
self with her father's verbal engagement 
for the payment of her fortune at a future 
period. But before that period arrived, he 
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was called upon to fulfil an- engagiement 
u'hich no chicane can bafile, or arti^ee 
delay : — In short, he died as be sat in im 
phair, and while he was on a visit at my 
house. The day after this uneipseoted 
event, my two sisters-in law, brought ow 
a small box, which contained bis papers, 
and desiring me to look for his will among 
them, retired, to mingle their griefs .with 
those of their sister. 

*' In a very short time I found twp u411s; 
the one had been made previous to my 
marriage, the other, immediately after it. 
In the former, he had bequeathed his 
fortune in equal proportioni to his three 
diildren ; but, by the latter, he left the 
whole of his property to his two unmarried 
daughters, without mentioning even th^ 
name of my wife. — I was almost petri^d 
at this act of injustice. Indeed the idea 
of ^destroying the latter will came across 
xne, nor do I now think it would hav^ been 
in any degree dishonourable to have done 
it : — ^Nay, I do most freely acknowtedgei 
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that I was deliberating with myself^ whe* 
ttier I should not throw, what I considered 
as a most fraudulent and criminal instru- 
Bientf into the fire, when happening to 
cast my eyes towards a picture of my 
father, which hung over the chimney, it 
seemed to say to me, do nothing unworthy 
of a Gentleman* I therefore hastened to 
eommunicate to the ladies the last testa-^ 
mentary disposition of the old gentleman. 
«*— My wife was immediately seized with 
hysterics; and I really believe that the 
«hock would have been attended with very . 
alarming consequences, if the generous 
^fieotiQa of her sisters had not assured het 
XbsLt ih^ir fathev s injustice had not made. 
I^em unjufit; and that,^as nothing ought, 
fK> ]K>thing should exclude her from sharing 
bis fortune with them. This design they 
afterwards insisted on fulfilling, in the most 
honourable manner ; but my wife was such 
^ treasure in herself, and their generosity 
YFas so peculiarly calculated to awaken ade- 

* 

quate returns, Ihat I did not think it woul4 

c 3 
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become me, as a Gentleman^ to accept 
their generous proposal ; and I most pe- 
rcmptorrly refused it. 

** These amiable women, however, to my 
very great regret, did not long survive their 
father ; and their sister, at length, inherited 
the whole of that fortune of which paternal 
injustice intended she should not evea 
receive her natural share* Since that 
period, I have lived but little in what is 
called the world; — and have learned, at 
last, that a liberal spirit, unaccompanied 
with a controlling prudence, is an extreme 
folly, instead of an elevated virtue. 

" Thus have I given you, for youF 
instruction, a very faithful account of some, 
among the numberless inconveniences 
which I have suffered from an erroneous 
principle of always acting like a Gentleman. 
And I cannot, after all, but thank my 
lucky fortune, which, in spite of my 
romantic notion of doing nothing unworthy 
of a Gentleman^ has preserved me from 
being a BeggarJ* 



> 



' At the monlent that the stwy was eon- 
eluded^ Don Cleofas saw A$modeus ap- 
proaching. He immediately joined him> 
and they proceeded on their morning 
stroU. *' Well, my friend/ said the 
Demon^ " I hope the time of my absence 
has been employed to your satisfaction." — 
** Perfectly so/' answered the other ; " I 
have been entertained with a very fine pic- 
ture of the errors of a good heart, and the 
follies of mistaken virtue. — In short, it 
appears to me, that poor human nature has 
enemies enough in itself, without requiring 
the assistance of your fraternity." — *' Ne- 
vertheless," i^eplied Asmodeus, '^ bumaa 
y;iFtue is sometimes too strong for us all, as 
it has* actually proved this very morning; 
— *when a beautifbl woman, and a widow 
into the bargain, has fairly baffled twtry 
one of us. Her charms have made a very 
deep impression on the heart of a young 
man of the first rank ;: and she has not 
only generally discouraged him from fol- 
lowing her, but most carefully avoids every 
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place where he might have an opportonaty 
of speaking to her. Plizzled and perplexed 
at her conduct^ but yet more in love titan 
ever, he this morning determined to fail 
from his horse, as if by accident, just be- 
fore the door of her house ; and I left you,** 
continued the Demon, ^^ to exert my inflo* 
ence, for the purpose of getting it opened \ 
on the occasion : but though I contrived to 
draw her to. the window at the moment 
this event took place, when I imagined that 
common politeness and humanity woi>kl 
operate in favour of our stratagem, her 
pride suppressed it al! ; for the moment 
she saw what was going fwward in the 
street, she sent her Jemmc-dechambre^'ii&i 
the most peremptory orders, that no one 
shoukl be admitted into the house, on any 
pretence whatever. 

« This lady is of a very good fasmily, and 
therefore has a certain dignity to support ^ 
--*-she also possesses a large jointure, and 
is, therefore, superior to all offers of pecu* 
niary gratification ;~-And as for vanity, 



wluch is mch a leading movemeot'tn tbe 
£eaiaie machine, --that5 at presetA, operates 
ivboUy against us.'' ^' But has she not»'* 
demanded Dod Cleofas, ^^ a friend you do 
not think proper to mentiou, and whose 
name is Conscience }" — ^^ Oh,** re{^ed tbe 
other, smiling, ^^ let us but once get her 
vanity on our side, and I wiU soon contrive 
that her consdaioe shall give us very little 
tiouble. 

" At present I must request your atten<» 
tion to the person on horseback, virho is 
talking to a plain- kx>king man with a whip 
in his hand. He must be ranked, without 
hesitation, among the favourites of fortune; 
Hia history is briefty as foHows : — 

^^ He is a native of Ireland ; and in tbe 
eadier part of his life, found it convenient 
to attach himself to a woman, who, from 
having been a well-known lady of pleasure, 
had advanced herself to be the mistress of 
a j&sbionable brothel. Her purse was, at 
tiiis time, ^ery serviceable to his views, and 
enabled iim to appear on the turf> — a place 
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where all distinctions are ievell^, — withr 
some eclat ;-~and such was his succe^ 
that he was, at length, enabled to purchase 
the most famoas race-horse of the day, for 
which he gave the very large sum, as it 
was then thought, of fifteen hundred 
pounds; and this hard bargain made his 
fortune :— for that animal ki the quality of 
a stallion^ has produced him, for many^ 
years, a very great income, and given him- 
various other advantages, which have made 
him a very leading character in the racing 
calendar. HcHvever, to his honour be it 
said, that, in the day of his. prosperity^ he 
did not forget the friend of his adversity ; 
but made her as much an honest womim as 
ht could — by making her his wife. He 
now keeps a very fine stud of horses,—* 
lives in a style of elegance, — gives excellent 
dinners, and, in the society of the turij 
Sniites with ma»y of the first persons in 
the kingdom. In the gambling of th« 
horse-course^ in which foul play is, $ome« 
tifloies^. allowed: to be fair glay, he preserve 
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a respectable character ; and, in private life, 
he does better things than many, who^ in 
the opinion of the world, are thought to 
be better men. 

*' But while this man has made a large 
fortune by the possession of a horse, the 
gentleman with a black cravat round his 
neck, and half-boots, wha this moment 
joins him, has been brought to ruin by a 
similar circumstance. His evil staps made 
him master of an Arabian courser, to 
whose fancied merits, and those of his 
breed, he has been so fatally infatuated, — 
that by a continuance of loosing matches 
for large, sums, and a& frequent bets for 
more, together with the great expense of 
bis unprofitable stables, be is become so 
reduced, as to be obliged to dispose of his 
very valuable collection of paintings, an- 
tiques, and drawings. — Indeed, he will be 
more fortunate than he has lately been, or 
than unpardonable imprudence deserves, if, 
in. the end, he escapes the misery aiad dis^ 
grace of a prison/' 
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^^ But I see a youngs well-dressed mm^ 
said the Count, ^' with a fine nosegay ia 
his hand, whose looks, as well as his hasty 
steps, mark the impatience of his errand. 
It is, I suppose, to (^r his bouquet tp the 
bosom of his mistress, before it has lost Ih^ 
freshness of the garden from whence he 
has gathered it." " Your supposition, my 
friend/V answered Asmodeus, ^' is at once 
natural, galbnt, and like yourself; but un- 
luckily it is not true. The gentleman is 
certainly on an embassy to ladicis; not^ 
however, to carry a nosegay^ b(|t a mali* 
cious hon-mat, which he has heaird withii). 
this quarter of an hour ; but so great is his^ 
speed, that he. will ha\'e lost it by the wayr 
end give his fair friends an opportunity of 
iaugbJng more at him, than they wouI4 
have done at his story. 
. *' That gentleman who has pa«jsed us,*^ 
€aid the Demon, ^^ in a post-qhaise an4^ 
^ur, charged with such a quantity of heavy 
^^gg^; ^ ^Iso gone upou aa errand ^Imh 



¥dtt torn out very difi^rent from liis present 
expectadonB; 

^ This worthy man has bnt one enemy 
In the worldy — ^but that is a very formidable 
one }-r-it is his own heart, which is inha- 
bited fay ali those sensibilities that are some* 
times known, and not very imfrequently, 
to impel a man so lAear the very verge of 
what' is wrong, as to toake it a doubt, with 
durefiecting people, -as to the reality of his 
character, ' 

<< For bis part, he never did anything iri 
his life but with the best intention in the 
world; and yet he is continually doing 
something that requires more trouble to 
justify, than the good-humour of mankind 
•will think proper to take. The action of* 
fers itself to public examination, and the 
nK^ive remains a secret, — so that his error* 
have been frequently imputed, by those who 
viewed them at a distance, to an imperfect 
tion of character, when they arose froni 
nothing more than the power of his heart 
over his judgment. 
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*' But another unfortunate circumstaxice 
about him is this, — that while he has ever 
been the slave of his own heart, this very 
heart has been continually the slave of 
some fair object or. other. — In. shorty be 
has ever been in love ; and, by nature, was 
formed for constancy ; — but an unkind re* 
jLurn he met with in the early part of. his 
life, though it has not «hardened bis hearty 
has rendered it of a more transferable na* 
ture. — It is almost unnecessary for me to 
^d, that he has been a dupe to women* — 
He has fallen in love with a maid servaritt 
and thrown away thpse a^ttentions upon her, 
which would have, won aipy woman, in any 
station of life. — He has taken a prostitut6 
from the streets to the comforts of his owa 
house. — He has dreamed of restoring her 
.to innocence, and making her a companion 
for himself. — Nay, when he found his enr 
deavours wer^- vair), he has wept over her 
fate: — ^ By whom has he not been deceived? 
The -friend, in whom he trusted,i — thp serr 
vant in whom he confided^-r-the mistress 
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whom he loved, — have all played upon his 
sensibility, and made it subservient to their 
own advantage. 

" At length, however, he perceived th^ 
weakness which has so long perplexed and 
disgraced him j bnt, at the same time, is 
convinced that there is no other mode of 
saving himself from its future inconveni- 
ences, but by flying from those objects 
which have called it forth. For this purpose 
he has just quitted London^ to pass the rest 
ijf his days jit the ancient seat of his fa- 
mily, which he has not seen for many 
years ; and has not the least suspicion, that 
before he has resided there a week, he will 
be violently in love with the daughter of 
the parson of his parish.'* 

*' I wish him a good journey, with all 
my heart/' said Don Cleofas ; *' bnt my 
curiosity is employed on a much more in- 
teresting object, — I. should be glad, with 
your assistance, to travel through the his- 
tory of that charming woman in deep 
mourning, followed by a black boy in a 
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fantastic livery/' *^ You will then, my 
friend," replied Asmodeus, '^ have but a 
very short v;ay to go ; and a few minutes 
will take you to the end of your progress. 
The lady is an impure of consequence, and 
the favourite of a young Duke, to whom 
she is really constant while he remains in 
town ; but when he is in the country, she 
practises constancy with twenty young men 
of fashion, whp take that opportunity of 
offering their services to her. She is th^ 
daughter of a country clergyman, whose 
life has long been embittered by her con* 
duct, and is at length shortened by it.*~ 
The good man., about a fortnight ago, died 
of a broken heart. She has put herself 
as you see, into deep mourning on the 
bccasion ; and this is the pnly mark of 
respect, if it may be thought to deserve 
that name, which this amiable daughter has 
ever shewn her father* 

*^ Permit me, at the same time," conti- 
nued he, " to recommend, to your notice, 
:the wretched female, who solicits her, with 
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repeated intreaties, to purchase a nosegay. 
She, too, was once an admired beauty, and 
Kved in all the luxury of splendid prostitu- 
tion: but dissipation, folly, and disease, 
have long since brought her to her present 
miserable situatidh ; and it is more than 
probable that the haughty fair who now 
disdains to hear the tale of her distress, 
wiH one day experience the same forlorn 
condition and unpitied allotment. 

" But by way of relaxing the benevolent 
gravity of your countenance,** said, the 
Demon, '* I must beg of yon to observe a 
man of a pleasant appearance, who is now 
crossing the street, with a lady hanging 
on his arm, and three children walking 
before them. He is a gentleman, and an 
author, — who helps a small fortune by the 
employment of his literary talents* He has 
fancy; knowledge, and industry, and de- 
serves well of society and his country ; for 
he contrives every year to produce a well- 
written book and a fine child. And his 
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wife, who is a very clever, as well as a very 
pretty woman, assists him in both."* 

*^ The circumstance is at once pleasant 
and afTecting,"* said Don Cleofas ; *^ but it 
must be from your suggestions alone, that 
I can reconcile the character of a gentleman 
with that of a man who writes for money.'* 
*^ Spanish pride may dictate such a senti- 
ment/' answered Asmodeus, '^ but the in<- 
habitants of this enlightened country (and 
it is a proof of their wisdom) are of a dif- 
ferent opinion. There are Peers of the 
Realm, who have receivQ^ the profits arising 
from their literary labours, without sufier- 
tng any diminution of their character ; and 
I would suggest it to your understandings 
whether it be less honourable to derive 
emolument from adding to the stock of 
human knowledge, than to receive the 
wages even of a sovereign, for the idle 
attendance on a court. Indeed, to deal 
sincerely with you on the subject, I cannot 
discover any good reason why high- birth 
should disdain those advantages from its 
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literary qualifications, which it is ever ready 
to Fecdve for iQilitaify daties. Honour 19 
equaUy to be. felt and obtained in the istudy 
aa in . th^; field. Alexander preferred the 
stu4iQU9 labours of Aristotle to his own 
spIcHficHd conquests ; and, /or my own part, 
9peaking as. a man, I should not hesitate a 
xnonient. to prefer tlie fame of Cicero to 
that .of C^Rmr. — But we will leave the con- 
sideration rof these great characters, who 
are no;more> to observe .upon those who 
are. pasaing before ti& ^ 

• *^ You may not, perhaps,'^ continued he, 
^ have observed that green carriage, with a 
lady and several children in it; but this is, 
in fact, the fifth time it .has passed us in 
Qur. morning walk. . She is the wife of an 
hcfQQst U9^n, who^ aopie months ago, was a 
leather breeebesvmaker of repute, in this 
city, and, being heir-at-law to a very rich 
old fi¥^r,:who died without having bad 
the .courage to makea will, has unexpect* 
^y succeeded; to a large fortune. The 
g^Od . wpmaa bi^g now . elevated above 
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her fomier acquaintaifce, and her foi^Bier 
employments, and not hiving, as j&^ 
found any to succeed titmm^ p»is<8 t^ 
greatest part of e?ery day, to use her- 6v^ 
cxpvessidn, in riding about the towA'in t^^ 
coach ; while her hufihsHd, ^ti^te4 itFvCh. 
having nothing to doy and being Witho«(f 
any society in whibh he can amIuM: hi^i^ 
6clf,.envies ev^ry man he sees* sittMlg or<S>lB&^ 
legged on a dbop-boaid ^ afnd regreflis th6 
day whea he ms taken ^0m stitching 
doe-skin, to be made^ a gendeRiaa. In-* 
deed, tl^ favoirr& of fortiid^ mocbt^il^eider 
than people diii^^ turn out to be M 
favours at all. ' : 

•* Here is one, however,'* ccntihudd As- 
inodeus, ^' who nevei) will- assent to9aith4i^ 
opinion. The gm^ eldefly vms^ m tJh^ 
carriage that will in: a^' feirr Miammtis p^j^ 
tapidly 1^ ns^ is aipbysidah ofi gtea<;itoti$v-* 
fed^e asird> tnenied* enli»l«i(S6 kit' Mr')}Ai^ 
i^ioni. but wlk)se:;loii6^of <^^4i($d^' '!6», ^ 
IfidsiC, eqnal to insibisdfitill abilities^ ^s^ 
j^oo/wifibe conviHoed: dnrtt L 4<Divmt kSKl^i 
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represent him, respecting his avaricious 
pfoperrsities, when I have related to you 
'a little atwcdotcj which has been a good 
dfeal tialked of, and laughed at, during the 
last fortnight, 

*' Among the great variety of sick per- 
sons who look for health and restoration at 
his hands, there was a gentleman, who 
having been long confined to his bed, made 
it his constant practice to prepare himself 
with the necessary fee, by having it ready 
ifi his hand, against the time when the 
doctor generally arrived to pay his daily 
visit* — However, it so happened, (Jhat, 
one morning, death suddenly took possess- 
sron of the sick man, at the moment of the 
dbctot*s arrival. He, however, thought 
it right to take another look at his late pa- 
tient ; and, on a professional examination 
of his body, discovering the usual guinea 
in his hand, — * Ah!' said he, in a tone of 
much' sensibility, * my poor friend pos- 
sessed his generous feelings to the last.* — 
Tbe doctor, therefore, took the piece of 

VOL. II. o 
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gold, and was prq)arifig to transfer it to 
his pocket, when the nurse stepped for- 
wards, and, stating her right, according 
to immemorial custom, to whatever the 
deceased gentleman had about his person^ 
at the moment of his death, put in her 
claim to the guinea. 

•* The doctor, at first, treated her pre- 
tentions with a contemptuous displeasure ; 
but finding that she was resolute in her 
demand, he proposed to settle the matter 
by dividing the treasure bet\Veen them. 
The nurse, however, scoffed at his propo- 
sition; and, placing herself against the 
door, declared, in the most peremptory 
manner, that he should not quit the cham- 
ber without yielding the whole of the golden 
prize that he so unjustly withheld. The 
doctor, who was not in the habit of letting 
any good thing escape from him, which he 
had once got in his possession, began, at 
length, to threaten violence; when the 
nurse accused him, in a voice sufficient to 
jClarm the whole house, of having rqbbed; 
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the dead.— The servants roused by the 
noise, from their distress on the recent death 
of their master, repaired hastily to the 
chamber ; when, after the nurse had related 
her stery, the doctor found himself under 
the disagreeable alternative of giving up 
the guinea, or undergoing the discipline 
of a blanket He therefore, without hesi- 
tation,, determined on the former, and re» 
tr^eated to his carriage amidst the hisses of 
the whole household." 

" There is <:ertainly something ludicrous 
in the story," said Don Cleofas, ** bat, 
at the same time, it is rather calculated to 
excite aversion, than merriment; and I 
must beg of you, niy dear friend, if I 
should fall sick during my stay in tiiis coun- 
try, that this most excellent doctor may 
not be called in to cure me/'—-" ^ Your 
prejudice, my good lord," replied the 
Demon, ^* is very amiable, but it will 
not, by any means, coalesce with the con- 
cerns of life. — If a man does the business 

fv^l on which you employ him, what ia 

© 2 
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the name of common sense, have you to do 
with the fQibles of his character? You 
may have a confidence in a physician^ with- 
out respecting him as an individual. This 
very idoctor is known tp possess consum- 
mate professional skill, and people send to 
him for his advice, which he will sell to 
any body, — and not for his money, which 
he will give to nobody." 

** But what can he the matter with that 
gentleman on horseback," said the Count, 
*^ who has just dropped his whip from one 
hand, and his gloves from the other, and 
continues his course as if he knew nothing 
of the matter ?'* — " He is a very silly fel- 
low/' answered the Demon, '^ whom I 
must, nevertheless, take the liberty of in- 
troducing toyo^r acquaintance, that you 
may laugh at him, as his servant does, who 
is now picking up the articles which have 
escaped his master. 

'* With a very slender understanding, this 
young man has> somehow or other; adopted 
a respect for men of genius, and possessed - 
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himself with an ardent wish to obtain a 
rank among them: — But the method he 
employs to satisfy his ambition^ is equally 
singular and ridiculous. Having formed 
an opinion that absence of mind is the lead* 
ing characteristic of great talents and supe- 
rior knowledge, he assumes it upon every 
occasion, where his idle fancy suggests that 
it can have the desired effect of procuring 
him the credit of that intense meditation 
which is the habit of a profound mind.— 
He will, at table, pour wine into his soup, 
and cover his potatoes with jelly, and swal- 
low them both, as if he knew not what he 
had done. — He will walk out into his gar- 
den with one foot clad in a shoe and splen-* 
didbuckle, and the other in a scarlet slip- 
per. He will take a book from his pocket, 
and presenting it to a by-stander, recomi- 
mend his snufFas just*imported from Parisi 
and he will offer. his snuff-box to anothei*, 
dnd ask him if he has ever read that inge- 
nious author. — He will then, as if awaken- 
ing suddenly into reeollection> exclaim) 
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with a shrug, ^ What strange beings we 
absent men are !^-We are* really guilty of 
such continual absurdities, that 1 wonder 
we are not discarded from all society.' 

** But this man of gei^ius.has so much 
precaution about him, that he is never 
known to^lo any thing disagreeable or in- 
jurious to himself. — lie is never seen to 
put salt into his cbfFee, or to send away his 
^ate, till he has satisfied his appetite. — 
He does not ride against a waggon, or risk 
being run over by a coach^ or let his fire 
out in a frosty morning. ^—He is always 
upon the watch to exhibit his symptoms oif 
genius, when they will not be attended with 
any inconvenience. — Nor would he have 
dropped his whip -and his gloves this 
morning, if his groom had not been be- 
hind him to have picked them up : and if 
the man had accidentally passed them by, 
he would, on his return home, have been 
immediately discharged for his negligence. 
In short, -he is, as it were, always awake in 
order to appear to be asleep j and exerts a 
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never-failing presence of mind, to catch 
the most seasonable opportunities of put- 
ting on d total absence of it/' 

** Let us not, however/' said Don Cleo- 
Ifas, " follow his example, by keeping our 
present position ; or we shall be borne 
down by the enormous mass of flesh and 
blood that is approaching us, and engrosses 
the foot- way to itself. Never did"! be- 
fore behold so large a body upon ope pair 
of legs ; and it really surprises me much 
that they possess a degree of strength suf- 
ficient to support it.'*^ " Your astonish^ 

ment then will be greatly increased/' an 
swered Asmodeus, " when I assure youi 
that the favourite amusement of this comely 
gentleman is dancing ; aud that when' an 
opportunity offers, he never fails to exhibit 
himself in a minuet.'' ** And is therfe 
not one person in the world/' exclaimed^ 
the Count, " who loves him well enough 
to turn him aside from such a foolish pro* 
pensity?" — " As for that/' replied the 
Demon, " he has friends in plenty j but he 
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in realjty p^sesses so many amiable quali* 
ties, that they cannot bring themselves to 
give him the pain of Jaughing him out of 
QDQ ridiculous failing. There are some 
follies of such an amiable nature/' saicl 
the Demcyii ^^ that a good-natured man 
can scarcely bring himself to speak harshly 
pf them. Of this opinion you have just 
beard a .singular example:— but there are 
others equally innocent, which every sensi- 
ble man must hold in contempt $ aixl I 
shall proceed to afibrd you an instance in 
that gentleman^ whom you see at thk cno^ 
pient getting into a chariot^ the panneli 
of which are covered with the mantile that 
decorates his arms. < 

" If you visit him in town, he^hewsa 
portrait hanging over his dressing-rpom 
chimney-piece, which he tells you ijs that 
of his grandfather;^ and, opening hifi#abi- 
net, be presents, with great care tp your 
examination, an old half-oblitqrated .Lieu* 
tenant Coloners commission, given by 
George the First to his grandfather. He 
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then fatigues you with a long pedigreCi 
that proves this S|me grandfather's descent^ 
to be in a regular line, from one of the first 
Knights of the Garter. At his table he 
has always some strange oldrfashioned piece 
of plate^ for which he apologizes to hi» 
company, as very inelegant, — ^but it be* 
Ibnged to his greatgrandfather. 

" In the country, he continues the same: 
story ; — nor will he sufiier you to finish the 
common salutations on your arrival there^ 
before he forces your attention to the pic* 
ture of a man clad in armour, and mounted 
on a prancing steed, which is the principal 
ornament of the great hall. * That por- 
trait,^ he will say, with an air of great 
Gonsequeiice, ' was painted by Sir Godfrey; 
Kneller, and is a very fine resemblance of 
my grandfather.' Nor will yoa have 
been half an hour in his house, before hQ 
has iniformed you, that the great bow win- 
dow was made, the ^ stables rebuilt, the 
pigeon house removed, the groves planted^ 

a»d three bells added to the village peal by 

p 3 
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the same importaDt personage. In short, 
it appears, from every part of his discourse, 
as if he wished you to imagine he never 
had a father. But the truth is, that the 
grandfather, by his extravagance, involved 
his estate in such a manner, that his son 
was obliged to enter into a profession; 
which, however, he followed with so much 
industry and success, as to enable him to 
leave the family property not only free from 
incumbrance, but considerably enlarged, to 
the present possessor, whom you have just 
seen. You will acknowledge, therefore, 
that he has every reason in the world to be 
ashamed of his father ! 

" I perceive,** continued Asmodeus, 
" that your Spanish prejudice will not 
permit you to see this silly pride in the light 

it deserves : — 1 shall therefore offer another 

« 

species of folly to your observation, in that 
histy yoimg man who is trotting down the 
Street as fast as his horse can carry him.— 
He is a pleasant, careless fellow, whose 
immoderate love of pleasure will soon get 
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to the far- end of a moderate fortune. All 
this he very well knows, but consoles him- 
self with the firm belief that about the pe- 
riod when an extravagant disposition has^ 
finished his estate^— his dissipated conduct 
will have put an end to his life : and that 
they will, of course, very conveniently ex- 
pire togetlier. But, alas ! this curious cal- 
culator will be woefully mistaken :^for ' he 
\vill live to curse that sturdy constitutioa 
which prolongs his life, tn all the misery 
of neglected poverty." 

*' The fool who reasons upon his folly, 
and bids defiance to the effects of it, de- 
serves no pity. But I very much wish/' 
said Don Cleo&sr ** that you would shew 
me a wise man, if it be within the reach 
of your power; or is it beneath the gravity 
of wisdom to walk the streets ?" " By no 
means,*' answered Asmodeus; " and the 
gentleman whom you see knoekiog at 
the door of a small house, on the other 
side of the way, has an indubitable claim 
to that; character^ 

*Mle is a man of family, who/ being sa- 
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he 

chjifc zjjt ijrsasr. wed entered mto all the 
lii^ile ci iL^ir-^ LiieL Soch was the 
di5pc6i6oa of 5eir:jrccia, that fitxn a vio- 
lent love of pieascre and sj^leodoor, she had 
already contrived to make her husband get 
rkl of one half of his estate when she finr- 
tanately died ; — and he is now on the point 
of marrying I^onoria, in order to preserve 
the remainder/' 

*' I rather imagine/' said the Q)unt9 
^* tiutt \m gbod. friend has mistaken the 
niUiiir of my request; for this wise man 
mvxwt to mo to have b6en as great a fool 
i\^ uuy v^lu) have prccctkd him. He prefers 
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a woman because she had a fortune/ when 
he did not want it ; and at the moment 
when his property is so greatly reduced as 
you represent it, he marries another without 
any fortune at all.'* 

*' There may be something sma^:t in the 
observation/' said Asmodeus, " but it is 
not founded in truth : it is very possible 
for the vif tues of a wife to prove a more 
profitable portion than a profusion of 
riches. — But, to return to our subject : — If 
you really wish to see a human being who 
was never guilty of folly, and is invulner- 
ableio error, you must seek him in some 
other system ; for such an one is not to be 
found in this. I would recommend you 
therefore to lay aside your impracticable 
thecH'y, and treasure up the following 
maxim as an incontrovertible truth, — That 
the man who, from a sense of past errors^ 
reforms his future life, is, in the most tt^ 
larged sense of the expression, — a wise man. 

** But here is one whose wi«dom, per* 
h«^$^ Qoay be more auitable to your fancy* 
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Regard, therefore, I beg of you, with yoar 
most favourable attention, thjB person dres- 
sed in black, who is on the moment of 
meeting us* — Observe the nicety of his 
peruke — the elegance of his gold-headed 
<iane — and above all the self-complaisant 
smile that enlivens his countenance. 

" He is a clergyman; and was, for 
several years, as he styled himself, librarian 
to a certain Lord of a very indifferent 
character, who had not fifty volumes in his 
house; but, in fact, he was the willing 
' minister of his pleasures, and.the faithful 
confidant of his most secret thoughts and 
actions. He flattered him to his face, — 
praised him in his absence, — attended him 
in his amusements, — and never failed . to 
laugh at his Lordship's jokes, whether he 
himself or any other person was the object 
of them In short, he so wormed himself 
into the regard of his noble protector, tliat 
he was, at length, presented by him 'to a 
living of considerable value. But no sooner 
was he inducted/ with all the necessaiy 
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ceremonials, into his fat rectory, than he 
assumed a new character ; and in the visit 
of thanks which he paid to his patron, after 
expressing, with great gravity, the most 
sincere acknowledgements for his late kind* 
ness, he hoped his Lordship would excuse 
him, if he then withdrew from his society. 
' He was now,* he said, * become the 
shepherd of a flock, whom it was his duty 
to instruct by example, as well as pre*- 
cept; that, in his new situation, he had a 
character to support, and a reputation to 
maintain, if not to acquire ; and that he 
must, therefore, be no longeV considered 
as an associate of his Lordship's, unless 
he would reform his life in such a man* 
ner, as to render a cpmmunication with 
him no longer a disgrace.*' — The noble 
Lord considered alKthis grave harangue 
and solemn demeanour, as a piece of buf- 
foonery, contrived and put on for his 
amusement ; but on finding himself mis- 
taken, his astonishment gave way^to his 
resentment; and^ with a prelude of some 
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very animated 6atbs at hypocrisy, rascality,, 
and ingratitude, his Lordship, without any 
ceremony, kicked the conscientious divine 
dowiL stairs ; and recommended him, in the^ 
strongest terms, to the further discipKne of 
his servants, who, by similar applications,, 
very quickly ccxi^veyed his Reverence into* 
the street. The Christian teacher, how- 
ever, bore his persecution with the patience* 
that became him; and consoled himself 
with this reflection, — that though an angry 
Lord had kicked him out of his house, all 
the Lords in the kingdom could not kick 
him out of the benefice.** 

'* The comedy ends,'* said Don Cleafas, 
*^ as it ought to do ; for both parties meet 
with their deserts. The noble Lord found? 
the merited returni^ of mortifying ingrati- 
tude, for having bestovwed a religious c?fHce' 
on a person so very unworthy of it/ while 
the clergyman received the discipline he* 
deserved, for his audacious hypocrisy. But 
be may reform, perhaps," added he, srai- 
Kng, ^^ and become a wise man.'' " That 
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I deny/' replied Aamodeus ;. '^ for though 
wisdom may follow, and even, as it were, 
proceed from error, it will never.be found 
to influence a mind that has been corrupted 
by thq habits of low cunning, petty kna- 
very, and abject submission. . 
. ^' We will, however, make a stop 
for a kw minutes, till that crowd before 
lis is dispersed ; and I will avail myself of 
the opportunity to acquaint you of the 
cause of it.-^A poor man has been run 
over by an hackney-coach, an^l the catas- 
trophe has attracted the number of people 
whom you see collected around him, either 
from humanity or curiosity^ to inquire into 
the accident. He is not noaterially^hurt ; 
but bears sufficient marks of the shock 
syhich he has sustained, to awaken the 
former emotion ; and a collection is ac- 
tually making on the spot for his relief* 
Now, I . have to inform you, that the 
fellow is nothing less than a pickpocket ; 
and, having just eased a gentleman of his 
handkerchief, by an incautious haste to 
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glide from detection, he encountered the 
vehicle, which had well nigh forestalled 
the gallows of performing a certain office 
for him at some future period. Fortune, 
however, has favoured him for the pre- 
sent ; and he will get a greater booty, by 
this accident, from the charity of the bye- 
standers, in five minutes, than he would, 
probably, obtain from his hazardous occu- 
pation in the course of a week,**- — 
*• Surely, one might entertain a hope,"' 
said the noble Spaniard, ** that such an 
escape, with the peculiar circumstances 
that have attended it, may have such an 
^9ect upon him, as to produc6 his conver- 
sion to some honest mode of life." — ** By 
no means/' replied the Demon ; ** it will 
have no other consequence than to be re- 
lated as an excellent story, to enliven the 
jovial society of the cellar, where he will 
pass the night, with a gang of bis fra- 
ternity. 

" You will, however, now transfer your 
attention, not particularly to the young 
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man who is driving his curricle so speedily 
before us, but rather to thehorses which draw 
it, wliose heads are decorated with a quan- 
tity of branches, from curious and expen- 
sive hot-house plants, that would be suffi- 
cient to furnish bouquets for the bosoms 
of a dozen women of fashion. You may 
suppose that these decorations mark some 
particular festival, or are connected with 
some domestic ceremony ; — but it' is no 
such thing. On the contrary, it is the 
effect of a very operating passion among 
mankind ; and is a virtue, a vice, or a 
folly, according to the object which in- 
spires it. That lively youth is animated 
with the ambition- to set a fashion ; and he 
flatters himself with the expectation that 
in another week, all the horses of the 
fashionable charioteers will be adorned with 
odoriferous evergreens : nor would he, per* 
haps, be disappointed^ if his origin were 
equal to his fortune. — But bis money was 
acquired by a plodding, industrious, stock- 
jobbing fether, in a lane in the City ; — a. 
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circumstance .which deprives him of any 
leading influence in the fine streets and 
squares, at the West End of the Town. 

** This attempt, you will say, is siljy 
enough ; at the same time, it is perfectly 
innocent, and marks somewhat of a taste 
for elegant luxury; while that species of 
vanity, which I am about to describe, will 
be as incredible to you as it is disgraceful 
in itself: but on the honour of a Devil it 
is infernally true* 

"You must know then that there is a set 
of young men of fashion and fortune, 
though to the honour of the town they 
are but few, who have formed themselves 
into a club, the object of whoste members 
is to e^el in Jehu dexterity, menial ap- 
pearance, high-road vulgarity, and horse- 
language.— In short, to vie with the com- 
mon drivers of stage-coaches and other pub- 
lic vehicles in all the accessory habit^ as well 
as professional qualities of their character, 
is the ambition of the noblemen and gen- 
tlemen who form this society, — If it were 
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merely confined to excellence in charioteer- 
ing, the amusement might not be absolutely 
degrading ; and circumstances might arise, 
in which it would be useful ; but they all 
wear a livery, and affect the manners of ' 
their prototypes of the whip. — Now, it 
must be obvious to your Lordship's obser- 
T&tion, that a stage coachman, one of whose 
hands holds the reins, and the other throws 
the whip, is completely prevented, if the 
distillation of his glands requires a dis- 
charge, from applying to an hlandkerchief, 
if he happens to have one. He, therefore, 
has necessarily acquired the art of getting 
rid of any superfluity of that kind, by 
squirting it from his mouth to the right , 
and left of him as the occasion may require. 
Now as this is not among the ordinary 
necessities of a gentleman, who may be 
supposed to carry a yard of cambric in his 
pocket, to ' save him that trouble, . he 
must, for the attainment of his stage-coach- 
man-like perfection, set about learning this 
expectorating agility, and some have ' been ' 
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SO anxious to acquire it^ that tbey have 
actually taken lessons in the art. — ^The 
gentleman whom you see coming out of 
the house just before us, and is dressed so 
much like a servant, has j ust been to the 
roaster of it who is a dentist, to have s^ hole 
bored in one of his front teeth, that he 
may be able to dismiss his ssAWa in the 
utmost stage-coachman-like pefection. 
. " It is a very disgusting business, indeed," 
said Don Cleofas, " and actually creates a 
nausea in my stomach as well as in my 
mind. — That fine young man, who drives 
his Jbarouche and four grey horses with sa 
much spirit by us, is, probably, one of the 
association.'* " It is even so/' replied the 
Devil upon Two Sticks, and I recommend 
you to observe with what dexterity he will 
turn into the yard just beyond us. If any 
thing can now surprize you, I should ex- 
pect you to feel an emotion of that nature, 
when you are informed that it is the stable- 
yard of a pawnbroker, where the honour- 
able coachman is about to leave his carriage 
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and horses as a pledge for the advancement 
of a sum of money to answer a pressing 
necessity ; and some days may elapse before 
he will drive it out again.'' — " The horses, 
however/' said the Count, " will derive 
some advantage from the business : they 
will, at least, have a little rest from then- 
labours." "Not aHogether so," answered 
the Demon, ** for the pawnbroker has 
made it a part of the agreement on ad- 
vancing the cash, that he shall have the use 
of the equipage, out- riders and all, to give 
his chere amie a jaunt into the country on 
the intervening Sunday. 

" But here, my Lord, is a new character 
for your speculation. Observe, I beg of 
you; that plain>looking man in a great coat 
and mounted on an horse, that has the 
appearance of having been rode with great 
expedition,- as he seems not to have a. dry 
hair about him; — and such, indeed, is 
the case ;-^for his rider is one of those 
adventurous persons, who levy contribu- 
tions on tlie public road^ and are known by 
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the denomination of highwayiften.— He^ 
h^s this morning obtained a considerable 
booty, and fearing a pursuit^ has made 
such haste as to bafSfe any attempts to 
overtake hin). The distance he has come, 
and the small space of time he has em- 
ployed in his transit, might almost justify 
the supposition that his horse had wings to 
assist his speed. He is ^ very extraordinary 
man, and has carried on this dangerous 
profession for several years, whilst not a sha- 
dow of suspicion falls upon him. He 
lives about fifteen miles from London', in 
a small house, with a large garden, which 
he cultivates himself; and is remarkable 
only for the fine flowers which he rears ; 
the being master of two fine horses, and 
his bold riding after the fox-hounds, which 
are kept in the neighbourhood of his cot- 
tage : While he so contrives to disguise 
himself and the nnimals which bear him on 
his praedatory expeditions, that he has 
actually robbed more than one of those 
gentlemen with whom he regularly hunts ; 
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and on the very horses whose activity they 
have so often admired in the course of th^ 
chase, — Nay, he once waited on a lady 
with a present of some curious flower- 
roots, whose coach he had stopped, and. 
whose purse he had taken the preceding 
evening ; from whom also he received a 
particular account of the robbery, among' 
the particulars of w^hich was given a 'very, 
satisfactory dissimilitude of his own person* 
He is uncommonly resolute, and equally 
outrageous in his professional pursuit,, 
and in his retired character the niost meek, 
amiable, and benevolent of human beings.' 
His household consists of a plain, quiet* 
wife, and an old woman servant, neither of 
whom entertain any suspicion of the means 
by which they are maintained. He is very 
kind to his poor neighbours, and very 
respectful to his rich ones, — He is his owa' 
groom and gardener ; and pa-sses for a maa 
of a singular, inoffensive character, who 
has retired from trade with a moderate, in- 
dependent property; whereas his whote 
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dq)endence is on the public. — ^He makes a 
rule from which he never deviates, and it 
IS the principal cause of his having so long 
evaded detection,-^to live upon the profits 
of one expedition till they are exhausted ; 
and then, but not till then, he sets out an 
another. — At an early hour this morning, 
he robbed two stage-coaches, a gentleman's 
carriage, and three post-diaises, and has 
collected a sum of money sufficient to 
maintain him, in bis quiet way, for several 
months to come. — He is sometimes con- 
sulted by the country gentlemen who be- 
long to the hunt as a judge of horses ; 
and, in the season, his collection of flowers 
is visited by those in his vicinity who are 
curious in that branch of horticulture. — 
He chats with his neighbours, but never 
visits, or is visited by any of them ; and is 
remarked for his regularity in attendmg 
public worship at the parish church. He 
quiets his conscience with the consolatory 
reflection, that he robs none but the rich, 
and is^ ever ready to rclreve ^ the |ioor. — A 



IN BNGLASO. 75 

stngular circumstance lately happened to 
increase that satisfaction* — On his return, 
at the close of the evening, from one of his 
expeditions, he saw a poor peasant sitting 
on the road side in great apparent distress : 
ivhen, on enquiry into the cause of it, the 
man informed him that he had just been 
robbed by a couple of footpads, who had 
taken from him his week's wi^es, and that 
he must return to his wife and three chil- 
dren without the means of providing a din- 
ner for them on the morrow.— ^He then 
desired the man to describe the way which 
the villains had taken, and being answered 
that it was up an adjacent lane, he ordered 
him to get up on the crupper of his horse, 
and they soon overtook them ; when he 
drew forth a pisjol, and not only made 
them restore the pittance which they had 
taken from the poor man, but compelled 
them also to deliver up to him, and it hap- 
pened to be n«) inconsiderable sum, all which, 
in their marauding course through the day, 
they had taken from others. Thus he 
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sent the poor fellow home, to his family, a. 
rich one, and with more money in his 
pocket than he ever possessed, or had the 
hope of possessing in the course of his 

laborious life.* But this extraordinary 

person will not long continue his extraordi- 
nary career. — His next expedition will be 
his last. — He will then be pursued with 
more than usual activity, when the fall of 
his horse, will at length give justice, whom 
he has so long baffled, the opportunity of 
seizing hinij and he will soon after close 
his life with the assistance of the public 
executioner. 

" I do not wish to think of it/' said 
the Count, — and, therefore, I will, with 
your permission, direct my attention to 
that lady in the black coach, which 
stops immediately before us. Amidst all her 
sables, she has such an air and look ,of 
content, that I should imagine she has 
lately got rid of a husband who was a 
dead weight upon her." '* Your conjecture 
is perfeclly well-founded/* answered the 
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Demon; ** but there is a secret circum- 
stance in her conduct with which the world 
is not acquainted. The very day after the- 
poor good man was buried, she was pri- 
vately married to a handsome young officer 
of cavalry, whom she had long* regarded 

. with an eye of concupisence. She retains, 
however, a very proper regard to the deli- 

.cacy of her situation, and is determined to 
keep the matter a profound secret, unless 
she should find herself in a premature state 
of pregnancy : — If that should happen, 

.she will, at once, avow her marriage, and 

. submit with patience to be the talk of the 

. town for a fortnight : if, however, such a 
circumstance should not take place, slijC 
will wait till the usual term of mourning 

. widowhood is expired ; and then re-marry 
her present husband with all the eclat of 
nuptial splendour. — Thus proceeds the bu- 
siness of life.'' 

" And here is the closing scene of it I" 
exclaimed Don Cleofas, *' for the whole 
street is filled with the pageantry of death. 
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What a sad and solemn array do mine eyes 
behold ! The nodding plumes — the paint* 
ed eseutcheons — and the waving banners, 
all tell me that some poor mortal has left 
his titles — honours — and his wealth behind 
him, and is going to take his last sleep in 
the sepulchre of his fathers/' " Of wealth, 
indeed/' said the Demon, " he had great 
store ; but honours^ titles, and even virtues, 
he had none. — Gold was his idol and his 
god ; to obtain that, he defrauded the rich, 
oppressed the poor, and almost starved 
himself.— Indeed, he died from the miser- 
able avarice of employing an ignorant 
journeyman apothecary, who undertook to 
cure him at a cheap rate, with his master^s 
drugs. The heir of his fortune, however, 
is determined, though he passed through 
life like a beggar, that he should go to his 
grave like a gentleman. 

" With this memento moru* contipued 

' Asmodeus, <* we will, if you please, dose 

cur present ramble ; but instead of the 

•dulness of 9i tite d, Uie 9Li your hotel, I 



m ENGLAN1>* 79 

will introduce to you a cofFee-house, where 
you shall enjoy the novelty of dining in 
public, and be made acquainted, at the 
same time, with a class of characters very 
different from those, which, I flatter my- 
self, have amused your morning's excur- 
sion." While the Count was expressing, 
his consent and acknowledgments, they 
arrived at the door of a house, which an- 
nounced, in letters of gold, its fourfold 
capacity of CofFee-house, Eating-house, 
Tavern, and HoteL 



CHAP. X. 

fFhat the Devil upon Two Sticks shews 
Don Cjlbopas at tfie Eating-house, ^c. 

** This is a place," said the Demon, on 
entering the public room, ** where people 
take the different regales of the different 
times of the day. They who frequent it 
at this hour, are, in general, single men 
who do not keep house, married men who 
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prefer any society to that of their own fa- 
milies, and suoh accidental guests as your 
Lordship and myself. I shall order yoitr 
repast, and while it is preparing, will en- 
deavour to give you a sketch of the re- 
spectable personages around us. 

" That little man in black," said Asmo- 
deus, " at the table opposite to us, is laying 
down the law most consequentially to his 
company, which consists of a young hosier, 
and the surgeon of a merchant ship. He 
gives the characters of eminent lawyers, 
describes their respective merits and quali- 
ties, exhibits specimens of their eloquence, 
and speaks of laws and of lawyers, — of judges 
and lord chancellors, — of judicial opinions 
and decrees, — of statutes, reports, and 
special pleadings, with all the importance 
of profound information. — His auditors, 
who are so polite as to listen to him with 
as much attention as if they really under- 
•stood every word, give him entire credit 
for all he utters; and so they ought,^ — fcff 
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he has been several years train-bearer fca 
judge, 

^* The man who eats and talks at the 
same time, in the seat adjoining, is ha- 
ranguing, in broken sentences, on the im- 
portant subjects of British wealth and com- 
merce, — stammers* out unintelligible opi- 
nions on finance, — and speaks of the funds 
as if he had an hundred thousand pounds 
invested in them. With the current coin, 
indeed, he is very femiliar,-r-for he is a 
banker's clerk, and counts out more money 
m a day, than he will possess in the course 
©f his life." 

" There is a smart young man/' said 

the Count, ^* who is regulating his watch 

by the coffee-room clock; the fashionable 

neatness of whose appearance interests my 

curiosity .'' " He is a doctor/' answered 

the Demon ; " but his medical skilbis not 

for the use of menj but of inferior animals. 

To speak more intelligibly, he is a farrier; 

and not only physics horses, but shoes 

them into the bargain. After he has 
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taken his dinner here, he will, in tU pro- 
bability, go to the play, and flirt in the 
box-id>by with women of the town, who 
may, as you have done, mistake him for a 
gentleman. He carries on his trade at the 
-other extremity of the metropolis, and if 
' ypu were to pass by his shop to-morrow 
morning, you woiiid probably see him ia 
his shirt and leather apron, engaged in tak- 
ing a nail out of a horse's foot, or driving 
One into it* But the gentility of his ap- 
pearance remains to be explained. 

*' Seme years ago, the distinction of 
ranks in this country, at least between the 
gentleman and the plebeian, were to be 
discovered in their respective dresses. The 
shop-keeper, however wealthy, would not 
wear lace or embroidery, as unbecoming 
his station ; and the lower classes had an 
addttionitl reason, that they could not af- 
ford to do it. It was left, therefore, to 
gentlemen alone to appear in clothes of 
show and expense. A person riding on 
horseback, in a frock elegantly embroi- 



'dered, could ndt but be considered as 9 
man of geurteel station ; and any person of 
inferior class wbo aped that character, by 
adopting this or any similar distinction, 
-could not fail of receiving that severe mor- 
iification which must follow the discovery 
of it. — His superiors would look down 
\jpon htm with contempt for his imper- 
iinent ^presumption ; while those of his 
own class.would treat him as scurvily as the 
daw was treated in the fable, who is repre- 
sented to have decked itself in the piuma^ 
jof the peacock. But, at present, the man- 
ners, as they relate to dress, are rtotally 
^changed ; and it may be truly said, that the 
Bii|)erior ranks of life, in *tbis partiQuIar, 
imitate the figure of inferior station. Tl^e 
^Ute world is now governed in personal 
appearance, by what is called ease and sim- 
plicity. Men of fashion affect the dress of 
common life ; and I atti very certain, if the 
experimenft could be mad^, that the far- 
rier before us, is, at this moment, as 
far as relates to (he articles of dress^ 9s 
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expensively habited as the heir apparent of 
the empire; and might, without any im*- 
propriety, in point of his appearance, seat 
himself this evening in the pit of the 
opera, by the side of a nobleman, whose 
horses he had bled in the morning. If a 
man of ten thousand pounds a year goes 
into a retail shop to purchase an article, it 
is ten to one but he is served by a person 
more smartly dressed than himself. Nay, 
it generally happens, in families of the first 
rank, that the servants of the second table 
appear, at least, in as good clothes as their 
lords; and if you go into any of the fasb- 
ionable coffee-houses, the best dressed 
.man in the room will prove to be the 
waiter. 

^* This custom may promote the coni- 
fort, and in some degree, perhaps, lessen 
the expenses of the higher orders; but it 
is of very prejudicial consequence to the 
lower classes of the people, by causing 
them to appear in places of amusement 
' and public resort in such characters as 
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inay prove, from various causes, extremely 
detrimental, not only to their private man- 
ners, but their private affairs. 

^^ When a certain formality of exterior 
appearance was considered as a necessary 
passport to the boxes of a theatre, attor- 
nies' clerks, hackney writers, and pastry- 
cooks' apprentices, never thought of ex* 
posing themselves to the ridicule or the 
expense of such a situation. But since 
round hats, boots, and great coats, are al- 
lowed admittance there, any man, of any 
rank, who has half- a- crown in his pocket, 
may figure in a front-box ; and the rough- 
rider of a livery stable may, in the first 
seats of a theatre, indulge his vanity, by 
elbowing a lord, or employ his impudence 
in staring at a duchess. It is very possible 
for a gentleman, in these times, to turn 
aside from one man, for the vulgarity of 
his dress, whom he will afterwards discover 
to be a person of quality ; and pay atten*- 
tions to another, from the gentility of his 
appearance, whom he may, the next day. 
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8^ behind a grocer's counter. But thi& i$» 
not all, — nw, indeed^ tlie worst of it :--* 
for, as I have before fainted^ the fashion 
adopted by people of 'station and fortune^ 
of dressing in a manner whidi is within 
the reach of every man's pocket in this 
city, above a scavenger or a chimney- 
sweeper, may be considered as a public 
misfortune : as it evidently tends to elevate 
the views, and, of course, to cc»-rupt the 
manners of the lower orders of people, 

" But to make you amends for this po- 
litical harangue,'' continued Asmodeus, 
'^ I will communicate to you a pleasant 
little history, which the man in boots and 
ispurs, at the upper-end of the room, is 
whispering into the ear of an elderly per- 
*8on, who sits behind him. He is an assi&« 
tant teacher at a riding and fencing school^ 
and makes love to the handsome femme* 
de-^hambre of a lively young woman of 
ijuality, who, as a flattering mark of her 
conlSdenoe, informs him of all the secret 
transactions of her lady's particular ao- 
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xjuatntance. The story be is now telating 
is as follows : — 

** In the course of the winter, a young 
kdy of fashion, who is not satisfied with 
one of the best husbands in the world, 
took an opportunity, while he was in the 
country, to amuse herself with a handsome 
young nobleman, who is a particular friend 
^f her family, and was so secure as to her 
manner of conducting the business, that 
she ventured to make her own house the 
place of assignation : but the visits of her 
gallant were so frequent, and at such un- 
seasonable hours, as to render the object 
of them a matter of suspicion to an old 
family butler, who had the honour of his 
master more at Jieart than his mistress ap- , 
pears to have had. In consequence of 
•his vigilance on this occasion, he saw what 
^as, he thought, more than sufficient to 
justify the transmitting to his master cer- 
tain appi^ebensions he entertained, that if 
he continued any longer out of town, he 
would very soon becocme the pity of one 
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half of it, and the joke of the other. The 
lady, however, who had every reason to be- 
lieve that this prying old servant had dis- 
covered something of her manoeuvres, ertk- 
ployed the following ingenious device to 
prevent anyanpleasant effects which raigbt 
otherwise proceed from her husband's being 
informed of them. ' She therefore wrote a 

letter to* acquaint him that Lord — ^ 

had paid her a visit on the preceding event- 
ing in a state of intoxication, which gave her 
very great uneasiness ; that she could not 
get him away till a very late hour; and when 
he at last yielded to her persuasions, he 
mistook his way ; and, after making an at- 
tempt to open her chamber door, blundered 
down the back- stair case. As this awkward 
accident, with the unpleasant circumstances 
of the visit, might have a singular appear- 
ance to the servants, she thought it ex- 
tremely proper to inform him of it, to 
guard him against any disagreeable insinua- 
tion which the laudable, but mistaken zeal 
of some of his people might convey to 
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him on the subject. She conckided her 
epistle with the warmest expressions of af- 
fection ; and requested to be indulged with 
his immediate opinion, whether or not she 

should again receive Lord , as 

well as his full directions concerning the 
manner in which she should conduct her- 
self on the occasion. 

" The respective letters of the lady and 
the butler, reached the worthy gentleman 
by the same post, and produced two ina- 
mediate answers. 

*' The first expressed to his dearly-be- 
loved and excellent wife, a firm and un- 
doubted confidence in her virtue, treated 
Lord • — 's visit as a matter of plea- 
sant ridicule, and desired that she would 
receive his noble and worthy friend when- 
ever he presented himself at her dv>or, in 
the same manner as if nothing had happea- 
ed. The second contained an angry, and 
most positive assurance to the honest butler, 
that if lie should ever dare to repeat any si- 
milar insinuations respecting the honour qf 
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his lady, tjje punishment would be an im* 
mediate discharge from his present situa- 
tion. — ^The lady therefore has, ever since, 
received her gallant under the sanction of 
her husband's positive injunction; and the 
old butler, in order to keep a place in which 
he has grown gray, is obliged to shut hia 
eyes, and hold his tongue." 

** I should rather suspect,'* said Don 
Cleofas, *' that a certain friend of mine 
aided the superior dexterity of this intrigue, 
which he has been so kind as to relate to 
tne.*^ " By no means,'* replied the Demon; 
" the lady, I assure you, has begun the 
business without any of my assistance, and 
will continue to carry it on with a degree 
of spirit and perseverance, that does not 
want, and, indeed, could scarcely receive 
any additional ardor from the exertion of 
fifiy powers.— Perhaps, when the husband 
makes one of the party, I may make ano- 
ther, in ordpr to forward the winding-op 
of the piece." " J do not doubt it,*' replied 
the Count; '* bat, in the mean time, eai^ 
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plain to me, if yoo please, the conduct of 
a short, sqi>abby figure of a man, who ever 
since we have been in the room, has sat 
with a knife in one hand, and a fork in the 
other, as if he was waiting for his dinner. — 
What good or bad qualities he may possess, 
remains for you to inform me ; but he 
seems to be blest^ at leasts with the virtue 
of patience. 

*• That man,'* answered Asmodeus, ** is 
a glutton of the first order, in his rank of 
life ; he knows nothing of fricasees and 
ragouts, &c. but is perfectly well instructed 
in the delicate morsels that are to be found 
in every joint of meat. He has now bri* 
bed the cook to let him know when the 
rutt)p of beef is cut down to a certain part; 
he will then order his steak, and go into 
the kitchen to watch its dressing, that it 
may not be carried to any table but his 
own. 

** There is another solo, and of a very 
different kind,** said the Demon, ^* which 
I shall present to your very particular no**- 
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tice. It is the slender per^n who sits alotie 
at a table in the middle of the room, in a 
round hat drawn over his face. He does 
not visit this place to get food for the body, 
but sustenance for the mind ; for he is a 
collector of news, and is employed to fur- 
nish articles of intelligence for a daily pa- 
per: for this purpose he frequents every 
place of public resort ; — coffee-houses — 
auctions —concerts — theatres — and every 
species of public exhibition; where -it is 
his business to make the best use he can of 
his eyes and his ears. He sees what is to 
be seen ; and gets further intelligence by 
conversing with some, and listening to the 
conversation of others : in this manner 
he caters for the press and the public.-— 
This is an office that embraces every sub- 
ject of human occurrence: there is nothing 
above its reabh, or beneath its attention. 
Actions the most discordant, and things 
the most opposite, coalesce under his ar- 
rangement. In his memorandum book qf 
to-day, he lias already noted do\yn articles 



cDhcerning the Emperor of Germany and 
Powell the celebrated walker ; the ^ueen 
of Great- Britain, and a trial for crim con; 
the King, and a criminal hung in chains; 
a Knight of the Garter, and a Knight of 
the brush ; the corporation of London, and 
an alms house for decayed merchants ; the 
college of physicians, and the learned- pig ; 
the practice of the courts of law, and a 
mail-coach. — If a lady's hat should be blown 
off in walking up St. James's street, and a 
gentleman should recover it for her, and our 
collector should be so very fortunate as to 
discover the names of the parties, it will 
prove a most precious article of interesting 
information. The overturning of a phaeton 
will always be of importance to him ; but 
should a limb or two be fractured, it will 
be so much the better ; and if the attending 
surgeon can be ascertained, so as to enlarge 
a little on his skill, the circumstance will 
be complete. The physician himself can- 
not be more delighted at the sickness of 
aHy person of consequence; it furnishes 
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fees for the one, and articles of intelligeoce 
for the other. — Politics and pastimes, pub- 
lic characters and private anecdotes, are die 
leading subjects of modern newspapers. — 
As for moral instruction and rational infor- 
mation, they are of too dull a nature to 
suit the fanciful vivacity of the present tknes. 
A paragraph enlivened with a pun. — 
an anecdote tainted with scandal, — or an 
article well seasoned with abuse, would 
now be preferred to a moral essay, written 
with the taste and ability of Addison. In- 
deed, upon such very enlarged principles are 
these daily prints conducted, that truth it- 
self is by no means essential to the intelli- 
gence they furnish. In short, a good me- 
mory, a good guess, and a rapid pen, the 
knack of framing a paragraph, of turning 
a compliment,* or pointing a sarcasmr— an 
active disposition, a callous heart, seme 
courage, and a prqportionable share of im- 
pudence, are the qualities essential to a 
writer, who is paid to form the heteroge- 
neous mass of a daily print. But I ahall 
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have occasion to enlarge further on this 
instructive subject hereafter. You will ex* 
case me, therefore, if I now refer you to a 
very singular, and indeed amusing party in 
the next seat. 

'^ It consists of a parish-clerk, famous 
for singing psalms, and a musician, equally 
celebrated for his performance on the tabor 
and pipe. They have been for some time 
engaged in a musical dispute concerning 
the period when Jews^harps were first in- 
Viented. The first has been contending for 
their antiquity, while the latter is of opinion 
that the instrument in question is an off- 
spring of modern times, or, at least, is not 
of more ancient invention than the tabor 
atid pipe. The contest has been carried 
on with considerable warmth ; and though 
as you may suppose, it has produced many 
curious arguments on both sides, ithas not 
produced any thing like conviction on 
either. They therefore applied themselves 
to an elderly gentleman, who is taking a 
di^ of coiFee at die same table, to deter- 
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mine the matter in question ; and he has 
just informed them, with great candour, 
that the Jews- harp is certainly an instru- 
ment of great anticiuity, and was invented 
at the same time with the tabor and 
pipe, when Orpheus, a famous musician, 
first taught Latin in Great- Britain ; he 
believes was about, or very sho'-tly after 
the period when the Israelites made bricks 
for the Egyptians. The disputants, who 
are perfectly satisfied with this very learned 
decision, are preparing to depart. While 
the hev^tspaper-writer, who has overheard 
it, is, as you may see, occupied in noting 
it down, to form a curious chronological 
article in his Journal of to morrow. 

^^ The little man at the table under the 
dock,'* continued Asmodeus, " is by 
profession an architect, and is, at this mo- 
ment, employed in scooping the inside of 
a French-roll, in order to convey to his 
companion the true principle upon which 
a water-closet ought to be constructed. He 
talks of Palladio as if he had served an ap- 



preafTttoeiihip to himf ciiticisear St. Vbi^% 
-^detersiiines tbat the bonquetting-hoade 
at Wbttebally wsa tiot the design of Inige 
Jdms,*^ add pi^onouQceJ Westaninster- 
brkige to be, after all, hot a clonfisj cbam 
'Of arches.— As ibr liis contemporary ar- 
'diitecta, there 19 fiot ooe q£ ih^sm, who do* 
serves a name in bis catalogue/^ ** His own 
-^rks then/ I sappose/' said the Goinit, 
^ are petfeet isodels of afcbitect»rai beau* 
iy." — ^^ Tlie ^establishment of his sapei-ior 
genius must^e left for a fiitjure ^period,'' an** 
isweredtlve Demon; ^* for he^asjnetbeect 
^ena^loyed 01% in ereetiDg a:cac^ple of ruins 
^ a gerrde^xim in the country. One of 
them (omit an imitatioii of a broken Ro^ 
Dftan arch; but the best of the two is a 
4lweUii^g-h;euse» whk^ tumbled down just 
^ it "v^s covemd m, 

<< Tbe yoong man in mouraii^, to 
i^^om our mddtsm Vittoviisis addresses him* 
^elf^ is a Jewells and silversmitb in the 
dty* The '^e watch-chain^ that dangles 
tolf way to his knees^ was taken &am the 

VOL. II. £* 
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shew- glass in his shop, to answer the purr, 
pose of temporary pride; and he dines 
occasionally at. this cofiee^house, for no 
other reason, whatever, but that he may 
have the pleasure of assuming somewhat 
of importance at his club in the evening,> 
from having dined in a very large company* 
at th§^ west- end of the town. 

*' Observe, if you please,'* continued 
Asmodeils, ** the two men at the siext 
table, who are drinking to each other with 
such an appearance of cordial regard. The 
elder of them is an author of eminence,, 
in his line, whose particular genius leads him 
to make catalogues, frame hand-bills, draw 
up advertisements, and compose last dyingr 
speeches, &c. The other is an auctioneer, 
who treats him with a dinner, in order to 
be perfected, by his assistance, in reading 
the titles of some books, which are a part 
of the. household furniture that he is tp 
sell to-morrow.'' 

** There is a young man,*' said Don 
Cleofas,*' with his hair about his ears, io 
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the seat next the door, who lolls at his ease,^ 
and is engaged in conversation with .a per- 
son of his own age^ in a brown coat, and a 
well-dressed head, that would not disgrace 
the shop- window of the most fashionable 
frisseur in London." " I observe them," 
replied the Demon ; " they are conversing 
together for the first time, and with a libe- 
ral spirit of communication, which is seU 
dom to be found among artists ;— -they are 
telling each other all they know in llieir 
respective professions. 

" He in blue remarks, that geniuii 
does little or nothing for a man, and that 
it is fortune, or good luck, which effects 
every thing; * Sir Joshua Reynolds^ he 
says, * had great taste and some genius ;. 
yet, without being able to draw an academy 
figure> .became. the richest painter in Eu- 
rope. W^st possesses great industry, very 
little genius, and no taste at all ; and yet 
this man was, for a time, employed and 
caressed by Majesty, to the exclusion of 

every other artist. Gainsborough re^re- 

F 2 
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rented the nature he Had studied fn a mas- 
terly manner; bitt it was very coriinion 
nature, never soarmg beyond the hofntely 
scenes of fural beauty, and an inferior 
class of hctman characters. Opie can only 
paint old mfen And ugly women ; thfere hiis 
vaunted merit ends : give him beauty to' 
represent, and he daubs j give him grace 
to copy, arid- he caricatures. jRomhei/^s 
pictures took tolerably well in hi^ Ort'h 
house, and very inciftfFetent in any other, 
especially if there should be iii the same 
foom a tolerable painting of ariother nias- 
ter. Wright *^ performances have merit in 
their way; nevertheless he hais obtaih6i it 
d^ree of reputation which he by no means 
deserves. People are very apt to admire 
natural representations of familiar objects, 
without considering, or, perhaps, . without 
knowing, that patience is the principal 
recjuisite to produce them. The iteme 
of a ciandle — the blaze of a blacksmith's 
forge— a bhdder — or a mahogany table, 
are painted mechanically, like a flight of 
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St^s, or the flutings pf a column. Barry 

^^s ,^^iiicis ?n,d classipal feelingp, but his 

.coloqri,K)^ no where rises in^to warmth. Ijt 

ip pjassin^ .^trange, th^it. the man's te;mper 

should be so hot, and his view of nature 

^0:cpl4. i\s for Mr. Alderman Boy^delL*^ 

^mry 9f ^SfiQ^especire, \t is, with ^11 i^ 

par^^e ^d pptniqti^m, a very partial busi- 

j^ifisp. yb^t the undertakinjj is an hoppur 

i^Q ^h^ ^^tipn, . sipd .\yill |jrove l^enpficiabto 

,th^ arts, is much ^o be doubted ; for, half 

a dpz^n pictures excepted, there is not a 

^single ^performance tb*t y^ould be admitted 

y^ntb ,apy cplleqtion pf charaqter. ]^or can 

fit be denied by any one conv^rsaqt in the 

9rts, jth^t there ^re painters in this cpun- 

try wJio have been ,nejglect!?d on this occa- 

sion, wbo?e genius, if it had been called 

.forth,^ would have spared the public eyje 

qfrom bein^g (disjgusjted with much of the 

Ar^h with which the jgallery is at present 

^isgrjjced/ 

"Such are the scraps of criticism which 
^^ |)as qol|ected from the new^papqrs, or 
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the conversation of academy pupils ; and 
contains all he has to say on the art which 
he professes; for he also is a painter, and 
will be discharged to-morrow by the coach- 
maker who has employed him to decorate 
the pannels of a quack- doctor's chariot, 
for having painted the figure of Hope 
leaning on an anvil, instead of an anchor. 

'* His companion also laments the fri- 
Volous taste of the times: — * No encou- 
ragement/ he says, * is given to the 
higher order of theatrical merit ; sing- 
song and buffoonery would now be pre- 
ferred to those powers which were so much 
admired in Garrick and Barry — in Holland 
and Powell. Mrs. Blllington and Mr. 
Edwin will crowd one house to suffocation, 
while Mrs. Siddons is performing to half- 
filled boxes at the other. Managers may 
Slave judgment, but what can they do? 
They must submit to the public caprice ; 
and many an actor of merit is forced to 
^subordinate parts which disgrace hitn, be- 
cause that line of playing in \^hich ills 
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excellence would appear is neglected by the 
fashion of the day/ This man, also, has 
his gleanings of criticism; he is a retainer 

. at one of the playhouses, and is going 
home to refresh his memory in the part he 
is to perform this evening, which is to 
repeat * past twelve o'clock/ three times^ 
in the character of a watchman^ in a pan- 
tomime entertainment/* 

" I am prevehted,** said Don Cleofas^ 
" from giving your critics the laugh they 
deserve, by that tall figure of a man, in a 
shabby great cdat, and. with a few gray 
hairs turned into something like a curl, on 
each side his meagre counteiiance: beneath 
the exterior of poverty, he wears that 

*k)ok, and those manners^ which tell me 
he has seen better days!-^He* is at this 
mottient bowing, with an air of tnost 
humble submission, to the pleasant-look- 
iog gentleman who is just quitting the 
table.'* " And with some reason,'* said 
the Demon ; *' for he is thanking him for 
having paid for his dinner ; and it really 
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concerns me, my friend, that I mwt Be 
so unfeeling as to dissypate yotar .presejit 
commiserating senlimeots, by drawing^ 
aside the veil which covers a cliaracier Qf 
iill others the most hinBiliating to hxxmuxt 
mature. 

** That man, in the earJy part ©f ]\k^ 
possessed a most amiabk.and genesQusdis- 
position ; and, of all cither mjen, in?as thi& 
most libely to do that Jdndness to others^ 
Jivhich be nowtcontinaally solicits fbrliim- 
ifielf. But a singular chain of ieveab^ faa^ 
vi^ierated to produce amost wretched jehange 
in his nature, and /brought him to :pn»Gtiae 
ibose submissions bom the impuke.of.ava- 
jritte, which a Jiibet?al mmd scarce knovvss bow 
io employ .when urged by the mostigriping 
^necessity/^ ** A«d is it f ossijWc," rinte*- 
vfupted the .County "that ^a mani^n bane 
-brought iiirosdW" to the wost mortifying rff 
'xll hafaiits, from any other motive but the 
most bitter distress r'* 

** It is even so,'* rq>lied ;the iDemon; 
f^£or this person is cnot «iily superior to 




•pwerty, ;but is, at this mqix^^nfe, In a 
^»tete,Qf .»fBq^»v^,wJiich woujljd enable .hiip 
4iQt only to .k^ an hpspitable table, but 
do ^pcpiDp^joy : it with the comforts m^ 
,gi^ti6^ti<H;is pf gefit^el life. Nevertheless^ 
ihe t$fces . every opportunity of getting ^ 
.meal in.the jm^anner he has just practised.;. 
T^t^djs QOt oi^ly Qontented, but makes it 
'the tgtt^at object of his life, to feed from 
xihe j^leegnpsynary bounty of strangers, i^ 
.^fder that h^ tn^ add the pittance he 
^low^ \fpr his daily, expenses, to the accu^ 
^ulating h^^p pf his useless wealth. 

** The history of his progress from 
.worth 9nd virtue, to his present unexam* 
•filed state pf misery and baseness, will 
{form the history of his life, and is as foU 
Jpws : — 

" H^was the only son of . a wdl-bene^ 
ficed and learne^l clergyman, and received 
^evejfy advantage from education, which 
Jiis father» a pubhc school, and theuniver- 
'^jsity of Oxford could afford him. He was 
(Siceady considered as a very accomplished 

Fa 
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young inan, when his uncle, "by- bis ttUJf- 
ther'8 side, who was a wealthy m^chant^ 
died, and left an only daiaghter, the he^ 
•ress of fourscore thousand pounds, to the 
guardianship of our hero's father. By this 
circumstance an opportunity offered itself 
to make their son's fortune, which the oW 
people did not neglect; apd their wealthy 
Ward was no sooner marriageable, than they 
connived at, or rather forwarded, a runaway 
'match, which made her their dawghter-m- 
•law. — Nor could they, in point of hap^H 
ness, have done better for hqr; for though 
the advancement of tlieirson was the prin- 
cipal object of this arrangement, it so hap: 
pened that the young lady obtained by her 
premature marriage an hpsband who was 
devoted to her happiness, arid rnadeit the 
study of his- life t© prove, that both herself 
and her inheritance wer^well bestowed, 

" About three years after.this marriage, 
he had the misfortune to lose both his pa- 
rents in the same month ; and what they 
left behind them was but just sufiicient to 
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triaintain the young people in' decent ele- 
gance, till the young lady should take 
possession of her fortune* > 

*' The day so impatiently expected, at 
length arrived, when she attained th6 age 
of tweuty-one years ; and a very large 
eomp^Hiy of their friends bad been -pre- 
viously invited, to share in the joys of it 
..This excellent young woman, however^ 
'did not forget, in the midst of all these 
preparations, what she owed to the husbartd 
she lovedt; and therefore proposed, while 
-they were at breakfast together, to send for 
a lawyer to make her will, and begiti the 
happy day, by immediately securing her 
fortune to her husband,* which, as she had 
no children^ would, in a failure of her be- 
-quest, pass away to some distant branches; 
of her own family. He, on the contrary,, 
insisted that a day set apart for so muchi 
jpy and happiness, should not be inter- 
rupted- by any qereniony of such a gloomy 
nature. She, nevertheless,, continued tO) 
urge her proposal,, and he as steadily tQ> 



1M BBVIL VVQK TWO WICKS 

itofuseii: «be tben iotreated to lisve die 
liberty ^ ctlling in mtnesses, to maioe 9 
declaration of har intentions in hb &v0or^ 
3^hich Gootd be done in a monieat, and 
anroiM, tn fact, o^ate in case of any im-- 
mediate 'Scoident, acodrding to her wishes. 
"This, too, was- kindly denied her: an short, 
this cootest ^f anifnated regard on tiie one 
jiand, and delicate inflection on theotiier, 
tended' in his -absot cite promise, that, on4he 
following flsoming, 'her wish, in tMs par- 
^ticuktr, ^ould be completely gFattfied^.-^ 
(Fbedfty, 'therefere, mss passed in the most 
joyful festivity, csnd a ball in the evening 
'formed the cencU^ing part of it.~« 
'Animated by those sensations of pleasure 
li^hich the occasion so • naturaUy inspired,, 
«this eharming woman 'danced beyond her 
^strength, and about midnight was tdken^so* 
^ill) ss to be carried immediately to her bed ;. 
-a violent fever ensued, — a d^irimn qnicfcly 
>fd^« wed, from which she never recovered*;: 
»nd. t.n the following day,: the wretch^ 
husband was deprived, in^^me moment^ of 



1hs> wife, and his foituae. J shall oot trovt- 
tble 3foa with desoribiog ihe nisery of hi» 
BttnatioD ; at is sufficiafit for me to ob« 
jserve^-^-^is you already know, that he sur* 
jf ived it. 

" His own little patrimony was, at this 
itime, Aloiost exhausted ; but a few hundred 
-fXMinds, of which the heirs of his wife 
•could not defNrive hifo, and a prise of ^a 
-thousand. pounds which he gained in the 
lottery, preserved him from b^gary, anc^ 
^rbaps, frofli . despair; 

^^ Though he was, at first, .stunned by 
dhe very .unexpected blow which he had 
i^eceived, he, in a short time, was so far 
oecovered from it, as to turn his tlK>ughts 
4o.the manner in which he should shape bis 
ioourse. The Ivttlehe possessed, being insuiB- 
ueientfoi? any purpose of comfortable mainte*- 
-nsnoeybe was 'anxious to employ it m some 
-pmbablct scheme of advantage, and applied' 
ito ) the • fif iendvS of his promised prosp^ity 
;to*afdhim with their counsels, and forward 
ihis-fotuffe-inteotionS;' whatever they might 
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be : but they all melted away, as it were, 
on his approach : — ^He cotild obtain nothing 
•from the best of them, but civil pity ; and 
was sarprized to find^ that he must depend 
upon himself alone for any advantage wbick 
he might hereafter obtainv 

" He determined, therefore, to quit a 
scene which afforded himnota single com^ 
fort in possession or in hope, and accordi- 
kigly purchased a commission in a march- 
ing regiment which was ordered to J amaicck 
Though he adopted this measure from no 
'other motive but its being the only one 
that presented itself, be had every reason to 
consider it as a very fortunate chance: 
from a sudden mortality among the officers 
of the regiment, promotion came very un^ 
expected ; and^ m a short time, he found 
himself captain of a company, with the 
means in Ins } ocket of commanding a fur- 
ther advancement. Indeed, from his amiv 
able manners, his various acGomplishments, 
atid his peculiar misfortunes, he was not 
only treated with regard, but cberishedL 
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with kmdnessi by the generous Creoles.— 
•It was not, therefore, considered as an ex- 
ample of unmerited good fortune, when he 
* married the widow of a wealthy plantef. 
With a very considerable joiiitui'e. 
- " But, at this period, the character erf 
*our gentleman took a new turn; — by k. 
delicate inattention to his own interest, he 
had once bst a large estate, and he was 
determined never to repeat it. — His own 
'particular advantage was now become thfe 
chief, indeed the only object of his life ;—i- 
'and he was resolved to reap all the benefits 
of his present situation, while it V^^as in hi'S 
powen Instead, therefore^ ©f indulging 
his wife in her former elegance and hospt* 
^febfe mode of life, he curtailed aU unneces- 
jsary expenses, — lived in a state of unsocial 
privacy, — sold* his eommission^— and gave 
himself up entirely to- the view of pro-^ 
' yiding, from the income he enjoyed by his 
marriage, the means of comfortable supf- 
port, in case he should survive it. 
. *' The poor disappointed lady, instead of 



ri ij2 irEv;iL UFOX two sticks 

Jlaviag a submi^ive, grateful, 4a>d e^tied 
husband, found herself under the CQ^ttpl 
of an avaricious master iibe .{pf^^t^^aany 
.efforts to turn him Jvqm his pufpps^, ^i)t 
all in vain. Nay, it .«p4^ in ^her Ipei^g 
^brought over, hy his.great pecpon^ atten- 
.(ion and kindles, to he ja:C9^vert;tp his. 
system ; — ^ia^bort, after jspw^i^inae^.^he not 
;Only. beqame contented wilh bfP)Sitiiatipp, 
jbut ado{^ed bis pennripus }if{e^ and ^fgt- 
-Warded, to the \itiQort pfh^r. power, tb^ 
.objects of his ije^npooy ; so tbat^.whein .^t 
rthe end of twenty years> >he qiiHted hifp 
rfor ever ; be hs^d, with h^r a^^tafuce,, cone 
4rived to cac§»inulate i^pwasds of .foirty 
.thousaiid pounds. > 

*^ Soon after tbisevept, he returned, tp 
fhis native country, iMfhete the loveof mopey, 
^ncl thehabitsof.avarke, haVe^so-incr^a^eii 
upon hicn, that be. purses the .miserable 
•and disgraceful .cgpduct rwbicb yo.u.'haw 
JWitnessed. ;3ut this is not Mi ; —he b^ 
other .arid more agreeable ii^ourc^s qf 
^vant^e, fcom. several eklerjy. .Mfidows and 



TOaiden ladies, who form tbe whole of biB 
acquaintance : jLo them he ^ppe.ars not iji 
the garb of poverty, but as a gentleman 
and a retired officjer, of sm^ll fortune, and 
tbjey treat him accordingly: — To ansfwetr 
his purposes with them, he lives in a deceit 
kxlging, a«d sometimes assumes the gen- 
^1 appi?«tr^n.Qe of his time of life. In- 
d^d,. be is ^ kind of .general beau to thia 
'/eipale society, who are continually .callmg 
UfiQH hiip to attend then) io public divei:<- 
i9ion5>or.(o m^ke one of their private parties, 
.w|>€^ he never fails of being rewarded fqr 
ItijS trouble^ by a delicate me^l : while he ra-* 
iinihui:<ae3 himself with interest^ for t^e ej^« 
^raordiuary expenses which these dutifi(S 
>:QCca8iop, by pilferiag sixpences and Srbil- 
lings from the old ladies, at quadrille, and 
^^pocketing the charitable contributionsf, 
which, on one pretence or other, he is con- 
tinually levying upon their benevolence. 

^' When, however, he is without invita* 
iion from these quarters, and thinks it im« 
;rprudent, or^ at least, has pot what he con^* 
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ceives a proper excuse, to invite himself, 
he sallies forth on these marauding parties. 
On entering a coffee- house, he looks 
round to discover some one who wears the 
appearance of* answering his purpose ; and 
he never orders his breakfast or his dinner, 
till the probability of his object is ascer- 
tained. He then, with a very modest air, 
asks leave to sit at the same table with the 
person on wh€)se pocket he means to levy 
contributionSj-^ommands a sparing meal, 
-—enters into a conversation, which he 

'knows how to conduct in a most agreeable 
manner; and when his gentleman calls the 

"waiter to pay his expenses, our hero hints 
his distress, and in a tone accompanied 

' with a look of genteel submission, requests 
his little matter may be added to it. In 
such applications he not only sddom fails 
of success, but frequently receives au added 
present; — and for these benevolences be 

is very frequently indebted to people 

'who do not possess a tythe of hi-s income. 

• Nay, the gentleman who has presented biipt 
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with the dinner of this afternoon, is a brave 
half-pay officer, covered with scars, and 
whose whole revenue does not amount to 
ten shillings a day.'* 

*^ If is to be hoped, however,'* said the 
Count, ** that he is thus iniquitously heap- 
ing up wealth for sonfie one who will know 
how to employ it." " That may be the 
case," replied the Demon ; " for as he will 
'not have even generosity enough to be- 
^queath it by a la^t will and testament, it 
Vili descend to his next heir ; who, ^fter a 
'long enquiiy, will prove to be that very 
half pay officer, to whose generous nature 
'he is become so lately indebted." " And I 

• • • 

wish most sincei-ely,*' added the Count, 
'" that the event was to take place this very 

moment." " Of that," answered Asmo- 
'deus, " I cannot perceive any very pi'omis- 

ing symptojns:— But to proceed— 

" You ■ niust be, without doubt, very 
'much surprized aii the great variety of cha- 
•racters which have met together by chance, 
*in the small compass of this toom ; but 
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your aslonbhment will be called to a ney 
exertion, when I inform ypu qoqc^min^ 
those gentlemen who baye dined ?t the 
table adjoining to our own. From their 
vicinity to us, you may have hitherto over- 
looked them, — ^hut I must now desire yoyi 
to favour them with your n\Q^ particulajr 
attention/' 

." The experience I teve acquired/' .^i^ 
Don C]fiofp^% ^' ^i^ce I l^iv^ hfen in tbi^ 
iCofTee-^house, . is ufpre than ^ti^i^ieat to 
make me very jealoua of appearances i qt 
ptherwi^, I should a^ppose those pfitsop^ 
to be of a ^pperior ol^ss ^to the gepi^r^ilit^ 
pf people who come to ^t^e their c^ji^l 
pinner atysuph a.plaqexis this: thf^irdp* 
xn^pour ^ppe^s tp^ I^ that of j^^e jhighfir 
.r^nks Off spciety.*' 

** Your Qor\jecij9re,jroygood.frjend," re- 
plied the Demon, " i? perfect^ xight ; fqr 
,one of the^Ti is the ^on^of a nifin .y(ip *was 
a 'king, — and the otlier will one d«y hp 
elected to the sovereignty, of a gj:eat nation; 
and by way of a curious addition to tf^ 
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circumstance, neither of them have n^oniey 
enough in their ptockets to pay for the re- 
past which they have just taken; The 
till fol- their dinner now lites upon the fable 
between them, and when they have come 
to an explanation on the business, one of 
them will go to an acquaintance in the 
Neighbourhood, to borrow the trifle nieees- 
^a^y to eitricUte them both from their pre- 
sent difficulty." 

" Indeed," exclaimed the Count, *^ my 
present astonishment is of such a nature as 
almost to amount to incredulity ; and, with 
great submission to your superior know- 
ledge, I am Very much disposed to consider 
this last exhibition to be for some amuse^ 
hient of your owu, rather than for the 
instructioti or entertainment of your hum- 
ble servant. 

" My recreations," answierfed the De- 
mon, " are of a very different nature ; and 
. whatever they may be, will never make you^ 
at least, an object of them. On the con- 
trary, I very seriously assure you, that what 



118 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

I have already related concerning these dis*. 
tinguished personages, for it is forbidden me 
to enter into any further explanation, is the 
literal truth; and if you will examine tlie 
lineaments of the man opposite to us, it is 
more than probable that, in the course of 
your future travels, you will recollect them ; 
when, instead of sitting, as you now do, at 
ease behind him, you will find it necessary 
to bend your knee before him. 

** It is to be hoped, however, continued 
he, " that your astonishment will not prove 
so very powerful as to sicken your appetite 
for the very fine, capon that is now pre- 
sented to you.'* " I hope not," replied the 
Count; " nevertheless, my mindisftitirely 
occupied by the circumstance you have 
explained to me ; and if it were consistent 
witln your plan of operations, I should con- 
sider it as a very great indulgence, if you 
could, some how or other, contrive to pro- 
cure for me a little accidental coffee-house 
conversatiorj with these two extraordinary 
persons/* " Your Lordship," said Asmor 
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deus> " well knows my ardent desire to oblige, 
you^ but at present you must be so good as. 
to dispense with my company for half an^ 
hour : official duty calls m^ hence ; but by 
the time you have finished your dinner, I 
will return to enliven your dessert" , 

The Devil upon Tvvq Sticks immediately, 
quitted the room ; and Don Cleofas had. 
already made a considerable inroad upon. 
the good things before him, when he dis-» 
covered, that while -he had plenty of solid 
food^ his negligent caterer had not provided 
him with what was necessary to moister^ 
it. — He therefore began to call aloud for 
wine ; — but bis demand being made in a 
language the waiters did not understand^ 
a kind of distressing confusion ensued ; 
when the future king, who was now alone, 
introduced hiniself in the politest manner 
to the Count, intreating permission at the 
same time, to have the honour pf serving 
him as interpreter: — he then took the seat 
which Asmodeus had lately quitted, and ex-.^ 
ercised thaj office in the most obliging man- 
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iier till his dinner Was conducted^ — Ddn 
Gleofas then proposed co^e; and tb^t 
kind of easy, pleasant i^nversation took 
place between them, wbic^ m^i of the 
\<^oHd, though perfectly strangiers^ t(> ^adt 
other, can so readily adopt. — This ^ree- 
able comtnunioat ion lasted till the gentle- 
man returned who had been to ilaise the 
mippHes, ais the Demon foretold ; when thb. 
embryo sovereign, with has royal coc&pa* 
nioD) took their leave ; and their departure 
was immediately followed by the retiirA of 
Astnodeus. 

'' And how has your Lordship passed 
your time since my departure ?'* saadlae, bb 
he t6ok bis seat. " Incomparably weH,** 
answered Jthe County ^ and, thanks to 
your kind arrangement, ti>e last wish I ex* 
pressed hte been most completely gratified.: 
I need not tell you thiat your pkee has been 
occupied mo9t agreeably, as well as usefully, 
by the ^very personage with whom I so mucfk 
desired to have the opportunity of convers- 
ing; and when he asoetids the thronci to 
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"tvliich yon assure me he is destined, my 
■curious pride may, peihaps, sometimes dic- 
tate to me, the secret ejaculation that his 
Majesty, to use his own expression, has 
<cnjoyed the honour of ac-ting as my inter- 
})reter.** 

** Your pride," interrupted theDemon^ 
^* may, in common with tlvat of the rest of 
^mankind, grow sometimes out of little 
things ; but I must not, however, suffer 
mine to be gratified by arrogating to myself 
the merit which does not belong to me. I 
really did not exert any portion whatever 
•of my influence in the arrangement which 
you attribute to me ; though I rather fore^ 
«aw, but without employing that prescient 
faculty which, in certain cases, I am per- 
mitted to possess, that the ordinary course 
of things would lead, in this particular, to 
the gratification of your wishes. I well 
knew certain little wants wonld press 
tbentselves npon you, during my short 
-absence ; I also could not but be sensible 
that you were deficient in the language 

VOL. II, Q: 
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necessary to make them known; and I 
was well assured that it was impossible for 
the politeness natural to a man of high 
birth, who must be a witness of your 
embarrassment, to lay dormant on such 
an occasion^ and to fail in bringing him 
forward to relieve it. 

** Indeed, my friend,*' continued he, 
much of the true art of life depends upon 
knowing when to leave things to their 
natural course ; as it is the principal merit 
of a physician to possess the faculty of 
ascertaining when nature is to be left to 
herself, and when she requires the aid of 
medicine. Many a man has gained a re- 
putation for consummate ability in some of 
the principal, and which are considered as 
the most arduous situations in life, from no 
other employment of his wisdom, than that 
of leaving circumstances and things to 
their own natural operations ; while others 
have not only impeded, but baffled success; 
and, of course, lost the applause due to 
their honest enJtavours, by striving to 
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produce effects from tiie interposition of 
their own exertions, which the uninter- 
rupted course of natural causes, would, of 
themselves, have brought to complete ma* 
turity/. 

Here the observations of Asmodeus were 
'interrupted by a noise, which was imme- 
diately fouHd to proceed from a Jittle man, 
who was asleep over a bowl of punch, in 
a corner of the room, and was snoring in 
^ very disagreeable manner. — The Count 
{)roposed to ord^ the waiter to sifencethe 
Tgentleman by waking him : — " I beg leave 
to oppose that motion," said the Demon, 
^* for he is a very quiet, inoffensive, and 
amiable character, who never is in peace 
but when he is asleep; and it would really 
be little less than extreme cruelty to awaken 
him to the reHection, that he has this very 
afternoon been driven, by the ill-humour 
of a termagant wife, from his ^own com- 
foirtable dinner, to take a casual meal m 
this place. Indeed, with such a partner ais 

this poor man has got, it would be a great 

q2 
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hflppiness to him if he were to awake no 
more." 

** In such a sitnation," said the Count, 
*^ I should recomniend tl'ie good people to 
get rid of each other at once, and look for 
happiness in other and more suitable con- 
nections/* *^ Such a plan is very easily 
puoposed," replied the Demon, *^ but not 
so easily reduced to practice. No offence 
against the marriage contract, but absolute 
infidelity, can cause the dissolution of it. 
An husband and his wife may honour each 
other with the most cordial hatred, — they 
«nay order matters in such a manner as to 
bring down ruin upon themselves and their 
families, — they may exercise the mutual 
efforts of the most offensive malice, and 
lead a life of mutual injury, without being 
able to gain any effectual relief while -the 
chilly virtue of chastity is preserved: — so 
that a man who is thus malfrifnonMly coti- 
nected, will frequently think himself happy 
in the ridicule and disgrace of cucfeoldom, 
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as the only possible mode of putting an 
end to his misery. 

" But to declare the truth/' continued 
Asniodeus^ ** which, for your instruction, 
my friend, I occasionally force myself to 
do; it must be acknowledged, that the 
difficulty of obtaining matrimonial divorces^ 
is a regulation perfectly consistent with the 
interests of civil society : for such are tlie 
caprices of the human mind, and the na- 
ture of the human passions, that a general 
liberty of diisotving the marnage tie would 
l>e abused beyond ail other) and not only 
tend to destroy '^he most valuable senti- 
ments, as ^ell as th,e most endeari):)g con- 
:nectiorts of j»ivate life^ but occasion contl- 
viiua^lirtter'fuplionsin the general and neces- 
sary order of public society. If it coUiU 
^be made compatible jwith the interests- -df 
«ariy form of government, that an officet 
^houl^ bi ap'p(?inted, with full powers tb 
tvn<io wbfi^t the -priest had. done, liis office* 
tWould be the* most troublesome, and if- thfe' 

• • * 

io^ of it iVere arbitrary, the motet profits 
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able, that has ever yet been established in 
any country." 

** Though I have every reason/' replied 
Don Cleofas, vvMth a sigh, '* to consider 
matrimony as the first of human blessings, 
for it was such to me ; yet I do uot doubt 
but the profits of the office you hav« de- 
scribed^ for one year, would enable the pos- 
sessor of it to purchase a principality." 

While he was speaking, a well-dressed 
young man entered the room, and, after 
having taken a turn round it, took up a 
newspaper, and seating himself at a table 
adjoining to that where the Count had 
dined^ ejitered, to all appearance, on an at- 
tentive perusal of the chronicle of the day ; 
when, as if suddenly recollecting himself, 
he turned round to the Spaniard^ and, in a 
very polite manner, demandedthe hour of 
the afternoon : — ^The awkward look which 
the surprise of this unexpected question 
from a stranger, as well as the igtiorance 
of the language in which it was delivered, 
produced^ and the instant laugh of the 
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Demon on the occasion, had such an effect 
^upon the gentleman's modesty, that he 
apologised for what he perceived was con- 
sidered as an impertinent question, and, in 
a state of evident confusion, immediately, 
quitted the room, 

Don Cleofas, who could not conceive 
the meaning of what he saw, informed his 
friend of the impatience he felt to be in- 
dulged with an explanation of this extra- 
ordinary scene. " I must intreat you, 
then," said the Demon, " to prepare your 
faith as well as your astonishment, for what 
I am about to unfold to you. The gentle- 
man only asked you, in a very civil man- 
ner, to inform him concerning the hour of 
the day; — in such an application, you may 
very naturally imagine, that there could be 
nothing of rudeness or impropriety ; but, 
setting aside the immediate motive of the 
question, there was a great deal both of 
one and the other ; for, in the first place, 
there is a dial in the room, which hangs 
ijp oil purpose to answer such questions ; 
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and if it had not occurred to him to con*- 
suit that oracle,, the waiter was the proper- 
person to satisfy his demand. — But, to tell 
jou the real state of the case, the gentle- 
Hian bebngs to a gang of pickpockets, and 
he wished to see whether your watch was 
worth an attempt upon it ; and* when he 
liad beheld the elegance and enrichments 
of your time-piece, he would, with many 
thanks for your politeness, have taken hi^- 
fcave, to infonn sgme of his party, who are 
•Covering about the ^eighbouehpod, of the 
circumstance ; and on your return hpme^ 
they would have employed all their art and 
contrivances to liave eased you of that v^ 
Jxiable bagaUlJe. The .confusion in whicU 
.tliis worthy person' retired, arose from your 
Jtook of surprise and my burst of laughter^ 
which made him s^aspect that he himself 
,was suspected." 

" I acknowledge npy astonishment/' re* 
plied the Count ; *' and I cq,n^not but rer 
|)eat an enquiry, which a former occasion^ 
pf a similar nature, suggested to j)^. — 



Hovv does it happen, in a country sd 
well and wisely governed as this, and whbs^ 
Taws are the anvy and admiration of the 
#hole world, — ^that such a bold dnd syste-^ 
matic invasion of property as you describe; 
is ever attempted ? or, at least, how can the 
practice of it escape the immediate punish'^ 
ment which it deserves V* 

** The constitution of this country/^ 
i»6ptied A«modeiis> ^^ is, with great justice, 
the envy of Europe ; but people consult 
their religion as little as their reason, whea 
liiey expect benefits pure and entire, from^' 
any human institution : it is the nature c^ 
eVery thing in this world to be short - of 
perfection ; and liberty itself, which confers- 
so much happiness on the community that 
enjoys it, yields inconveniences which are* 
riot kn6wn in arbitrary governments. Ife 
is the liberty of this country which renders 
the police of this metropolis imperfect. 
The extirpation of these petty miscreants 
who purioin the property of the passenger • 
kk the streets, might bei very- Easily coot-- 

G 3- 
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trived ; but the means to be employed on 
the occasion^ would, perhaps, clash with 
the general spirit of the British laws : and 
the people are so very jealous of the forms 
of iheir government, that they would 
rather submit to the inconvenience of hav- 
ing their pockets picked, and the inade* 
quate punishment of such an offence, than 
give their consent to that summary and 
violent mode of proceeding which would 
effectually suppress it." 

'' I am not sufficiently skilled in the 
economics of this government,*' said Don 
Cleofas, " to reason upon the matter ; and 
if I were duly qualified for the business^ 
my present observations would be inter- 
rupted by the appearance of that old gen- 
tleman in black, who is, this moment, led 
into the coffee-room by his servant. He 
seems to be in a situation that requires the 
nursery of his own family, and the com« 
forts of his own fire-side, rather than the 
noise of a public assembly, and the, chilly 
air of an evening excursion.'' '^ But to 
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avoid that fire- side/' replied Asmodeus, 
^* or rather to save the expense of it, is a 
very principal inotive to his passing a cer- 
tain number of hours every day in this 
place. 

** He possessed, for many years, a lucra- 
tive office under government; and well 
knowing the value of money, and being 
skilled in the profitable application of it, 
he accumulated a very large fortune. — He 
has given ample provision to his children, 
and acted in a generous manner towards 
some of his grand-children ; and, since the 
death of his wife, has employed his whole 
thoughts on heaping up future legacies for 
them. — In short, his former prudence has 
grown into present avarice, and being now 
too infirm to employ any active means of 
augmenting his wealth, he applies himself 
to the negative methods of gratifying his 
avaricious wishes, and looks alone for an 
increase of his riches, to the savings of a 
fior(li<l fnigaiiiy. 

" Ad booii as he has finished his dinner, 
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he orders bis fire tp be put out, and pays^ 
his daily visit here. The first half hour '» 
employed In quieting his coi;|gh, aad fixing^ 
hiovself in the seat he means to occupy for; 
the evening. He then enters upon the- 
perusal of the newspapers ; when that ex* 
ercise is completed^ he orders^ his tea ; s^adi 
by this tiipe^ sooae pr othep q{ his ac- 
^uaiuta^ce usually arrive,, and he will dis-^ 
course with them on the topics of the day^ 
harangue on the events and transactions of 
j^rmer timea, dispute on politics, or laughs 
aver a tale of bawdry till ten o'clock;, 
when his servaat leads him home^ in order; 
to go ii^tantly to the consultations of hi%- 
pillow^— Thus he sav^s coals and candles^ 
for six hours of the day, enjoys the society 
of pleasant people, reads all th§ daily prii^tSg 
]|ijears the news of the gr^at world, and 
^e tittle-tattle of the little world, at sft^ 
Ismail a price a^ t]iie shilling w^uch^ he pays^ 
^r his tea* 

/* The motive* to such, a qonduct ^rer 
certainly viei:y disgraceful Xq hud$Qlf> but 



Ikweyer, are, after all, in}urious to no bx\el 
He is conscious* indeed, that he acts, ia 
%i\% particular, with a parsimony tufibeconpi"^ 
ifig a gentleman ; but he consoles himself 
vith the reflection, th^t he has left the 
Hjistress of the coffee- house a legacy at hiar 
^eath, a@ a compensation for not havingi 
spent more iBOney ia h^r house during, 
his life. 

*' But we will now, if ymi please/' cOi> 
tinued the Demon, *' prepare for our de-^ 
parture: aiid it' shall be. delayed only to 
pecoiiin>end to your notice the tall, thir» 
^rson who is recqiving a glafts of cordiali^* 
from th^ hand of the ^ood woman at th^t- 

*^ He is an honest n()aft of some for^ 
^ne^ who has embai^rassed himself almoa:^ 
to ruin> fiK>m the rag? of purchasing bar-i 
gains that he does not want. Hence ib 
iPj that he will buy. a quantity of sheep> 
though he has not a field to pasture themi^ 
W a 3et of horseS) l^ough he does* not keept^ 
ft wrripg? } Qr a lot @f furaitwe^ thought* 



134 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

his house is already crowded like an up- 
holsterer's shop ; and so long has he yielded 
to his ridiculous propensity, that all the 
great bargains he has bought, will shortly 
be sold stiil greater bargains, at a public 
auction.*' *^ I do not wonder then,** ob- 
served the Count, " that he takes a cordial 
dose to raise his sinking spirits/ " You 
are quite mistaken/' replied the Demon, 
" it is not from any reflection on his em- 
barrassed situation that he replies to the 
consoling aid of the glass: — ^The grief 
that at this moment oppresses him is of a 
very diflferent nature, I assure 30U; the 
feet is, a house, in his neighbourhood, 
is to be sold for one-fourth of what it cost 
ki building, and he cannot raise money 
sufliicient to mj^ke the necessary deposit 
on entering into an agreement to pur- 
chases it/' 

Don Cleofas and his friend, the Devil 
upon Two Sticks, now took their leave 
of the coffee house, and proceeded from 
theuce to a new scene of life and manners. 
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CHAP. XI, 



The Devil upon Two Sticks shews Doif 
Cleofas various Dining Parties at the 
West- End of the Town. 

" I HOPE yonr Lordship has made a 
good dinner/' said Asmodeus^ as they 
turned down the street. ** A most excel* 
lent one,*' answered Don Cleofas; '* 1 have 
eaten enough, I believe, to sustain me for 
a week to come.'* " That I do not require," 
replied the other; " but it is absolutely 
necessary that you should be guarded against 
any sudden cravings of your stomach, for 
I am about to display to you such specimens 
of delicious fare and good living, as will, 
if you are not absolutely satiated, most 
assuredly renew them. In short, you are 
going to be entertained, as I trust, with a 
view of those dinner parties which are now, 
at this end cf the town, in full enjoyment.** 
" Be not afraid/' answered the Count, 
*[ that I shall long lor a single morsel o£ 
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whati may see on the most luxurious tablesj 
however keen m^y intellectual appetite may 
be to hear your account of those whom X 
shall see [>lacecl around them."' He had,nd 
sooner spoken, than the Devil took his 
friend by the arm, and they were, in » 
moment, most conveniently sUualed in a 
balcony that gave them a commanding. 
view of several houses orir the other side of 
*he street. 

*^ Look into that large room,'*' contv- 
Bued he, ** iiv the house itn mediately oppo 
site, which is so findy illuminated;*' If 
had already caught my attention," said the* 
Count : ** A very splendid oomparty indeefid^ 
»e already seated at dinner, arid I shoufct 
imagine, from certain ornaments I perceive^ 
on their dresses, as well as the peculiar 
decorations of tlie table, that it is an hy« 
meneai banquet.'* ** It is even so," an- 
swered Asmo<leus, ^^ and has been prodi3^ 
eed l^ such a singular, though, as it turns* 
€mt, a Iiappy combination of circumstan^' 
«6, as U) msrit jour attention to the Rtr 
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tie history I shall beg leave to give you 
of it. 

*^ The bride and bridegrocMn, whom 
you may distingorsh at the upper-end of 
the table, and who are, both of them, well 
worth the looking at, are first cousins, the 
children of two sisters ; who having been 
at law for some tirae previous to their 
deaths,, concerning the succession sto their 
father^s estate, left a eopplicated Chan- 
cery suit as a legacy to their respective 
ebildren, and ail their toutual inretcrocy 
aJbng with it. This unfortunate and ruiiv 
oujs dispute turned on a very nice pointy 
and the lawyers on both sides w^re equally 
certain of success, and as warmly proiiiise^l 
it to their different clients. The snit there- 
fore proceeded; and sorae of the intimate 
friends of both parties saw, with great re- 
gret, that a large and ancient family estate 
was hastening apace to the vortex of the 
law. It was therefore suggested among 
them,^ that somethingought to be attempt- 
^ towards putting an end to this digtresS'- 
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ing litigation, and several fruitless efforts 
were made with that benevolent intention. 

** The enmity that had subsisted between 
the parents of the young people, had so 
entirely separated them, that their children 
were entire strangers to each other. The 
young lady did not know that her relation 
was a young man of distinguished talents, 
the most amiable virtues, and accomplished 
manners: — While he also was ignorant 
of his fair cousin's superior charms : he had 
no idea of her being, as she was, the love- 
liest of her sex. They might, indeed, have 
, heard an occasional good report of each 
other; but it was with that indifference, or, 
perhaps, with that incredulity with which 
•mankind are too apt to hear the commen- 
dations of an enemy. Such, however, and 
so strenuous were the efforts of their 
friends, that they both began to relax in 
their hostile propensities, and an accom- 
modation, in the common form of those 
arrangements^ and on the sole principle of 
mutual interest, would have taken placej 
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Tiad not the secret and artful interposition 
of their respective lawyers prevented it.— • 
These professional counsellors promised, 
with so much certainty, the whole of the 
estate to each, that, at length, the propo- 
. sit ion of a moiety was refused by both. 
• One effort, however, remained to be tried; 
and this was to introduce the young people 
to each other, without their knowledge. 
For this purpose, a ball was given, to which 
they were both invited; — none but persons 
who were acquainted with the secret inten* 
tion of it, were to be of the company ; the 
names of the particular parties were not to 
be mentioned, and it was very easily con- 
trived that the two violent competitors at 
law, should harmonize most cordially in the 
dance. — The project succeeded, to the very 
great satisfaction of those who arranged it ; 
for they were mutually charmed with each 
other. — He was so occupied in his atten- 
tions to her, that he did not think of 
enquiring who she was^ and a natural de« 
licacy prevented a similar interrogation on 
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site to each other, at the lower-end of the 
table, whose countenances do not appear 
to express that air of hilarity which bright- 
ens every other guest." *' Your observa- 
tion is perfectly right," answered the De- 
mon ; *' they are the two family lawyers, 
who think that the loss of a chancery suit, 
and such a productive one as this had been, 
and long promised to be, — ^^is but ill recom- 
penced by an elegant dinner," 

" I eryoy their mortification," exclaimed 
the Count, ** almost as moch as I do the 
happiness of the wedded pair. It is, how- 
ever, altogether, a curious and interesting 
little history.' ** It is so/' replied As- 
modeus; *' for I believe that Cupid -and 
Hymen are very seldom known to inter- 
fere in putting an end to a lawsuit** 
- 'Mn the next house, on the right hand,** 
continued he, ** is another agreeable party; 
in which, however, matrimony has very 
little to do ; for the comely dame who pre- 
iiides at the table, is separated from her 
husband. Observe, if you please, the at- 
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tentions she pays to her guests ; they are 
parsing in a constant succession from one 
to the other ; so that she appears entirely 
to furgt^t herself; and while she is recom- 
mending the various dishes to them, the 
meat cools upon her own plate — But in 
praising the dainties of her little banquet, 
she is flattering them in the highest degree ; 
for there is scarce an article of her dinner 
that is not furnished by the friendship of 
those who are partaking of it. She says 
the venison is of the first flavour, and 
comes from one of the finest parks in the 
kingdom; — the gentleman who sent it, 
hears this eulogium of his place with infi- 
nite sat sfaction ; while the giver of the 
ham is equally pleasid to hear of its supe- 
rior poignancy ; and that it came from a 
quarter which produces nothing but what 
is excellent. In short, she contrives, in 
praising every article of her table, to annex 
an implied compliment, which is perceived 
by no one bat the person who presented 
it. — ^Ihas she not otiiy satisfies her guests 
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with an excellent repast, but adds to every 
part of it the poignant flavour of her de- 
licate adulation. To explain myself fully 
upon the subject*of this Machiavelian lady, 
for she certainly d<?serves that title, it will 
be necessary for me to give a sketch of 
herself and her domestic policy. — It is as 
follows : — 

*' This lady is possessed of very unconri'- 
mon qualifications, all of which she ap-- 
plies to her own advantage, without doing 
any injury whatever to others. She pos- 
sesses the happy art of making all her 
acquaintance subservient to her interest, 
and, at the same lime, so manages the 
matter, as to contribute greatly to their 
sat'isfaetiom. 

" She is separated from^ her husband — 
bat as this circumstance arose from nothihg 
more than, very discoi'dant dispositions, 
hor reputation suflfens no stain, and her 
character, in • the world, i^o diminution; 
Her separate allowance is eight hundred 
pounds per annum ; and^ with that ineome. 
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^:iens such an excellent manager, that she 
lives in a very elegant house — keeps a very 
handsome equipage — possiesses an ample 
establishment of .servants — is never with- 
out company — gives occasional dinners 
and suppers— and once in a winter a splen- 
did ball ; and does all this without ever 
Buflfering a tradesman to wait a week for 
the payment of his bill. ^ You will say, 
perhaps, that such a secret is too valuable 
to communicate to the world; I may, 
however, safely entrust it to you, 
who have not the temptation, and I 
may add, the capacity to avail yourself of 

" I have already observed, that this 
good lady possesses, in a superior degree, 
the art of- making herself agreeable ' to 
others. Of all her numerous acquaintance, 
no one goes to her without pleasure, or 
leaves her without regret. She has an 
qncommon knowledge of the world, and 
a rare insight into the human diaracjter* 

VOL* u. H 
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She knows the dispositions, follies, and 
foibles of every one who visits her, as well 
as her cards at quadrille, and applies them 
as readily to her purpose. Having no very 
particular friendship for any, her demean- 
opr is easy and unrestrained with all. At 
the same tiiiie she knows how to exercise 
a necessary preference to one, withoiit caus- 
ing mortification to others-; and w*hile all 
possess an equal share in her regards, they 
are all flattered, at times, with what ap- 
pears to them to be a particular distinction. 
Ill short, she is always acting a part which 
is equally agreeable to herself and to all 
who know her; and the business is so con- 
trived, as to veil the grand object of . it 
from all, but the principal actress in the 
scene. 

'^ As her acquaintance, who are nume- 
rous and fashionable, are all extremely par- 
tial to her agreeable qualities^ and fond of 
her society, they are ready engines in her 
hands to answer her particular pur- 
poses.. 
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" They who have parks -supply her with 
Venison; the Jords of manors present her 
with game ; and the lawns of others occa* 
sionally furnish her tabl<3 with the envied 
joints of delicious mutton; while all in 
general, make the ready and unperceived 
contributions of card- money, which is 
considerable ejiough, under the manage- 
ment of an old family butler, to pay the 
expenses of her assemblies, and the wages 
of her servants. She is extremely fond of 
brown- bread ; and one of her friends, who 
has that article sent him twice a week 
from Essexj takes care that she shall have 
the same regular supply with himself: — ■ 
But this is not all;— for by a little exer- 
tion of her usual address, she has contrived 
that the produce of his kitchen -garden, 
and the delicacies of his dairy and farm> 
shall be equally at her service ; so that she 
has little occasion to send to the market for 
any article this gentleman's estate prodp- 
cfis. — She always calls him her stewarc^ 

H 2 
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and enquires after the'farm in Essex; while 
he is happy in making those returns for 
the pleasures of her society, which appear 
to be trifles to him, but are of a very sa- 
ving importance to her. 

" Among her numerous contributory 
visitants, a West- Indian gentleman of very 
large property, has been made useful to her 
in so peculiar a manner, as to deserve a 
very particular description. She had as 
yet been indebted^ to him only for the 
sweetmeats of his own islatid, to give vari- 
ety to her dessi rts : but in the early part 
of last winter, she took continual occasion 
to rally him about sending her an hog- 
shead of sugar ; and her sallies on this sub* 
ject were so well applied, that he, at last, 
thought it would be a very good joke to do 
it. Accordingly, one fine morning, and 
without any previous notice, an hogshead 
of sugar arrived at her door. She almost 
laughed herself intb hysterics at the idea, 
and made all her friends laugh for a fort- 
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night together at her account of it. They 
all thought it a most laughable circum- 
stance, while she found it a most serious 
advantage ; having thus secured a quan- 
tity of a very dear article, which would be 
sufficient to answer the ordinary purposes 
of her house- keeping for some winters to, 
come. 

" Thus does she levy imperceptible con- 
tributions on all her acquaintance; and in 
such a manner does she conduct herself, 
that the various persons who compose her 
society, think themselves obliged to her for 
those very pleasures which they, in fact, 
have enabled her to bestow. But this is 
riot all ; —she so contrives the matter, that 
there shall always be a competition among 
her friends, with which of them she is to 
pass the summer. After much polite hesi- 
tation, she always takes care to decide in 
favour of her own inclination ; thus, for 
at least six months of the year, she main* 
tains herself, her horses^ and some of h^r 
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servants, at the expense of those who are 
so eager to possess her agreeable conrrpany 
in the countr)\ 

** These are the secret arts by whose 
sensible application she li\es in splendour, 
with an income equal only to the figure of 
moderate station ; and thiTs does she ac- 
quire importance, — ^communicate pleasure, 
— receive satisfaction and conciliate regard. 
Such are the attentions she employs to her 
pleasurable interests^ and in such a manner 
does she arrange the plan of her life, that 
while rigid honour cannot applaud, it turns 
aside from passing the sentence of severe 
disapprobation. She» may be called an 
hypocrite,— and she is one ; but who is 
there so supremdy qualified as to detest 
that hypocrisy, which does no injury, -and 
adds so much to the satisfaction of social 
life. 

** So far from considering the lady," said 
Don Cleofas, *' as a subject for ^^lame and 
censure, I think she ought to have a patent 
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for the fortunate discovery of so happily 
uniting the art of doing good to one- 
self, and communicating pleasure to 
others. 

" But,** continued he, " this street seems 
to be occupied by none but happy people ; 
for if I may judge from appearances, I 
should suppose the company assembled in 
the house adjoining, to be the most con- 
tented beings that have ever met together 
since the floo i. An air of magnifioence 
reigns throughout the house ; — the dinner 
might be a banquet for the gods ; and the 
highest degree of convivial joy seems to 
prevail at the sumptuous entertainment. 
There is a little army of attendants ; and 
if my sight is not dazzled, there is plate 
:enough on the side-board to furnish the 
altar of a cathedraL" " . 

" None of your senses deceive you, at 
present,*' said the Demon ; *^ they are a 
.roost joyous and pleasant company : while 
the master of the house, who sits at the 
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lower end of the table, an<J whose coun- 
tenance wears such an appearance of cow)- 
fort and prosperity, is so possessed with his 
happiness, that he has not the power to 
reflect, with a moment's seriousness^ that 
he is absolutely ruined. Should you return 
to this spot about a month hence, you will 
see the house despoiled of all its orna- 
ments, and ready to receive another inha- 
bitant. — I perceive your ajstonishm^nt,'" 
continued Asmodeus, " but I am going to 
increase it, by informing you, that this 
ruined maq is now haranguing, with much 
good-humour, on his embarrassments ;— is 
saying witty things, without rinmber, upon 
his distressed situation ; and the last load 
clamour of mirth arose from his desiring 
the company to eat and drink to-day, for 
that to-morrow he should have nothing 
more to give them : while his lady sings as 
gaily to the same tune \^ and, in a tone of 
eqdal jocularity, is recommending herself 
to her female friends^ as being perfectly 



well qualified to exercise the. office of a 
f^mme-de' chamhre. 

*' This, is a philosophy," exclaimed Don . 
Cleofas/' " that is far superior to the boast* 
ed systems of the Greek and Roman 
schools." " Alas!" replied the Demon, 
" it does not, I fear, deserve such an ho- 
nourable name. It is rather that depra^ 
vity of the heart, — that insensibility to 
whatever is good and excellent, which i^ 
learned in the school of fashionable dissi- 
pation, and at the academy of the gaming- 
table : and if this easy, unfeeling pair, 
were to be the only sufferers, they might 
sink, as they ought, into that humiliating 
distress and mortifying neglect which will 
soon overtake them ; but they have five 
lovely children, who have been educated ir^ 
all the luxury of superior fortune, and must 
become the lamentable victims of parental 
extravagance." . 

^' Yoti have thought prcper," said Don 
Cleofas, " at ditferett perioas of our several 

excursions, to speak in the highest terms 

H 3 
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of the liberty of this country, and I do not 
mean to suspect the justice of your praise; 
but surely it would not disgrace its code of 
laws, if another were to be added to the 
volume, which would not permit a parent 
to possess the liberty of dissipating' the 
patrimony of his children/' 

" There are laws of such a tendency as 
you suggest/' answered the Demon, " in 
several countries of Europe;^ and the 
theory wears a very practicable appear- 
ance ; but I apprehend, that in a great 
commercial nation, though such a regula- 
tion would be infinitely beneficial to parti- 
'cular individuals, it might be considered by 
politicians, as detrimental to the general 
interest*' 

«- The Devil upon Two Sticks now pro 
posed to move into another street, and the 
proposition was was no sooner made than 
it was effected; when he instantly pro- 
ceeded to continue the series of his 
amusing narratives. 

*^ The party of gentlemen, whom }^ou 
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see in the house immediately beneath us, 
are enjoying an admirable dinner^ the de- 
licacies of which are provided in a very 
extraordinary manner. — The master of the 
feast is a major-general in the army, and 
holds an appointment which is supposed 
to, be accompanied with the confidence of 
the Commander-in-chiefi — At the same 
time, a young man, who is in a subordinate 
military situation in a distant part of the 
kingdom, and has received a promise qf 
advancement, entertains the notion, that 

4 

if the jmtronage of this general officer 
could by. any means be obtained, hisjn- 
tenests woiild be considered, and his pro- 
motion quickened. — With this view, he 
purchases whatever the hills and the dales, 
the woods and the waters, afford for the 
luxury of the table, and dispatches his 
packages, from time to time, as a mark of 
his respectful attention, to the quarter, 
where w© now see the contents of one of 
them in all the glory of cookery. — Thus, 
whenever he has sent one of tliese luxuri- 
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ous presents, he very foolishly looks in the 
Gazette, in the hope of seeing his promo- 
tion ; while the General, whenever he re- 
ceives it, very wisely gives a dinner. — The 
young man will, in due time, obtain his 
promotion; — but the hares, partridges, 
grouse^ black- game, and potted chars, will 
have had no concern whatever in bis ad- 
van'cement. 

** In the house adjoining^ there is a very 
eurious business going' on, which is rather 
in my way, but beneath my dignity •~Yqu 
see a gentleman immediately following a 
servant, who has just brought a dish into 
the^ room, which he is at this moment 
placing on the table. — Tt consists of maca- 
roni, which that very gentleman is famous 
for dressing; and he now sits down to eat 
of every thing but his own cookery, which 
he leaves to regale the palates of the rest 
of the company. — It is an odd whim, you 
will say; but in this' way he will some- 
times oblige a particular friend. On 
this occasion, however, he has another 
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motive for his culinary complaisance.-— 
There is a very pretty cook in that houses 
on whom he looks with an eye of concu* 
piscence, and he flatters himself that this 
entrte into the kitchen will give him an 
opportunity to make certain communica* 
tions to Mrs. Betty, which may induce her 
to assist him in preparing more palatable 
dishes than macaroni. 

" The t^te a tile party, which you see 
to the left of us," continued Asmodeua, 
•* is, by no means, a comfortable one, I 
assure you. — They are husband and wife, 
but their present disposition to each other, 
is as untoward as can well be imagined. — 
He is a lawyer of eminence, and just re^ 
turned home, fatigued with professional 
exertions, in the hope of enjoying a com- 
fortable dinner. On entering the house, 
the servant delivered him a letter, with 
which he proceeded to the eating- room^ 
where his lady was sitting lackadaysically 
by the fire. — He then perused the epistle^ 
and. having tprn it carelessly, he* threw the 
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pieces as carelessly under the grate. — FitiA- 
ing that' dinner would not be immediately 
served, he retired to his library. — The lady, 
having nothing better to do, to fill up the 
interval, took up two or three scraps of 
this letter, and, from certain expressions 
she happened to make out,^ her curiosity, 
or, perhaps, some stronger feeling, deter- 
mined her to examine the whole. — She 
found no difficulty in bringing them into 
the arrangement they possessed previous to 
their disjointed state ; when she found that 
they formed a most tender epistle to her 
feithful husban<l, from the daughier of the 
gardener at their country-house, in the 
vicinity of London, which, blended with 
many fond expressions, a few flattering re*- 
proaches at his late absence, during the 
long, very long, period of four days. — ^The 
learned gentleman was in the habit of 
mentioning the very great pleasure he took 
in cultivatiiig and improving his garden, 
and the lady had frequently remarked, but 
without the l^ast suspicion, tl^at he snatch)- 
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ed any hour which he could spare from his 
very important avocations to pay a visit to 
his favourite piece of pleasure ground : — 
she now found, however, that he had a 
sensitive plant there, which was the dar- 
ling object of his fond attentions. — Hrs 
temper is very impetuous, and she too 
well knew that anybitfer reproach of her'S 
would, probably, make bad worse : — she 
determined, therefore, to be silent, and to 
let the discovery speak for itself. — She'ac- 
eordin^gly placed the pieces of the letter, 
with a most intelligent regularity, in his ^ 
soup-plate, and left them to do their office. 
On dinner being served, he guickly ap- 
peared>7— saw the letter, — threw it into the 
lire,— looked very foolish, — burned his 
, mouth with the soup^ — took several glasses 
©f wine in succession, without knowing 
what he did ; — while she entered, sensibly 
enoijgh, but rather awkwardly, upon the 
topics of the day, in which attempt at conr- 
versation, he has not contributed a single 
word* Such i^.the situation in which you 
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now behold them. — But this unfortunate 
^velopement will be attended with no 
other consequence than the transfer of the 
sensitive- plant from the country to a snug 
little hot-lxouse, which will be provided for 
it in a bye-street in town.— This curious 
fracas^** continued Asmodeus, " is rather 
amusing -to me; — but, in a DeviFs Dic- 
tionary, mirth and mischief are synonimous 
termsL 

*^ I must now,** said Asmodeus, " beg 
leave to direct your attention to a larg^ 
house to the left of us, where half a 
dozen people are sitting down to a dinner, 
which has no proportion of the Splendour 
or conviviality of that you have so lately 
observed." " Indeed, it has not,'* replied 
the Count ; ^^ and, on a comparison, ha{S 
rather the appearan:pe of parsimony or po- 
verty. There is a certain calmness and 
sobriety in the demeanour, as well as the 
([countenances of the company, uhich 'by 
no mean^ encourage a wish, On my part, 
.to ^be one of their society. If there J9 
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any plea»sure or satisfaction among thehi, 
they seem determined to keep it to them- 
selves. As for ceremony, there is really 
so little of it, that I co»ld almost suppose 
I was looking at an ordinary, where the 
different persons that compose it, paid their 
respective quotas, and were, therefore, 
equally masters of the table/' 

** And it is this very tranquil appear- 
ance," replied the Demon, " this total ab- 
sence of ceremony and parade, which de- 
termines the real, unaffected satisfaction 
of every individual of that company.— 
It is a family dinner, where no exlraordi*- 
nary preparations have been made, and 
ts^here each brings that kind of affectionate 
regard, which considers all formalities a* 
not only unpleasant, but even insulting.— 
They all love one another with reciprocal 
sincerity, — see each other, every d^y, — and 
are, of course, in the continual comraunt- 
cation of kind attentions, and friendly 
ifficcs, — It is the feast of domestic- affec- 
tion, and therefore wants not the seasoa* 
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ing of luxurious splendour or intemperate 
joy. — ^They do not laugh with each other 
when pr^esent, that ihey may laugh at each 
other when absent; — they do not part 
with a perfect indifference whether they 
shall ever meet again: — on the contrary, 
they separate from the happy meeting of 
to- day, in the pleasing hope of repeating it 
to-morrow. 

" The master of the house is a gentle- 
man of considerable fortune, and who 
manages it with that judicious economy 
which renders it productive of equal good 
to himself and others. He does not make 
those extravagant entertainments which 
multiply the demands and heighten tlie 
clamour of creditors ; he would rather 
spare from his ordinary expenses, if it were 
necessary, to relieve the distressed. Though 
his table is not encumbered with costly 
decorations, it is crowned with plenty ; — 
and as you have seen it to day, so it has 
been throughout his life, and will conti^ 
nue to the end of it, — He too, when cir» 
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cumstances require, can be splendid in hfs 
hospitalities ; but his great aim is domestic 
comfort, and all his arrangements are or- 
dered with a view to that desirable object. 
In short, he makes that wise use of his 
fortune, which secures to him the most 
respectful esteem of all who are within its 
influence, and will turn, believe mc, to the 
best account, when his heirs have suc- 
ceeded to it.*' 

"There is such a striking difference," 
said Don Cleofas, " between this family 
and one which preceded it, as ahnpst to 
justify a suspicion that they are not of the 
same species." " There is no other dif- 
ference,'* replied Asmodeus, ** but that 
which is ever to be found betw^een \visdom 
and folly. 

" In the house adjoining," continued he, 
" there is another small family party, to 
which 1 must beg leave to introduce you, 
where your Lordship's greedy eye will havte 
less reason than ever toT:)e satisfied.'* " It 
is a very small one, indeed,'' answered Don 
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Cleofas ; " for an elderly lady and a stout 
young man, who, I presume, is her son, 
. or her nephew, or, perhaps, her grandson, 
are enjoying a tete a /(/^dinner, at a round 
table, by a comfortable fire- side ; and 
seem, both of them, to be obeying the 
impulse of a most excellent appetite. 

'* However just your observation may 
be," replied the Demon, *' as to their mu- 
tual relish for the good things of their little 
dinner, you are entirely mistaken, my good 
friend, as to the nature of their connec- 
tion ; for it is nothing less, believe me^ 
than that which is formed at the Altar. — 
The lady when she was young, was sacri- 
ficed by her friends to an old husband ;— 
and since she has grown old, she has been 
even with them, by sacrificing herself to a 
young one." *' Pardon me,*' interrupted 
the Count ; ^^ the sacrifice, I think, is on 
his part, when a youn r man niarries an 
old woman." " Your opinion may, in 

if 

general, be adopted,'* replied the Demon, 
y but not as in this case^ — when the youpg 
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tnatbhad not a farthing in the world, and 
the old woman brought him a portion of 
♦, fifty thousand pounds." 

" You are determined, however," said 
Don^Cleofas, " to wean me, hy degrees, 
from the temptation of sumptuous enter- 
tainments; for in the very next house I see 
a lady at table by herself, and, if I mistake 
not, she is reading a bouk instead of eating 
her dinner : perhaps she is a devotee, and 
prefaces her meal with some seasonable 
prayer, or religious treatise^ or pious con- 
templation/' 

/^ Prayers and contemplations," feplied 
the Demon, *' are by no means among 
her usual employments ; her whole life is 
pasaed in reading novels:— So infatuated 
is the fair person to that kind of study, that 
slie has the cover of a boob ornamented 
with religious emblems, in which she ne- 
ver fails to take a yolnme from the cir- 
culating-library, whenever she goes to 
church ; that she may pursue her favourite 
occupation without giving scandal to vul- 



/ 



lC6 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

gar people, who might be disposed to think 
Such a conduct no<: only improper but blas- 
phemous: so that while the congregation 
are addressing themselves to their Maker, 
or the clergyman is enforcing the duties of 
morality and religion, she is actually amu- 
sing herself with an high-flown epistle from 
some. Lady Elizabeth, to some confident 
tial Harriet ; considering the difficulties of. 
romantic passion, lamenting the miseries 
of unsuccessful love,, or enjoying the un- 
expected union of some persecuted and 
faithful pair. She has received within this 
hour, the last volume of a very interesting 
history lately published, and as her devo- 
tion suffers continual interruption from her 
impatience after calastrophesy you will jiot 
wonder when she permits her dinner to grow 
cold, that her curious mind may suffer no 
delay in being satisfied concerning the wind- 
ing up of the story she is now perusing with 
such an eager attention/' 

" It would really be a considerable gra- 
tification of my curiosity," said the Count, 
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*^ to know the nature of the memoirs 
which can interest the good lady so much, 
as to check her appetite, baffle the art 
of her cook, and render her soup un- 
palatable.' 

*' I would not mortify either your Lord- 
ship or myself," answered the Demon, 
'* with a detail of the nonsense which now 
occupies all the faculties of her mind and 
understanding.-^It will be sufficient for 
me to tell you, that the frivolity of the age 
affords a very shameful encouragement to 
a species of literary jcomposition c^led a 
novely which is nothing more than a ro- 
mance taken from the manners of the 
times ; and is, in general, worked up in 
such a form as to corrupt the minds of 
young women, and to enable old ones to 
murder that time of which they have so lit- 
tle remaining. These works are, in gene* 
ral, a disgrace to the press of an enlighten- 
ed country ; but as they suit the false taste 
ofihe period, and are profitable to the book- 
sellers, they find an encouragement which 
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reason laments, biit cannot prevent. The 
general plan of this kind of production, 
however the particular circumstances and 
characters of it may be varied, i? uniform 
tind determinate. The first chapter makes 
two young people acquainted with each 
other, — the second will probably produce a 
iTiiost violent 'and mutual passion, — twenty 
or thirty n)ore, according to the invention 
of the writer, will be full of dangers, dif- 
ficulties, tnortifications, hopes, fears, and 
despair; and it commonly falls to the lot 
of the last chapter, to have the honour of 
triumphing 'over them all, and crowning 
the lovers with complete felicity. Some 
authors indeed, who fancy that they shine 
m the j)athetic, will conclude their works 
with a lingering death — a stroke of self- 
murder — a funeral procession — a marble 
orn and despairing beauty. 

*' The history which is the object of 
this lady's anxious attention, is of the lat- 
ter description ; and if we were to wait 
here but another hour, you would see her 
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weeping at the melancholy Jpile, taking 
drops to cheer her languid spirits, and or- 
dering her coach to bear her to a card- 
party, ta dissipate the sorrows of the even* 
ing. 

** But more of this hereafter : — and to 
make you some amends for this picture of 
female folly, or rather of human depravity^ 
forj considered in all its circumstances, it 
well deserves that name, I will present a 
scene to you of a very diflferent and more 
exhilarating nature ; and for this purpose 
we will change our situation to the pedi- 
ment of a door, from whence you will 
have a very commanding view of the 
party I shall next offer to your contem- 
plation." This arrangement was no sooner 
proposed than accomplished ; and the Count 
enjoyed the full prospect of a small com- 
, pany assembled at dinner in the house op- 
posite to them. 

These worthy people,** said Asmodeus, 

are celebrating a wedding of this moriv 
ing, and though it is not attended with the 

VOL. II. I 
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splendour ot the nuptial feast you have so 
lately seen, in another part of the street, it 
is by no means of an uninteresting nature; 
and, as such, I Hatter myself that you witi 
find some little amusement in the following 
history'of it. 

** • Maby was the daughter of a respect- 
able farmer in a small town m the west of 
England, and having been chosen to be 
the companion of Alm^ria^ a young lady 
of her own age, who was the heiress of 
a wealthy gentleman in her ikthers 
neighbourhood, had acquired a manner 
of behaviour superior to her station^ and 
had improved the good understanding 
which nature had given her, by being fre- 
quently present at the instructions bestow- 
ed on her friend and protectress : but these 
advantages were not of long continuance ; 
for when Almeria attained the age of six- 
teen years, she bid adieu to the cpuntVy, 
in order to be ushered into polite life, 
under the care and guidance of an aunt, 
who resided in London. 
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" On taking leave of Mary, l;iowever> she 
jdied tears, and niade the most ardent pro- 
fessions of lasting friendship. She did, 
indeedj write occasionally to her village 
frientl, for some time after she was sepa- 
rated from her ; but the novelty of her 
situation, the crowd of new acquaintance^ 
and the pleasures of fashionable life, soon 
rendered such a correspondence indifFe- 
reint, if not irksome to her; and Mary, who 
found herself neglected, and thought her- 
self forgotten, endeavoured to find consola- 
titm in performing the duties of an affecr- 
tionate child to an infirm and tender father. 

" In this situation she would have beea 
contented ; but two enemies appeared in 
diflferent forms, to disturb her repose, and 
embitter the innocent comforts of her life; 
a mother-in-law, who was jealous of her 
superior merit, and the curate of the parish, 
^ who was become too sensible of it, — The 
former made her wretched frpm the conti- 
nual occasion she took to thwart and mor- 
tify her ; while the latter destroyed the lit 

I 2' ' 
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tie satisfaction that remained, by inspiring 
her tender bosom with a chaste, but inau- 
spicious passion. With the one she suffered 
all the rigours of envious tyranny ; and if 
she tied from the evils of it, to the asylum 
that was offered her in the arms of the 
other, though she might find love, it 
would be associated with that povef ty which 
would deprive it of every charm, and ren- 
der her distress still more afflicting, by 
heightening ^he sensibilities of it. 

'* At length, Mary's father, who had' 
long been in a declining state, paid the 
•last debt which is due to nature.- — She re- 
ceived his dying benediction, and retired 
in an agony of grief, from the chamber of 
an expiring parent. But her former 
uneasinesses vanished from her rement- 
brance on a view of those distresses which 
rrow threatened her. The artifices of her 
step mother had prevailed so far as to de- 
prive her of the paternal property which, by 
every natural right, belonged to her ; and 
as slie was left destitute of fortune, her lover 



IN ENGLAND. 173 

began to gro\$ cool ; till, at length, he actu- 
ally forsook her^ and transferred his af- 
fections to the daughter of a wealthy far- 
mer in the same village. Nay, the day 
shortly arrived, when that hand, which had 
been so often pledged to Mary, was to be 
given to another. 

" The poor, unhappy girl, persecuted 
as she was by the mockeries of her niother* 
in-law, and possessing too much pride to 
remain thescornof those who had so long 
envied her superior endowments, packed up 
a little bundle of necessaries, and, while the 
village was assembled to see the nuptial pror 
cession, stole secretly from the house. She 
took a private paLh,'with the determination to 
pursue her way to London, and throw her 
self on the friendship, or, at least, the huma- 
nity of Almeria. As she crossed the fields, 
the marriage peal smote her ear ; and, while 
it quickened her step, it added to the pain- 
ful throbbings of her heart. It was not 
long, however, before she gained the high- 
road to the capital; where,, hurried, fatigued, 
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and afflicted, she sat down upon a stone, 
and gave vent to her tears. 

" At this moment, a young man dresseii 
intnourning, rode up to the place where she 
sat, and made his enquiries in such a manner, 
as induced her to tell him that she was un- 
fortunate, and was directing her course to- 
, wards .London. He replied that be was 
the master of two broad- wheel waggons 
which were just behind, and that she should 
not only be welcome to a place in either of 
them, but that he would take upon him to 
conduct her in safety, and without any cosC 
on her part, to the end of her journey. 

** It may now, perhaps, be proper to ob- 
serve,'* continued the Demon, *^ that Mary 
was Indebted to nature for something bet- 
ie)c than beauty. She possessed a form, a 
countenance, and a voice that commanded 
an interest in sensible minds, and the master 
of the waggons happened to be endued 
with a sensibility which does not often 
accompany such a station; and, indeed, 
is very rarely to be found in any cha- 
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Tacter that has been educated in the tram* 
mels of worldly concerns. When the first 
waggon arrived, Mary was seated in the 
most commodious part of it ; and the own* 
er of the machine had, during the course of 
the journey, so far gained, by his assiduities* 
on the confidence of the fair traveller, that 
she ventured to communicate to him the 
unreserved history of her sorrows and dis- 
iippointments. 

*^ On their arrival in town, the friendly 
carrier attended her to AlmerJu's housei 
where she was received with kindness, an4 
tepericncfid the cheering consolatiops of 
protecting frisendship. But thi$ is not all ; 
for* a few weeks after, the master of th^ 
waggons, who had since been obliged iq 
i^main in the country, to settk the affairs of 
his fether, who had died some time before, 
paid her a visit, and offei?ed her to become 
the naistreas of the waggon in which *shq 
rode, and to share, besides, a very qomfort-? 
able situation wUh him. She was already 
rath^ prepossessed in his favour, and Al? 
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meria approving very much of the connec- 
tion, Mary consented to his proposal, and 
they were married this morning. On this 
occasion Almeria conducted herself towards 
her village friends with a becoming gene- 
rosity ; and it is at her house that you now 
behold the celebration of this happy marri- 
age/' 

' '^ This is a most pleasant little history," 
said Don Cleofas^ ** and I think would 
form the subject of an excellent novel for 
the old lady to take to church with her^ to 
quicken the dull period of public worship." 

" I perfectly agree with you/' replied 
Asmodeus ; '^ and to give you an adequate 
idea of this species of composition, I will 
take up your suggestion, and let you into 
the manner in which such a literary busi* 
ness might be very completely arranged. 

*' First of all, we must turn the farmer 
of the village into the parson of it ; the 
curate into a country 'squire; the broad- 
wheeled waggon into an elegant post- 
coach ; and the carrier into a Mr. ■ , 
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the accomplished son of a wealthy Baronet, 
who was one among the numerous ad- 
mirers of Almeria. We must then make 
Almeria so jealous of Mary, as to treat 
the poor girl very ill at first, and turn her 
out of doors afterwards. — Mary must then 
be represented as suffering every kind of 
distress ; but possessing virtue sufficient to 
resist all the -dangers and temptations of 
ber calamitous situation. In the mean 
time, Mr.. R— " — ~ must, in consequence 
of the advice of some rich relations, be 
dispatched by his father to the continent^ 
on account of his avowed attachment to 
Mary. — ^vl history of his constancy-^his 
miseries — and his travels, will, of course, 
follow J— then kill all his relations without 
mercy, place bis father on his death-bed, 
hurry him back to England, to receive 
a paternal blessings and succeed to the title 
and estate of - bis femily. After a very 
anxious pursuit and continual enquiry, let 
him, at length, axx some very unexpected 

and unaccountable , manner, discover his 

I 3 
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darling Mary in an humble^ but rirttious 
f ituation» from whenoe he must inatantly 

remove her, to make her Lady B . 

*' By way of episode or under- plot, Al- 
meria, after having been for some time tt 
coquette of consideration, may be made to 
marry a dissipated man of fashion, and to 
become a dissipated woman of fashion : she 
'may then be separated from her husband, 
•and left to the grief of morning nerves, 
the hurry of evening dissipation^ and the 
mortificMions of faded beauty. — Thus, I 
flatter myself," continued he, " the busi- 
ness would be admirably well completed ; 
and I am vain enough to think, . that this 
sketch, finished as it might be, would give 
bread to some poor fellow of a hackney- 
writer, for twelve months to come." 

*' And if you have the power," said Don 
Cleofas, ^' it would be charity to inspire 
such an one with the thoi^ht. But my 
attention is ajready transferred to a scene 
in the adjoining house, which is as unia- 
*telUgihle to cue, as any that have 
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preceded it, till you were so k ind as to un:* 
' ibid the history of them, ' There is,*' con« 
tinued he, ^' seated at table, a middle-aged 
man, . in a shabby military dress,, with a 
woman somewhat younger than himself^ 
and three children, whose appearance does 
not at all suit the grandeur of the apartment^ 
and the elegance of the dinner. At the 
same time a gentleman, -who, I presume, 
is^ the master of the house, shews them 
every possible attention, and is now serving 
them himself with wine, frony a small 
round table by his side, which, I suppose, 
is placed there in order to supersede the 
attendance of servants. — While you were 
concluding the history of your novel, I ob^ 
served, that on the gentleman's leaving tha 
room for a few minutes, the officer rose in- 
stantly £romhis chair to embrace the woman 
and children with that impatient warmth, 
which denotes him to be the affectionate bus- 
band of the one, and the tender father of the 
other. — At the same time I cannpt 
account for his returning so hastily tp 
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his place without uttering a syllable, and 
with an air of apprehension that this stolen 
indulgence of his affections might be dis- 
covered by the sudden return of the gen- 
tleman." 

** It is exactly/' said the Demon, ** as 
you have imagined : but to give you a satis- 
factory explanation of what you have seen, 
I must trouble you with another story to 
affect your sensibility, — to awaken your 
surprise, and to satisfy your humanity. 

'* 'the master of that house is a noble- 
man of great wealth and distinguished 
virtue; but his character is principally 
marked with a peculiar turn of humour, 
^nd the love of what may be called frolic, 
which predominate in all his actions: The 
indulgence even of his humane disposition 
must be accompanied with the gratification 
of his singular propensity. But I shall 
explain myself niore to your satisfaction by 
giving you an history of the business 
which has so naturally stimulated your pre- 
sent curiosity. 
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" This nobleman, who is continually on: 
the watch to indulge his humour, had ob« 
served, for some time, that whenever he 
passed through St. Jameses Park, he was 
sure to see a military gentleman of about 
fifty years of age, of a melancholy and un- 
prosperous appearance, always walking by 
himself in the Mall, or sitting alone upon 
a bench. 

** This gentleman the noble Lord marked 
out as a most desirable object for one of hiB 
benevolent frolics ; and having caused the 
necessary enquiries to be made concerning 
him, his Lordship found that he was exactly 
the unfortunate and neglected man who 
would suit his purpose. He had originally 
laid out the whole of his little fortune in 
the purchase of a commission, — bad,, dur- 
ing the last war, behaved with uncommon 
bravery, and at the conclusion of it, been 
left to starve upon half-pay. — It also apr 
peared, on further enquiry, that the poor 
captain having a wife and several children, 
had been under the necessity of sending 
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them into Yorkshire, tvhtther he constantly 
remitted them one- half of his pay, which 
would not be sufficient for their subsistence 
near the metropolis, and reserved the other 
moiety to keep himself on the spot, where 
alone he could hope for gn opportunity of 
obtaining a more advantageous situation. 
These particulars were precisely such as 
would suit the noble Lord's purpose, and 
he immediately began to prepare them for 
the indulgence of his own peculiar gratifi- 
cation, 

*' After some time, when every previous 
circumstance of the plan had been adjusted^ 
he sent a message of invitation to the cap-- 
tain, desiring the favour of his company to 
dinner the day following. The poor, for* 
lorn officer was not less astonished than 
delighted at this most unexpected message ; 
he therefore accepted the invitation with 
the most grateful adcnowledgments, an4 
employed the interval in flattering his hopes^ 
that' s(3tth a mark of civility frmn a noble^ 
man whollyi^unknown to him, must have 
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arisea from some secret drcumstance^ 
"which woakl undoubtedly . promote a 
happy change in his present uncomfortable 
situation. 

<^ The next day the noble Lord received 
him with very distinguished civility ; and 
taking him aside with an air of great 
secrecy and importance, astonished the cap- 
tain with the information, that he had 
requested the favour of his company to dine, 
by the desire of a l^dy, who had long- had 
a peculiar regard for him, aqd very anxiously 
wished to be presented to him ; a circum- 
stance which, from her situation, it was 
impossible for her to acoompUsh, without 
the assistance of a friend : he had, there- 
fore^ taken the liberty to bring them toge- 
ther, as it would prove, he. hoped, to their 
mutual satisfaction. While his Lbrdship 
was speaking, he enjoyed the profound 
astonishment which appeared in the cap- 
tein^s fece ; who, after he had a little reco*- 
vered himself, began a reply wilj;^. great 
solemnity, in which he laboured to insi- 
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nuate^ in the best manner he could, that 
he doubted the truth of this relation, and 
that therefore it became him to resent the 
insult offered liim : bu,t the Peer put an end 
to his doubts, by laying his hand on his 
breast, and very devoutly swearing, that 
he had told him nothing which he did not 
believe himself to be true, and assured 
him, that a few minutes would convince 
him of the truth or falsehood of his asser^ 
tions, as the lady in question would meet 
him at table. 

*^ At this moment dinner was afinounced^ 
and the Captain entered the eating- room 
in a mixed state of curiosity and apprehen- 
sion, which, as you may suppose, instantly 
gave way to his most inexpressible asto- 
nishment, when he saw his wife and children 
seated at the table, in an equal state of 
surprise at the sight of him. — For the 
good Lord had began his frolic, Jby framing 
some plausible pretence to induce them*^ 
change their retreat in Yorkshire for hi& 
house in Loridon. 



IN ENGLAND. 185 

** The looks of astonishment at the un- 
expected meeting ®f these worthy people, 
with the amiable and happy confusion that 
followed, and the difficulty of getting them 
to eat any thing that was set before them, 
with various other awkward circumstances, 
arising from the peculiar situations of 
the party, afforded all the entertainment 
to the noble Lord which he expected to 
derive from his whimsical arrangement 

"-You are now," continued Asmodeus, 
^* suffidently acquainted with the business, 
to reconcile what you have seen to your 
own understanding: — but the last act of 
this pleiisant comedy still remains to be 
jperformed : — and as we have not time to 
wait for the exhibition of it, you must re- 
ceive it from my description. 

" You must know then, that in the 
course of the evening, the noble Lord will 
apologize to his company for transacting a 
little business in their presence with his 
lawyer, who will be called in to execute a 
deed, which, on hearing it read, the asto^ 
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nished Captain will perceive to be nothing 
less than a settlement of a handsome pro* 
vision on himself and family during their 
lives. The Peer, will enjoy, with in6nite 
pleasure, the further emotions of his 
guests during the recital of this parcli* 
rnent ; ifnd^ having executed it, will present 
it to the officer^ with a request that it 
may be received without any expressioiis 
of acknowledgment; assuring hiim, at the 
same tmie, that he dx)i4d not hav£ acted 
as he had dcme, if he could have employed 
his time or his money in any other way 
that wonkl have procured him more 8atis<» 
fiu:tion.^ 1 • 

^^ As you obntri^ed an adiAirable DORrel 
from the last story," said Don Cfeolas, 
^* yoil might surely produce an excelient 
comedy froin this, under the title of The 
good Humomist.'* *' The idea is not a 
bad one,*' replied Asmodeua; " but the 
kind of comedy that makes people *^cry 
£3r joy, and which, after all, possesses the 
best tendencies of draioatic composition, is 
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not the taste of the present day. People 
now prefer to be amused with puns that 
would disgrace common conversation,-^-^© 
be delighted with extravagant caricatures 
of nature, and >to laugh at that grimace 
which, a few years ago, was only to be 
found on the stage of a mountebank.—* 
However, if you will cast your eyes into 
the lower room of the house, two doors 
beyond that which we have been just ex- 
amining, you will see two gentlemen, who 
are sitting over their wine, and whose con- 
versation would , form an admirable scene 
for a crying comedy. 

" Of all the passions which beset poor 
liuman natnre, the most tyrannical is the 
love of play : — all tlie others possess the 
power of malting some reparation for the 
pains t hey V occasion, by the pleasure .they 
produce: — but the gamester is in a conti- 
rmal fever. — A gaming-table presents a 
scene, where no smile gladdens the coun- 
tenance; — no real joy cheers the heart;-— 
where th^ voice utters no pleasing sounds 
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— in short, where men meet to despoil and 
ruin each other, and where th6 contest is 
so obstinate and so often renewed, that^ 
in the end, all the combatants may be said 
to remain on the field of battle. — ^This 
furious and determined spirit levels all dis- 
tinctions, and is sometimes seen to involve 
women in its destructive vortex. — Those 
lovely beings, without whom the two ex- 
tremities of life would be without help, 
and the interval without pleasure, are too 
frequently rendered, by this destructive 
passion5 insensible to the duties, the ho- 
nour, and best enjoyments of life. 

*^ The gentleman in black' is so unfor* 
tunate as to be married to a lady who is 
under this fatal influence ; and he is now 
consulting a confidential friend as to the 
means of controlling a disposition which 
destroys his happiness, perplexes his afiairs, 
and, if continued in its present train, will 
bring him to ruin. — At the same time, he 
is so dotingly fond of this infatuated wo- 
man^ that he cannot prevad on himseif ta 
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assume the necessary resoltttion to correct 
the evil. — When ^Jtie gives him an account 
of her losses, and requires the nieans of 
repairing them, he sighs, but he does not 
frown ; and when a cool opinion of her 
conduct, and a peremptory declaration that 
he would leave her to the consequences of 
it, might put an end to the calamity, he, 
without a word of remonstrance on her 
ruinous propensity, executes a mortgage to 
enable her to continue in the indulgence 
of it. To some mode of averting the im- 
pending danger, he now finds that he must 
have recourse; but he anxiously wishes, 
before he applies- the severity of restraint,'to 
employ some artifice, or create some alarm, 
which may restore him to his comforts, 
by restoring her to herself. — For this pur- 
pose he is consulting a friend, whose un- 
derstanding, knowledge of the world, and 
long experienced friendship, peculiarly qua-^ 
lify him to offer the best remedies, which 
the peculiar nature and state of the di^ 
order require^ — As his counsels on the 
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occasion are rather curious^ a^ well as ort* 
^inal, I will repeat them to you in the very 
Words in- which they are deliv^ed. 

** * As I am j)erfectly acquainted with 
your unbounded affection for Mrs. H ■ ■ , 
and the difficulty of persuading you to 
act, in the first instance, with that energy 
and determined spirit, which, I fear, yOu 
must be obliged to exercise at last, I sbaU 
repeat such ideas as have presented 
themselves to my mind, when I have 
reflected upon an evil h sometimes see^ 
and which I have been very much con- 
cerned to perceive, is yowr unfortunate 
allotment. — I need not add, — that this evil 
IS, — a gambling mfe.--^I know not whe- 
ther you will think my plan practicable, or, 
if it should appear to be so. in itself, whe- 
ther you can conjure up those spirits which 
will render it successful.^—At all events, it 
will furnish hints for your future conduct, 
and turn your thoughts more eflfectually to 
the relief- of your very distnessfol situa- 
tion.— To accomplish your object, there- 
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fore, in the way which I am about to pro* 
pose, you must, in the first place, get rid 
of certain scruples, and consent to practise 
what, however, must certainly be cond- 
dered as a very allowable deceit. — Thefirst 
time, then, that Madam may have been so 
unsuccessful as to render it necessary for 
her to apply to you for a contribution to 
her card-purse, be prepared to furnish it 
with an unusual appearance of careless ease 
and good-humour. — Inform her, in a tone 
of pleasantry, that you cannot now hesi- 
tate to afford her the means, while you 
possess them, of gratifying her favourite 
-passion, since you are yourself become 
subject to it, — feel all its irresistible im- 
pulses, — and have been elected into a 
gaming-club, in order to indulge them.' — 
You must then, but not with too much 
precipitation, appear to undergo a very ap- 
parent change in your manners. — Relax 
somewhat in your habitual attentions to 
her, — moderate, in her presence, your 
usual indulgence to your children^ — and 
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grow cool in your literary pursuits. — Pass 
much of your time from home, and return 
thither at very late . hours ; — appear, at 
times, absent and thoughtful and^silent, — 
and, now and then, a little fretful. — Let 
her find you occasionally practising with 
dice, and calculating chances ; — and give 
her an opportunity of observing that you 
relax in attention to your domestic affairs. 
— Send for your steward from the country, 
and let your trans^ictions with him wear 
the appeamnce of great mystery. — Invite 
no one to dine with you, — ^^and let her 
come down to dinner some day, and find 
no appearance of your service of plate, 
either on the table or the side- board; — and 
when she inquires into the cause of a cir- 
cumstance so mortifying to her pride, — 
just hint, in a pettish way, that you did 
not know, till very lately, the intimate, 
and, indeed, natural connection there ^as 
between the gaming table and the pawn- 
broker's- shop* — Some explanation must 
consequently follow, — when your ilKfortune 
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may be displayed in very lamentaLle co- 
lours, — and you may conclude the melan- 
choly detail with a peremptory declaration, 
that, if the remaining part of the winter 
does not prove more successfiil, you must 
sell your house hi town, and retire on a 
limited income into the country, — and, 
without seeming to notice her as having 
any concern in your resolution, you may 
add, that if you have been so foolish as to 
risk your own ruin, }X)u will not be so 
wicked as to hazard that of your children. 
Then ring the bell, with much apparent 
agitation, and order your carriage. It will 
now be impossible for her not to make 
some observations on the extraordinary 
change which lias taken place in your con- 
duct. When you may reply, with a shrug, 
and rather in a sarcastic tone of discon- 
tent, that you are sensible the love of play 
has changed your character and conduct,—- 
that it has now done the same' for you, 
which it had already done for her, and 
that, of course, the time has arrived when 

VOL. II, K 
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you meet each other upon equal terms, as 
a husband and a wife ought to do. — That 
you have imitated her pleasures, adopted 
her manners, and are not without very 
serious apprehensions, of both of you being 
soon obliged to submit to those mortifying 
circumstances which are menaced by your 
mutiial pursuits. — A turn across the 
room, — a white handkerchief, — and an 
unwilling tear, would heighten the effect; 
and the latter, I am persuaded, you will be 
able to command, for well I know, that aa 
abundance of them would ever be ready to 
flo^ for the deception you are compelled 
to practise. Some plan of this kind, 
which you must vary according to circum- 
stances, and pursue with firmness and 
energy, may answer your purpose, and 
restore you to that comfort you have so 
long lost, and which of all men I know 
you best deserve. If the piece should 
want a third person, I am ready to take 
any part which the occasion may re- 
quire.' *' 
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** There appears to be some plausibilitjr' 
in the proposition," observed E)pn Cleofas;' 
** but I have my doubts whether this 
affectionate husband will be able to carry 
it into execution. May Task the favour 
of your worship, to satisfy my curiosity, 
which "Yather longs to be gratified as to the 
result of this negotiation?*' 

^' Have a little patience, my good Lord," 
replied Asmodeus ; "for the negotiation 
is not yet completed. There is another 
article in it, which I am about to repeat 
to you. After some short pause, to gije 
the distressed husband a little time to re- 
volve in his mind the scheme already pro-* 
posed, he is now about to suggest another, 
which you shall immediately hear. 

** * I knovi^ the nature of the task which 
I have- imposed upon you, and that the 
acting, any part foreign to your nature, 
and in violation of truth, will be an ardu- 
ous business for you to perform ; but you 
are to consider the value of the object, 

and the importance of the duty, and from 
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what a very painful conclusion it is to pre- 
serV'C you. Another idea, however, has 
started in my mind on the .ubject, which, 
though it may have some appearance of 
levity blended with it, is not, I think, to 
be rejected without a little consideration. 

" * The proposition I have now to make, 
if you do not feel yourself disposed to 
carry on the very serious farce which I 
have just offered to your attention, is to 
accompany Mrs. H wherever the 

love of play may lead her, to watch her 
motions, and, under the pretence of in* 
strutting her, to attend to her play, to 
appear anxious for her success, to applaud 
her when she plays well, to correct her whea 
she plays ill ; and to be ever by her side 
when the cards are in her hand: — on your 
return home, you must renew the subjects 
of the card- table; and, if - possible, , play 
every game over again. Such a continual 
restraint will distress and embarrass her : 
Your presence and your lessons will be- 
come insupportable, and she will rather 
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aLstain altogether from play, than have 
such a witness, and such a censor, as your- 
self, continually hovering around her; 
more espedally as you are ever ready to 
allow her the entire liberty of enjoying 
those pleasures which are consistent with 
the duties and decorums of virtuous life.* 

" This/* said the Count, ** may be an 
excellent mode to cure the lady of an in* 
ordinate love of gaming; but, at the 
same time, it is most cariously contrived 
to make her hate her husband. — And now, 
I trust that your communicative spirit 
will inform me as to the success of these 
original theories, of whose practical effects, 
however, I do not entertain any very san- 
guine expectation/* 

** I shall answer you,'* replied the Devil, 
** by the information that there will be no 
occasion to have recourse to them. The 
lady herself will save her fond husband the 
trouble. She will, this evening, lose a 
sum of money to a gentleman ; and, being 
unable to pay it, must be obliged tQ 
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•intreat his patience for a few days ; when 
he will whisper in her ear, that by one 
tender houTy alone, she may discharge the 
debt. Alarmed and mortified at a pro- 
posal which she must submit to hear, 
.without daring to resent it ; — in a state of 
humiliation which she never Bfefore expe- 
rienced ; — and, having brought herself to 
be treated as a common prostitute, she 
will return home in a paroxysm of rage, 
which will, most fortunately, end in a 
.cool and determined resolution never to 
play again; and, what is better still, — she 
•will keep it. Such is the nature and ope- 
ration of the huHMin passions! The love 
that was due to the best of husbands, the 
affection that was claimed by four beau- 
.tiful children, had lost all their influence 
in the breast of this wayward woman, — 
while a moment's alarm given to her pride, 
restores them both.'' 

** This is a denouement," said the noble 
Spaniard, " which I did not altogether 
expect. — But from whence proceeds that 
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burst of laughter, which, while I am 
making the inquiry, is repeated with aug- 
mented violence ? It appears to issue 
from the house whose portico affords us 
our present situation." *' It is even so/' 
replied the Demon ; " and in order to 
gain a view of the party, we must remove 
to a similar position on the other side of the 
way/ This being instantly effected, — 
** It is, I perceive,'' said the County 
^* from that room which is so finely 
adorned with pictures, that the strain of 
merriment proceeded; but, instead of 
large company, which I expected to finc\ 
I see no more than two gentlemen, who are 
dining, to all appearance, in great luxury. 
They must, however, possess a \ery un- 
common share of wit, to enliven a tele d 
tite with such violent hilarity/ 

*^ The person who sits in the arm chair," 
replied Asmodeus, " and is now pouring 
out a glass of champagne for his compa- 
nion, is a man of a very singular character; 
Jle possesses infinite pleasantry, which ha 
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has contrived to apply in such a manner, as 
to make it stand in the stead of estate and 
fortune. By his superior convivial and col- 
loquial qualities, under the disposition of 
a consummate knowledge of n>ankind, he 
has contrived to be a Member of Parlia- 
ment, — to obtain a profitable place under 
Government, — to associate vfith the first 
people in the kingdom, and live in elegance 
and luxury. By way oi ^fimik^ — he will 
die in debt to half the town, leave some of 
his most intimate friends in a stale of great 
embarrassment from their engagements fof 
bim^ and contrive, nieverthetess,. to be- 
queath his family an income of fifteen 
hundred pounds a year/* 

^ Then I presume,** said the County 
^^ that the gentleman who is with him, i» 
some very confidential friem^ and thafe 
they are both lai^hing at the cuUibility of 
mankind.'* 

•* By no means,'* replied Asmodeus, 
** for he is the actual dupe of the present 
moment, and has not the least susfNcion 
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that a good dinner, excellent wines, and so 
much wit, can be employed to pick his 
pocket. He is, in fiict, a fashionable 
auctioneer, and has just been persuaded 
to advance a large sum of money upon the 
pictures which hang round the room^ 
though three others of the same profession 
have, at different times, been previously 
induced to make similar advancements on 
this valuable collection ; for which, after 
all, the person who originally sold them td 
their present possessor has never been paid 
a shilling. 

^* Such a character as this, is, of all 
others, the most dangerous to civil society : 
I do not mean with respect to the mere 
frauds practised on individuals, which do 
not extend their misahief beyond the per- 
sons who suffer by them ; but from the fa-* 
culty of preserving himself in reputation 
and society with so many disgraceful im^ 
putations annexed to his character, by the 
sole art of creating a laugh at his vices, and 
making (hem the subject of irresistible jo-r 

K3 
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Cularity. — For you may be ^dured^ th< 
the man who is able by his wit and his 
cunning to make a notorious act of dis« 
fionesty appear to be a good joke, is more 
hostile to the general interests of the com* 
munity, than the villain who lives by plun- 
der ; in the same proportion as the moral 
qualities of a man's heart are s\iperior to 
the guineas he carries in his purse. 

** But I must quit my moralizing strain,** 
said the Demon, *• to request your attention 
to the next house, where a pale, emaciated 
figure of a young man, wrapped up in flan- 
nels^ and reclining on a sofa, is making a 
Rickly dinner on a single potatoe : but with 
all this miserable appearance, he is, 1 assure 
you, in estate of preparation to be married." 
" That may be,'' replied the Count, « but 
it will be to his grave : if there is any truth 
in appearances, his nuptial robe will be a 
winding sheet"— 

** You never were more mistaken in your 
life,' answered the Demon; " his disorder is 
by no means desperate, and is of such a 
nature, that he must absolutely be made 
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worse, in order to be made better. — He is 
really contracted to one of the finest wo- 
men in the kingdom, who is so superior to 
vulgar prejudices, that,, though she knows 
his present sufferings are the fruits of a. 
Qontamination from the lowest prostitutes, 
consents to take him for a husband ; and. 
sends every day, in the kindest manner 
possible, to enquire concerning the progress 
of his cure. The nuptials, therefore^ are 
necessarily delayed ; for, to tell you. the 
truth, they will depend as much on the^ 
licence of the surgeon, as on that of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

" Li the house adjoining, d. violent friend, 
of the pfarty in opposition to the present 
Ministers,, is giving a dinner to several o£ 
the leading members of it. — In that com- 
pany there are men who possess as great 
talents and as corrupt principles as ever were 
known to elevate or debase the human cha- 
racter.:— But I shall take an opportunity to 
introduce you to an intimate, acquaintance 
with them at a more suitable opportunity,. 
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At present, as you may perceive, theardoor 
of ambition is checked, — the sighs of pa- 
triotisij> are smothered, — the burthen of 
oppressive taxes are rendered impercepti- 
ble; — and the haughty ignorance of Mi- 
nisters is superseded by the joys of convi- 
vial society. — Demireps of fashion, — pros- 
titutes of reputation, — diaries of the gam- 
ing-table, — and rtie improving topics of 
the horse course and thefox-chace, occupy 
the deep discourse. The loud burst of 
laughter however^ which has jwst escaped 
them, W9S caused by au honest country 
'squire, who is of no party whatever, and 
was accidentally invited tomakeoqe of the 
company, h must, indeed, be acknowledg- 
ed that he made a most ridiculous blander, 
and well deserves I he mockery of jovial peh 
triots ; for he actually proposed as a toast, 
' Long life to his present Majesty/ 

" In the first-floor of the next house, 
you will not perceive either mirth or festi- 
vity ; but if you turn your eyes to that 
quarter, you will see an old bachelor and 
a very excellent man, who is taking his dia- 
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her by himself, with far more real satisfac- 
tion and virtuous contentment, than could 
be extracted from that 'huge mass of com- 
pany which we have just quitted. 

'* That gentleman is a learned, accom- 
plished, and worthy character. His estate is 
very considerable, -and his expenses very 
moderate.; but the tranquil privacy of hii 
life does not arise from any avaricious prin- 
ciple, but n>erely to avoid the trouble and 
r'estraint of living up to his fortune. — When 
he is in town, he resides in a lodging, with 
no other attendants than a footman, and a 
maid-servant. In the country his estab- 
lishment is not nrore numerous than is ab- 
solutely necessary for his own convenience. 
He certainly does not spend a fifth part of 
his income on himself: — Nevertheless, he' 
thought proper, so lately as last week, to 
add five thousand pounds to the marriage 
portion of one of his nieces. 

** But as we have pretty well exhausted thii 
street of its history /'said Asmodeus; " we wilf 
remove,, if you please, for the few rainutea 
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we have to spare oadiaing parties, to anotheG 
situation/' — This proposition was no soon- 
er made than executed; and Don Cleofas^ 
found himself at tlie top of a house, which 
commanded an entire view, of a« tavern in 
the neighbourhood of St. Jameses Palace; 

*' In the large room, on the first floor/* 
continued Asmodeu% " you see an assem^ 
bly of English Baronets; a: species of 
knights whose honours are hereditary.— 
but do not suppose, I beg of you, that any 
thing like the true spirit of knighthood.ani- 
mates their characters. — The hardihood p£ 
ancient chivalry is not felt by any, and is 
even unknown, to. many,, of them. — No* 
scheme of public benefit — no plan, of patri- 
otic benevolence has summoned them to* 
gether. — ^The honour of their Order, or 
i:ather the silly vanity of certain indivi- 
duals of it, has produced this meeting ; the- 
important business of which is, to consider 
of the mode to be employed in addressing 
the King, to grant these meritorious cha- 
racters some additional mark, of personal- 
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disfitietion. — ^They are not contented with 
a title for themselves, their wives, and the 
elder branches of their posterity ; — they 
do not think it sufficient that their daugh- 
ters should take place after those of Peers 
of the Realm, and that their arms should 
be emblazoned with a bloody hand; but, 
like children, who having got one bauble, 
instantly cry for another ; tljey are idly am^ 
bitious of obtaining permission to wear the 
bloody hand encircled in a star, on their 
coats, or to dangle in the form of a me- 
dallion from a ribband, on their waistcoats* 
However, for the credit of the Order, not 
a tenth part of those who possess it, are 
concerned in forwarding these silly preten- . 
sions; and they who are most eager,in the 
business, are chiefly tho^e of the latest 
jcreation. 

The knight, a weak, good-humoured, 
vain mart, who is now stammering out 
a speech on the occasion, obtained his title 
in the following manner: — A former 
Minister being continually persecuted by a 
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person who had been of some use to hin>, 
for a remuneration of his serv ices, at length 
told him, that there was no other imme- 
diate possibility of satisfying him, unless 
he would accept of a Baronet's pa- 
tent : but as honours alone wilt not appease 
an hungry stomach, or pay a tailor's bill, or 
discharge the rent of a lodging, the poor 
man remonstrated in a very earnest manner> 
on the impropriety of such a donation ; 
when he was informed that a blank was 
left for the name, and that he might dis^ 
pose of the title to the best bidder. The 
worthy gentleman whom I have just 
pointed out to you, eager to advance his 
rank in society, gave fifteen hundred 
pounds that his name might occupy the 
space.'* ** And very probably,'* interrupted 
Don Cleofas, " he does not think that he 
has had enough for his money," — " At all 
events," replied the Demon, " he has better 
grounds to go upon than those who have 
received their title as a personal favour from 
their Sovereign, or to whom it has dc- 



IN ENGLANXr. 200 

scended (torn their ancestors. — But, after 
all, the petty ambition of these good peo» 
pie must content itself with their present 
situation ; for after having been very gene- 
rally laughed at by the sensible part of 
mankind, they vrill not be able to get 
another drop from the fountain of honour, 
to quench the thirst of their ridiculous 
vanity. 

- " Look into the room/' said the Demon> 
on the ground-floor, where three gentler- 
men, who have finished their dinner, are 
drinking toasts to patriotism, and to beauty : 
-—But this is not the real object of their 
meeting : — the youngest of the three, who 
has lately succeeded to a large estate, is to 
be enlivened by Burgundy out of his usual 
precaution ;— cards will then be proposed--* 
and he will, in the end, pay five hundred 
pounds for the pleasure- which he lias de- 
rived from the agreeable party. 

" I shall conclude this branch of omr 
excursion," continued Asmodeus, ** with 
desiring you to observe a tite a Ute iii the 
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adjoining room, which consists of a town^ 
bred man of fashion, who has a place at 
Court, and a respectable country gentleman. 
The former passed two months during the 
last summer, at the seat of the latter in a 
distant county, where he, his servants, and 
his horses, were entertained in plenty, and 
with a cordial welcome :- — And in returu 
for all this civility, he has invited his. couiii- 
try friend, who is come to town on busi- 
ness, to a tavern dinner, for which he wilt 
allow him to pay half the reckoning. 
. ** The worthy 'squire will, as you may 
suppose quit London with very unfavour- 
able impressions of its hospitality, and a 
full determination that this gentleman, at 
least, shall never be again invited to partake 
of that which he has always practised in . 
the country. 

" But this is a time of the ex'ening," ob- 
served the Demon, '' when other objects 
are ready to present themselves. to our ob- 
servation : we will, therefore, if your Lordr 
ship's curiosity does not demand repose> 
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proceed to a review of them/' — The Count 
did not hesitate a moment in expressing a 
desire to continue the instructive progress ; 
and they immediately took their flight to 
another quarter of the town. 



GHAP. XII. 

The Evening Parties of Fashion ^ which the 
Devil upon Two Sticks discovers to 
Don Cleofas. 

They werein an instant, most conveniently 
situated on a parapet, in a street at no 
great distance from Cavendish .Square. 

" Before I offer to your observation^" 
said the Demon, " a view of those assem- 
blies, where persons of the first classes 
meet each other, at this time of the even- 
ing, — I shall amuse you with the manner 
in which female youth of distinction are 
sometimes instructed to shine in them, 
^nd to perform the more elegant duties of 
their respective situations. 
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*' In one of the upper rooms, in the 
large house immediately opposite, you see a 
woman of a very genteel appearance, with 
three young ladies sitting round her." — 
" She is their mother, I presume," said T)on 
Cleofas, ** who is performing the duty of 
parental instruction to her charming ofF- 
spring, and teaching them to pursue the 
path of virtue in which she has trod, and 
to attain the happiness which she possesses/* 
*^ Alas !" replied the Demon, *'. their mo- 
ther is far otherwise engaged ; they do not, 
at priBsent; * intrude upon her thoughts,— 
she has not even had time to see thenf> 
since yesterday morning, and is perfectly 
satisfied that she performs every parental 
duty, by allowing them instructors in the 
various branches of fashionable and elegant 
accomplishment, and carefully consigning 
them to the care of a foreign governess. 

" These young people are of high rank^ 
and the lady who is with them, is the per- 
son delegated by their mother to superin- 
tend the more material part of their eda- 
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tiation,— the instruction of their minds;— 

and you shall judge in what manner she 

discharges her duty. Her pupils are on 

the moment of engaging in their evening 

studies ; — each has a portion of study which 

she reads aloud to her governess, and the 

eldest of them is now preparing to begin 

the part which is allotted to her. While 

\hey are employed in this business, I will 

repeat the different lectures which form the 

salutary instruction of the present hour, 

and by which theij dispositions are to be 

shaped, their virtue confirmed, and their 

reason strengthened. The first reads as 

follows :•*— , 

The Lady of Fashion. 

** Cela se fait, & cela ne se fait pas, is 
the rule of my life," said the elegant Cla- 
rinda, as I had the honour of attending her 
in one of her morning walks in the Green 
Park. ** You laugh,'' continued she, " at 
the size of my hat, and will tell me, per- 
haps, that it hides the prettiest face in the 
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world: — with all my heart; — I have n 
objection whatever to such an assertion^ 
and will give j^ou all the credit you deserve ; 
but other pretty faces are hid as well as 
mine; sAd I might answer your ridicule 
by observing, that, as the attack of bright 
eyes, morning, noon, and night, would be 
too much for the men, fashion has kindly 
invented the enormous covering of our 
heads, in pity to their hearts." 

" But let us suppose, fair lady, for a 
moment, that fashion should be capricious, 
enough to pare a certain quantity of inches 
from the circumference of the present mo- 
dish hat, and reduce it at once, by a nod 
of arbitrary power, from the size of a 
coach-wheel, to that of a china-plate, what 
would you say then ?'* — " I would say," 
answered she, " that fashion, who has her 
paroxysms of sense as well as folly, having 
observed that the men grew too conse- 
quential from her indulgence, was deter- 
mined to recall them to their proper tone 
of manners, by giving to bright eyes in the 
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park, as well as at the assembly, the full 
power of uninterrupted glances." 

** And would the gentle, the amiable 
Clarinda, become so cruel as to adopt the 

severe transformation ?*' ** Without 

doubt/' she replied ; Cela se fatty & cela ne 
se fait pas, is the irresistible rule of my 
conduct. — I would not, at present, be the 
first to enter upon extremes in any thing ; 
but I should not hesitate an instant to be 
the second. — I am very tall, and it might 
appear ridiculous in the description, that a 
foot'boy, who was no more than three feet 
high, should follow me when I walked out; 
but, be assured, if I saw any one person 
of consequence adopt such a measure, I 
would instantly dismiss the lofty jackanapes 
who is now behind us, and transfer the 
office of attending me on the promenade, 
to an imp who would not reach to his el- 
bow. Nay, if the Duchesses of Rutland 
or Devonshire thought proper to wear 
shoes of different colours to-day, you might 
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be certain of seeing my party-coloured feet 
to-morrow. 

" The amusement of life,** continued 
Clarinda, *^ consists in variety ; a change 
of dress is as necessary as a change of 
food. Laws, government, and religions, 
vary their forms : manners have their day, 
and fashions their hour ; and as I have a 
fortune that permits me to indulge my 
disposition, and am at a time of life when 
such indulgence is allowed to be graceful, 
I shall vary with the varying mode ; and 
though I must not yet attempt to present 
fashion to the town, I shall be ever ready 
to give my immediate support to those 
who do. In short, I would be a kind of 
cameleon, and instantly assume the colour 
of evefy fashionable object that arises be- 
fore me." 

' " At this moment, I took the liberty to 
ask my fair friend, if, when she was tired 
of officiating as a virgin priestess at the 
altar of fashion, she would condescend so 
far as to ask her favourite divinity for a 
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husband," *^ Be assured, my good friend," 
replied she, in a tone of absolute deter- 
mination, " that I never will receive one 
but from her: for if all the wealth of 
India, — all the blood of the Howards,— 
the best learning of Oxford, — and every 
accomplishment of Paris, were united in 
one man, who was as handsome as Adonis, 
and was actually dying at my feet, I should 
not be tempted to marry him, if he were 
not the fashion." 

" Such were the lively, graceful, but 
eccentric conversations I frequently had 
with this charming young woman ; when, 
on the death of my father, I prepared to 
indulge my ardent desire of visiting foreign 
countries, which his tender wish to have 
me always with him, had hitherto opposed. 
As I kissed' Clarinda's hand, on bidding 
her adieu, she returned her kind farewd}, 
and bade me rest assured, that she would 
never do any thing unworthy of a woman 
of fashion. 

" In a few months after my departure 

VOJL. a. ' L 
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from England, my letters informed me, 
that she had married a man of high birth 
and large fortune, for no other reason 
whatever, but because he was the most 
fashionable man of the day. The motive 
for offering her his hand, was of a similar 
nature; and they, therefore, joined their 
respective goo5 qualities find accomplish- 
ments, in order to become the most fashion- 
able couple in the kingdom. 

" I heard no more of Clarinda during 
the four years I employed in making the 
tour of Europe : but the very day after my 
return to London, I was on my way to en- 
quire after my fashionable* friend, when I 
metlier, as she was passing from a milliner's 
jBho|j to her carriage. She was going home, 
she said, and insisted most peremptorily 
that I should accompany her, 

*' General and friendly salutations had 
not yielded to particular enquiries, when 
the carriage stopped at her door; and as 
we entererl her dressing-room, I expressed 
a polite wish to be presented to her Lord. 
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* Ob, heavens !' exclaimed she, bursting 

• 

into a loud laugh, and throwing herself 

into a chair, ^ is it possible that you, who 

have been travelling all over the'worid, to 

acquire a knowledge of it, and are just 

arrived from Paris, where it is so well un- 

derstood'; — is it possible that you could 

suppose I should live with a husband for 

four years ? — We have been separ&ted these 

six months, and shall never, I believe, unite 

again*. 

"* We begfm,* continued she, * with 

separate camages, as persons of rank ought 

to dp ; and, after the birth of our son, we 

took to s^ai;ate apartments, which was all 

v^ry well ; when, on a audden^ though he 

absolutely kept an opera singer, his Lord- 

ship had the impudence to be jealous of 

me. As for his- amours, I did not trouble 

myself about them ; — and even carried my 

civility to him $o far, as to take a box at 

his sultana's benefit: — but his jealousy was 

so rvulgak*, as well as unjust, as to render 

hiai detestable ; and he reall jr became so 

L 2 



220 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

odious to me, that I was determined to 
leave him. Articles of separation, there- 
fore, were arranged hy mutual consent, 
and I am as you now find -me. A sepa- 
ration, as you know, cannot be objected 
to, but a divorce would be a very serious 
business. The one keeps me.wher^ I am, 
and is a mere matter of family discord, 
with which the world haSs nothing to do* 
The other, arising from what is considered 
as a criminal offence would not only ex- 
clude me from the i^sbionabie circles, but 
deprive me also of that title w<bieh giires 
me a lead in them* Jealous, therefore, as 
the vulgar blockliead mighttbe,.! was not 
such an ideot as to giMe hin^ any real cause 
for being so, and the whole tmfto applauds 
my conduct. — I promi^edr^ ydu^ my good 
friend,' continuedi she, withjalsmSe, * that 
I would not do any thing unworthy of w 
woman of iashioi^ ai)d.youaee\tbat I have 
kept my word/ ^ !. .:: 

<^ And so niuph," i^ded, the Qehionv 
^^ for forming th^^ diip6«tions of the fe- 
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male mind, and giving a grace to the 
female character :— For you see the gover- 
ness laughs most heartily at the conclusion 
of the story, and the. young academics 
join in th,e mirth; 

*^ However, I must now summon your 
attention to the lecture of the second sister. 

Virtue Reco\^ered. 

*^ Constantia was the daughter of a man 
of family, in Scotland, who had long been 
settled in Holland, and amassed a large for- 
tune by .commerce in that country.— Her 
mother died in bringing her into the world, 
and her only brother was an officer of rank 
in the service of the republic— ^Constantia 
was beautiful, but her beauty was by no 
means equal to; the more solid excellencies 
of her mind. From her father she appear-- 
ed to inherit prudence; and from her bro- 
ther she k- arned that chaste i;eserve and ele- 
vated dignity, which while they are consi- 
dered as noble qualities in our sex, always 
appear with a superior lustre in the other. 

** But the cultivated understanding and 



222 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

strength of mind which Constantia pos- 
sessed, by no means rendered her heart supe- 
rior to the influence of common circumstan- 
ces ; and love, tliat levels all ranks, and re- 
moves all distinctions, at length usurped the 
dominion of it. 

'* AnEnglish gentkman, who had inhe- 
rited from an illustrious family 9II their spi- 
rit, but none of their possessions ; whose 
heart was rich in every noble virtue, but 
whose sword was all his portion, served in 
the troops commanded by her brother. It 
was easy to distinguish in him a soul and a 
descent ill suited to his fortune. — His Co- 
lonel did not want the discernment neces- 
sary to make such a discovery ; — he pitied, 
he honoured, and he loved him. The re^spect 
with which he was received in her family, 
first attracted the attention of the channing 
Constantia to him. — She thought if her 
duty to compassionate and • reverence what 
her brother pitied and admired; and these 
sentiments soon quickened into the most 
generous and tender passion. . 
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** Mr. M- , whose' modest nature 

would not have aspired to the love of Con- 
stantia, and whose gratitude and friendship 
were disposed to check, on his part, any 
impulse towards an object which he consi- 
dered to be beyond the limits of his for- 
tune, could not, however, resist the happi- 
ness 6f being beloved by such a woman.— 
He saw the most charming of her sex re- 
gard him with a look of tenderness beyond 
the common dictates of friendship or com- 
passion. He endeavoured to smother the 
sensibilities which such a partiality awaken- 
ed in his breast : he struggled against the 
passion which now possessed him, but in 
vain : every consideration at length yielded 
to his love ; and he seized an opportunity, 
which was willingly afforded him, of making 
known to Constantia his grateful adoration* 
He was heard with the partial favour of a 
sincere passion; and Constantia, superior to 
disguise, acknowledged the sentiments of 
her heart. 

^ But their union did not depend upon 
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her; the consent of a father and the appro- 
bation of a brother were to be obtained. 
The task was difficult, but love is enterpri- 
«ing, and the enan>oured fair on^ undertook 
herself to solicit the sanction on which the 
happiness of her future life depemled. The 
brother was most likely to be gained, and 
tlie first application, therefore, was made to 
him. Having heard the anxtpiis wishes of 
his sister's heart, he applauded the wisdora 
of her choice — he admired the disinterest- 
edness of her passion, and he ofiered 
the sincerest congratulations to his friend ; 
but at the same time he informed ihem both 
of his serious expectation, that a becoming 
regard from the one, and an entire obedi* 
ence from the other, woukl be paid to the 
determination of his father^ whatever it 
might be ; — and that determination blasted 
til their hopes. The consent which was so 
easily obtained from the brother, wasabso* 
lutely refused by the father ; and the son, 
in whose character filial obedience was the 
predominant principle^ exacted a promise 
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from bis friend, under the most solemn 
sanction of his honour, that he would never 
more renew his solicitations to Constantia. 
Mr. M would, at any time, have sa- 
crificed his life to such an engagement :— 
But his honour yielded to his passion, and 
he continued an occasional, but most secret 
intercourse with the beloved object of it. 

^* At this time the severity of domestic 
misfortune had forced the amiable Miran* 
da, with her Httle family, to seek an asylum 
in. Holland. She had been the early asso* 
ciate of Constantia ; and the misfortunes of 
the one, and the late disappointment of the 
other, heightened the renewal of those 
sentiments which they had mutually enter- 
tained at a &>rmer period. In every thing 
but her love, Miranda was the confidante 
of her charming fnend : she had frequently 
solicited, with the most sincere and heart- 
felt anxiety, to know the cause of that me-, 
lancholy which seemed to be a forerunner 
of despair^ but had long solicited in vain, 

4t i^ngtb^ the secret which had been with- 

x> 3 
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held from the most earnest intreaties of 
Miranda, was unexpectedly communieated 
by the wretched Constantia. * You have 

seen Mr. M ; but interrupt me not 

with a recital of his virtues, — for know, I 
am pregnant by him !' 

"Her friend was dumb with amazement 
at this alarming information; but her 
mournful afStonishment was changed into 
inexpressible horror, when she heard the 
resolutions that followed it. * I am certain,' 
continued the despairing Constantia, ^ alas ! 
too certain that my furious brother wiU not 
be contented with a less sacrifice than the 
life of his wretched sister, her unborn in- 
fant, and its unhappy father; no other atone- 
ment will, according to the principles of his 
rigid honour, wipe off the infamy from the 
name I have disgraced. Great ills must be suf- 
fered to obviate greater evils ; and I have 
resolvedf, with a spirit that no remon- 
strance can shake, on the course I am 
to pursue. I have no alternative, — there 
is but one way left for me, — and I con* 
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jnre your eternal and inviolable secrecy, 
whcD I have disclosed it to you. It is 
my determined purpose to retire,- imme- 
diately, to a place which I shall commu-^ 
nicate to no one bait my friend. There I 
shall live unknowni and, if possible, ua- 
seen and unattended. I must encounter 
the hour of pain alone ; and if I should 
survive, which I know not hov^ to wish, 
these hands must destroy the innocent 
offspring of my unhappy love. If I re- 
turn, be secret; but should I return no 
more, I make it my last request, that you 
will not inform the father of my child how 
its mother perished/ 

" The tears which flowed in streams 
from the eye» of the devoted Constantia, 
were mingled with those of her afflicted 
friend, as 4hey embraced each other. *^ I 
have, it is true, bound myself to secrecy,*' 
replied Miranda ; but there is one con- 
dition which must be fulfilled by you, or 
the oblig: tion to which I have given aii: 
unreflecting assent, will be inimtdiately 
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violated by me : what I ask of you will 
not be attended with difficulty, nor, I 
trust, with pain ; and if you refuse the 
compliance I request, then L shall think 
that it would be a crime of the most hei- 
nous nature, should I hesitate to betray 
you. Promise me, then, that before you 
lay the hands of death on the poor inno- 
cent babe, you will cover it with raiment, 
kiss its little lips, and give it the nou^ 
rishment of your breast, which nature 
will have prepared for it." The promise 
was solemnly made — it was seafed in the 
embrace of friendship ; and that very even- 
ing, the despairing Constantia took her 
flight. 

** An universal astonishment prevailed 
among her friends on her departure. Her 
family were distressed beyond expression, 
and her lover was in a state of grief little 
short of distraction. The most . diligent 
inquiries were made in vain ; every search 
proved fruitless ; and all pursuit eluded.— 
It was not till after the painful expec- 
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tation of several tedious months, that 
the disconsolate Miranda heard from her 
absent friend. At length a letter arrived, 
which contained nothing more tlian two 
lines of invitation to a village on the con- 
fines of Holstein. She knew it to be the 

f 

w/iting of Constantia, but the brevity of 
its contents made her tremble for the situ-» 
ation of her friend. She did not, how- 
ever, delay a moment in obeying the call ; 
and, travelling in all possible secrecy, she 
arrived, half dead with agonizing appre- 
^hensions, at the door of a little cottage, 
to which she had been directed. On en- 
tering this humble dwelling, she beheld 
her friend pale and emaciated, but bearing 
in her arms the smiling pledge of her un- 
tiolated promise. * 1 have obeyed you, 
Miranda/ said Constantia, half-smiling^ a^ 
she spoke; ^ I have complied with the 
terms which you imposed on me, and 
nature has done the rest.* 

^ Constanti%'s absence was universally 
imputed to the despair of disappointed 
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love; and suspicion itself did not suspect 
the real cause of it. Her secret was buried 
in the grave of Miranda's faithful bosom; 
and the unconscious infant was con* 
signed to the maternal care of her friend. 
The fugitive, at length, returned to her ' 
home, and was received not only without 
reproach, but with all the kindness of the r' 
most tender affection. But this was not 

all ; Mr. M — • , having been called to 

England, on the death of a rich relation^ 
who had made him his heir, was at this 
time come back, ia the possession of an 
ample fortune. That consent which was 
lately refused, was now most readily grant- 
ed ; and he was soon united to the rescued 
object of his faithful passion. He soon 
after returned with his bride to his nativti 
country, where Constantia lived and died 
an honour to the name she bore." 
. ^' This is a very affecting tale," said Don 
Cleofas, *' and I perceive that the young 
lady who read it, has paid tbe tribute of her 
tears to its distresses* But I have/* con- 
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tinued he, ^^ no little curiosity to know the 
sentiments of the governess on the subject." 
** She sheds no tears on the occasion, I 
assure you," said the Demon ; " her opi- 
nion is, that Constantia was a very fortu- 
nate woman : and that female honour prin- 
cipally consists in the art of concealing 
. every thing that may tend to impair it.— 
But as she sees that the story has made one 
of her pupils weep, atid the other two look 
rather serious, she has desired the third 
young lady to proceed in her part of the 
evening lectures. You will, therefore, be 
so obliging as to honour me with your at- 
tention.'' 

A Tale of other Times. 

*' Altamont, a Knight of renown,, pas- 
sed over many a dreary wild, and through 
many a gloomy forest, thinking on the lost 
Theodora; — At length, not knowing 
where to* go,, he let the bridle fall on the 
i^eek'of his steed/ and folding his arms, in 
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an attitude of sullen sorrow, he left the 
beast that bore him, to take the way he 
chose. ^ There is no path/ said Altamont^ 
in this miserable worid, that will not Jead me 
to despair ! — Having made this sad ejacula* 
tion, he sunk into a train of melancholy 
reflections, from whence he was soon awak-^ 
ened by the following command of some 
invisible power : 

Varrous knight, approach the gate 3— 
Sound the horn— -nor fear thy fate. 

" Aroused by the voice from his mourn- 
ful lethargy, he raised his eyes, an^ by the 
glimmering light of the moon, that peeped 
from between the clouds, he saw a stately 
castle just ^>efore him* He instantly ap- 
proached the entrance, whose massy gates 
flew back as be soundejd the horn; and 
when he passed through them, a dwarf ap« 
proached with humble obeisance, to hold 
the bridle of his horse, as he alighted :-— 
when turnmg round, to address himself tO' 
the mishapen attendant^ his steed snorted 
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flames of Hre, and disappeared in a moment, 
with tlie dwarf who held him. The Knight 
stopped for a few nK)ments, to recover from 
his astonishment, and then passed on into 
a spacious court, surrounded with lofty 
pillars, whose tops emitted small livid 
ilames, just sufficient to discover the ske- 
letons clad in armour, that hung helow* 
As he gazed with renewed astonishment on 
the fearful scene around him, the voice 
repeated 

Through yonder portals take thy way ) 
Be brave, be walchfa), and obey* 

^* Altamont now entered the castle, and 
passing througha vestibule lighted by various 
lamps, fixed in human sculls, he ascended 
a flight of steps, when a figure of mishapen 
form, horrid demeanour, and armed with a 
mace of iron, prepared to oppose his pas* 
sage. . The Knight drew his' sword, and 
the combat began with mutual fury. 
Thrice the monster lifted up his horrid 
weapon, and thrice he missed his aim ; — 
the fourth blow fell upon the shield 
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t>f AUamont, and sunk him down on 
one knee to the ground; when, as the 
furious shape was preparing to complete 
his vengeance, the Knight recovered 
from his fall, and, . with renewed agi- 
lity, plunged his sword into the bosom 
of his antagonist, who uttering a dfeadful 
shriek, vanished into air ; when there in- 
stantly arose, from the place where he fell, 
a tree of the darkest verdure, whose leaves 
trickled down drops of blood. 

" Altamont, after a short pause, pursued 
his Way undismayed, and came to the en- 
trance of a spacious hall. It was hung 
with black, and £iintly illuminated by 
tapers : on either side of it were six gigantic 
'skeletons, clad in winding sheets, and each 
of them sitting by the side of a grave. At 
the upper end of this immense chamber, he 
beheld a kind of altar, whereon a human 
figure appeared to repose. The Knight 
approached, — and, with inexpressible grief, 
beheld his Theodora locked fast in jhe 
bonds of enchantment. • She was warm 



.IN ENGLAND. , 235 

with life, but insensible of his presence, and 
deaf to his. lamentations ; — her eyes were 
closed, and her limbs were motionless ; 
and when he seized her hand, to awaken 
her from the trance, she heaved a deep 
sigh, — the tapers were instantly extin- 
guished, — and all was darkness. 

" Altamont, fatigued with his journey, 
and exhausted in the combat, but yet more 
oppressed by sorrow and disappdintment, 
laid his sword oh the altar, and reclined his 
head on the respiring bosom of his love,— • 
when the vpjce again exclaimed. 

Let not sleep your eye-lids close. 
Be yigilant;^aad end your woes. 

"The Knight lifted up his head and 
sighed, — he bedewed the altar with his 
tears ; — he addressed the stars which now 
glimmered through the casements, and 
waited with ' impatience for the moriiing. 
The morning, at length, began to dawn ; — 
the sun appeared above the horizon, and 
the moment its early ray burned on the 
face of Theodora, a bell began to toll, and 
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at the third stroke, the twelve skeletons 
plunged into their graves, which closed in 
a moment over them : — The bell renewed 
its awful sound, — loud peals of thunder 
followed, — blue lightnings flashed,— the 
battlements of the castle fell — Altamont 
seized his sword, and — 

** Here," said the Demon, smiling,** 
** tlie young lady drops her book, as you 
see, from affright, and hides her face with 
her hands, while her two sisters, from a 
similar influence, are become a^ motionlesis 
as the enchanted lady on the altar. The 
governess forces a laugh on the occasion ; 
but she is not without her imaginary 
alarms ; and so much for that branch of 
instruction which is -to strengthen the 
minds of her pupib. However, to dissi- 
pate the fears of the young people, as well 
as her own, she will read a story in her. 
turn, and is now consigning the knotting-^ 
shuttle to ber work-bag, to take up the 
volume on the table before ber, from 
whence she will select a history to her own 
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fancy, which is to conclude the literary stu- 
dies of the evening/' 

*' If her history has any enchantments in 
it," replied Don Clfeofas, " they will be of a 
very different nature, I should imagine^ 
from those which we have just heard : we 
are not going to have any more examples of 
the horrible; we shall hear no moi-e, I 
idsic^l of spirits and spectres, and trees dis- 
tilling blood, and combats with monsters.'* 

•V The lady,*' answered Asmodeus, ^' is 
on the mometit of satisfying your curiosity, 
and I shall not anticipate her in the agree- 
able business." 

" The governess read as follows : — 

THE WIFE OF BESAN^ON. 

A Tale of the Twelfth Century. 

*^ A scholar who came to Besan<^on to 
finish his studies^ conceived a violent incli- 
nation for a merchant's wife in the town^ 
and he endeavoured by every means he 
could devise, to introduce himself to the 
lady. At length he aecomplished this 
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desirable object, and was so fortunate as 
to render himself agreeable to her ; but his 
gallant assiduities, and the continual repeti- 
tion of l)is visits, excited some degree of 
jealousy in the husband^ who, in. order to 
be satisfied if there was any real cause of 
suspicion, employed his little niece, whom 
he had brought ^up in his family^ to make 
the discovery. 

" This girl was admirably well qualified 
for the emptoyroent assigned her, as she 
was very shrewd for one of her years ; but 
more particularly as she was not, in the 
least degree, suspected by the parties. One 
day as the scholar pressed the dame, in the 
n)ost ardent manner, to consent to a secret 
meeting, — * I cannot, at present,* answered 
the wife, * by any means grant your re- 
quest ; but have; a little patience — it will 
not be long before my husband will take 
a journey which he now meditates ; and 
we shall then have frequent opportunities 
of seeing each oth^, which may bs greatly 
facilitated by the means I shall possess of 
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conducting you to my apartment, without 
the possibility of being seen by ^ny one ;* * 
as my husband, whenever he goes from 
home, if it be but for a day, always leaves 
in my possession the key of the gardep- 
gate/ 

" Unfortunately for them, this conversa- 
tion was overheard by the little spy, and 
she hastened away to carry the intelligence 
to her uncle ; who, on being acquainted 
with his wife's designs, resolved to form an 
instant plan for the detection of the lovers. , 
He, therefore, made a pretence that he was 
obliged to take a journey into Germany, 
on some commercial business, and gave 
notice to his wife to prepare every thing 
for his setting out on the following day. 

*^ He accordingly departed at an early 
hour of the mornings but at riight returned 
to Besancon, and hastened to take his post 
at the garden-gate, being firmly persuaded 
that the scholar had, in the mean time, 
received notice to repair thither. His con- 
jecture was well-founded ;- for he h^d not. 
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remained long in that situation, before the 
impatient ' lady came and opened the gate ; 
when she found her husband waiting, and 
in tlie persuasion that it was her lover, 
embraced him, and took him by the hand, 
to lead him to her chamber. The good 
roan, that he might not be discovered, fol- 
lowed in silence, concealing his face with 
the hood of his cloak* 

** But it is of all things the most diffi- 
cult to deceive an artful woman. The very 
great precaution of her gallant, made lier 
suspect that, at least, it was not the scholar 
who was accompanying her, and a very 
little examination convinced her that it was 
her own dearly beloved husband : however, 
with an extraordinary presence of mind, 
she said to him, as if she continued to take 
him for her gallant, * how rejoiced I am, 
my dear friend, that you have been so 
plmctual to your appointment ; neverthe- 
less, I cannot enjoy the pleasure of your 
company till all the family are gone to rest ; 
but come along with me, I will hide you in 
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a. plaee of security ; aiid, as 4oon as eveiy 
fhiflg t$ quiet, I wtlT return and conduct 
you to my apartiil^ot, where- ybu may de- 
pend on finding a reception that will amply 
reward your patience. ' 

. ^1 k sometimes ha[^ns tiiat the ass has 
0¥ie thing in contemplation, .and the driver 
iuiotb^rc;: and that nnaa precisely, what the 
jfialous hifisfaand eoiperielnaed on the present 
occasion. , He was certain Jie should catch 
his wife in. the' soare which he had laid for 
her, tuit was himself caught in it Tlie 
^tinning woman. led him to a lower room, 
^here she requested him to remain in si«- 
teiee, and having lodced the door, she 
(retnmed to the garden-gate, where she 
Ibund the scholar waiting in his turn ; who, 
to say the truth, met with a much better 
reception than she had given to her hus*- 
hand, and was hastily conducted to her 

apartment. 

*• After some caresses, which it would be 

unnatural for two lovers who had so long 

wished for the present meeting to deny 

VOL. II. M 
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most melancholy and alarming accident, 
had befallen their master. She immedi- 
ately rose, threw on her clothes in haste, 
and hurried away, with a well- dissembled 
terror in her looks, to enquire the cause of 
his misfortune. — He also, but from a very 
different motive, dissembled in his turn, 
and told her, that he had been attacked 
on the road by robbers, and left half dead 
upon the spot. — Alarmed at this informa- 
tion, she ordered a medicinal bath to be 
immediately prepared for him, — attended 
him with the most assiduous care, and, 
having procured the heist medical advice, 
he soon recovered. — However, amidst all 
his sufferings, he thought himself ex- 
tremely fortunate in acquiring, even at the 
expense of so much pain and mortification, 
the indubitable assurance of his ' wife's 
virtue ; and continued, from that time, to 
conduct himself towards her with the most 
confidential love and affection." 

" This is just such a moral story,^ said 
Don Gleofas, " as I expected; and the 
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reader of it, if I may judge from thtf sim- 
per on her countenance,, and the manner 
in which she shuts her book, is firmly of 
opinion, that, jealousy in a husband is a 
kind of impertinence which cannot be too 
severely treated." 

" That is not," answered the Demon, 
** the most improbable conjecture which 
has escaped your Lordship, during the 
course of the evening. We^ have, how- 
ever, bestowed^ a sufficient portion of it ofi 
this party ; and I shall only add, that £he 
young ladies will now turn to. their piano 
forte ; when the eldest will warble a song 
m Italian, the second in French, and the 
youngest in English; all of which will 
turn upon the improving subject of love 
and lovers : — they will th?n have each a 
jelly for' their suppers, and retire to their 
chamber ; where they will talk over, with 
their waiting-maid, the superior advantages 
of a life of fashion, — the possibility of a 
woman's losing her chastity^ without losing 
her reputation, — the awful moralities of 
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ghosts^ goblins^ and encbanttnents^ — and 
the" best method of curing jealous hus- 
bands. — Thus are children of fashion edu- 
cated^ whose fashionable mothers intrust 
the culture of their minds to fashionable 
governesses/* 

'* But who is that high-dressed lady," 
said the Count, *' who has this moment 
entered the large room on the first-floor; 
and, with a Jemme ' de - ckambre holding 
lights on each side of her, is examining her 
whole-length adjustments in a glass at the 
end of it r" 

" I am glad she did not escape us/' an- 
swered Asmodeus, ** for she is the careful, 
tender, and affectfonate mother of the 
young people above; and is just come 
from a patient atttndpnce on the ce- 
remonies of her toilette. She will now 
proceed to pay a score. of visits; shew 
herself at two or three parties; drop 
in for half an hour at a private concert; 
.and then join a card party of her intimate 
friends, where she will sup, sing catches 
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end glees, and return home about an hour 
before the time when her daughters usually 
rise.** — " I am glad' to jfind," said the 
Count, " that they are, at least, taught to 
keep good hours/ " If the same proper 
attention/' replied the Demon> ** was em- 
ployed to improve their minds, as is prac- 
tised to preserve their health, and cherish 
tbdr beauty, they would become orna- 
ments to their .sex/ " But has this in* 
4X>nsiderate woman,*' demanded the County 
*^ no husband ? and have these children no 
father ?*' — " Most certainly yes,** answered 
the Demon ; " and he. is a very worthy, 
Isensible, and well-bred man ; but he has a 
place at Court, and is withal a Member of 
Parliament ; so that, what with the duties 
required by his station, and the duties 
daimed b)' his country, he, poor gentle^ 
man, \p so entirely occupied, as to have no 
time whatever to attend to those of hia 
family/ 

** In the house adjoining," said Don 
Cbofas, ^^ I see an elegant female figure. 
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dressed in a superb dishabiUe, lolling oh a 
sofa; before her is a table with a writing 
equipage on it, and a porcelain va^e of an 
enormous size, which is there,'! presume, 
for some medicinal purpose. — The lady has 
the languid air of indisposition, and has 
been, perhaps, prescribed by her physicians, 
f;ome sort of local bath or embrocation, 
which is contained in this vast china. veSf 
sel.'* " I rather flutter myself," answered 
Asmodeus, '^ that the extplanation of tlits 
peculiar scene will pve jou a new and very 
unsuspected exainple of female- caprice* 

" The lady is afflicted -wiih no otirter 
disorder but that to which }X)ung iniuftried 
women ai<€ naturally subject, who lo?e 
their husbands. It is betweien aeren and 
eight months since a very accomplished no« 
bleman led her to the altar, and she ianow 
pretty far advanced in her first pregnancy. 
But having been accustomed to be ad-^ 
mired, and to admire herself for her supe-j 
nor shape and figure, she is not only very 
much dissatisfied with the increasing al-» 
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teration in her forra, but also, from a pe- 
culiar kind of. modesty, or as some good- 
natured people would call it, affectation, 
she is extremely ashamed of the circum- 
stance. To conceal,, therefore, as much 
as possible, the appearance of her enlarging 
circumference, she has employed every 
possible contrivance, both as to cut and 
colour, in the arrangement of her dress; 
and to turn the curious eye of her visitants 
altogether from the condition of her figure 
she^ has ordered a stupendous tea-pot, which 
contains a cooling phtisane, to be placed 
oti the table. 

" This singular scheme has hitherto had 
the desired success;. and her visiting ac- 
quaintance are so engaged in contemplating 
the size and curiosity of this capacious 
vessel, that her particular situation has hi- 
therto been unnoticed by them. She calls 
it optical policy ; — but of all this fanciful 
nonsense, the infant which makes her a 
mother will entirely cure her. Her Lor4, 

from this ridiculous conduct^ is full of 

M 3 
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alarms and apprehensions that she will not 
love the child when it comes into the 
1^'orld; but he will find himself most 
agreeably mistaken : — she will prove as 
ifond and as tender a parent as ever yearned 
over the babe at her breast. 

" Let me, however, at present, beg of 
yon," continued the Demon, " to cast your 
eyes towards the upper apartment of the 
house to the left of us, where an elderly 
lady is quietly, and, as you may perceive, 
rather cautiously, taking a glass of an 
wholesome cordial, which is very comfort- 
able to chilly stomachs and dejected 
spirits.'* 

« But,"' interrupleff Don Cleofas, " if I 
am not greatly deceived, she appears to be 
preparing herself for consolation of a very 
different and more elevating nature ; for, 
from the velvet cushion on the carpet, and 
the large book placed against the back of 
a chair, I should imagine that the old lady 
in qualifying herself for the devout offering 
of her evening orisous-" 
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.' ** It is even so/* replied the Demon; 
*^ and the ohject of her devotions is of 
such a singular nature, that I shall, with- 
out apobgy, enter into a little historical 
explanation of them* 

'.^ This lady, when she was about sixteen, 
urds what might be ti uely called a pretty, 
black- eyed girl; but she has now passed 
ber fiftieth, year^ and bears not any traces of 
her former charms. She married at a very 
esirly period an honest, goqd-natured^ 
<;om) try gen tteman, who left her, at the age 
of forty-six, a sprightly widow, . with every 
dispo^tion to receive another husband* 
- " By employing arts, — an account of 
which I shall not prolong my story to re- 
late, — ^and Erecting the whole artillery of 
hier experience; against a very handsome 
youBg gentleman in her neighbourhood, 
who. at the age of twenty- three, had very 
aeldpm been from home, she, with a Cir* 
eean art,. persuaded him, to the infinite re>- 
gret of .his^. friends and relations, to accom- 
pany her to the altarjt. and take a legitimate 
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possession of her. She did not, liawever, 
like giddy, inconsklenate wives, lay aadey 
after marriage, the attractive grac^ wIhcIi 
gained an husband's affections ; but con-^ 
tinued them, with unremitted attention, m 
prder to preserve the heart she had won. 

*^ After having passed som^ time in the 
country, and exposed her young husband 
at every race anda^embly in* the neighbour^ 
hood, she became anxioua .to shew herseif 
In all the pride of matrimonial happineiss^ 
amidst the crowded soenes of the oipilal ; 
to whirl her Adonis round the wheel <^ 
Fashbn, and exhibit him to the en^ of 
youth and beauty, in a side bo:i^ at the play- 
house, or in the pit of the Opera. 

*• This wasrthe irreparable error of her 
life, and to the silly vanity which ocoasioii^ 
ed it, she owes the ' tormeoting an»ety 
that now embitters her days, and wiU con« 
tinue to harass her to the concluatonof 
them. In the Country, she couki keep hei^ 
darling spoiise, as it were, within her awtx 
pale,^- preserve him from all danger of 



ddction, md plaqe him at a distance (rota 
&e attractions of elegant beauty ; but she 
had been a very shqrt time in London, when 
she found hi^ attentions kssen — his fond* 
ness diminish, and his ardour evaporate. 
In his morning walk, for ^\e could no long- 
er keep him for ever by her side, — and in 
his evening ramble, of which he would npl 
always be deprived, — he saw, and became 
acquainted with forms so * different from 
that which he continually beheld at home, 
as to fill his mind with disgust at the Sri^l 
of his>antiquatad wife, and -of course^ to 
render her importunate carc^es irksome 
and naueqatiqg. 

^^ This natural diange.tn his conduct 
did not, as we may suppose, improve the 
ccmifort oi his domestic life ; on the con* 
trary, tears, reproaches, and bitter bewail^' 
ings, seemed to threaten the y:ery existence 
of it. Finding, however, that al) this 
mdancholy i)usiness would not sue** 
Cfed^ she determined to play the co* 
^ette> and call in jealously to aid io re^ 
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Utoring those affections which were speecl- 
ing hastil) fromlier. — But this stroke of 
policy did not succeed ; for jealously would 
not come at her call, — ^and the careless 
husband had no objection whatever to leave 
his disappointed wife in a ttte ii i'ie with a 
young half pay officer, whom sbeiipi)eared 
to entertain with very distinguished parti* 
ality, in order to go in search of company 
which he found far more attractive. 
' ^ This plan • proving unsuccessful, was 
followed by a determinatioa to employ her 
whole attentions on the renewal of her 
shattered form, and - the restorstion of a 
wrinkled visage. For this purpose, her 
(oilette waft covered with all: the. various 
lotions which promise to dge the bloom of 
youth ; — the purchased hair cois^osed hei 
ringlet6,^-^artificial i eeth repaired the ruins 
of her mouth,^ -cork hips ^ arid pads wcare 
cotitrlved togivea seeiDfii^igroundaess to heir 
skinny shape,— the pi umes:* waited on her 
bead,^ — the tr$n8iparQht gau^e'half display- 
ed a'^^biteI^edi bo6Qxo^-tothejwhoIqa£t.iQf 
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millinery was employed in external decora- 
tion, and she breathed all the odours of 
the perfumer's shop. • 

" The hpur of assured victory drew 
nigh, and she, at length, presented herself 
in all her glory, to her expecting husband, 
at the moment of his return from an ap- 
pointed visit to a little milk maid in a gar- 
ret, who had no other beauties but those of 
nature. Disappointment, however, too of- 
ten treads on the heels of hope; and she 
was received, not with the ardour of awa- 
kened passion, but with all the chilliog 
awkwardness of surprise and amazement. 

'* Nothing now remained for her but to 
look around for some other source of hap- 
piness ; and at length, as is too common 
Ivith the rest of mankind, when all earthly 
hopes fail, she determined to make her ap- 
peal to Heaven. She, therefore, immediate* 
ly ordered the liarge velvet cushion, on 
which she is now kneeling, enriched it with 
all the splendour of fringe and tassete, 
boughf-a new magnificent bible, furnished 
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herself with every manual form of prayer, 
and she now daily passes some of the many 
leisure hours her faithless husband leaves 
her to herself, in addressing Heaven to re- 
form his afiections to her ardent wishes*: 
but she has not yet reflected that the sera 
of miracles is past, and that nothing but a 
supernatural interference can incite a young 
man, possessing all the means and faculties 
of enjoying the pleasures that continually 
present themselves before him, to assume 
even the complaisant appearance of being 
satisfied with the imperfect raptures of age 
and deformity, 

*/ This," continued the Demon, '* is the 
folly of devotion ; — I shall now proceed to 
shew you something like the blasphemy of 
it. Give your attention, if you please, tQ 
what is pasang in that large house to the 
right, whose principal apartment blazed 
with noon- tide splendour, and tell me what 
appears to be going forward there ; for I 
very much question whether you will trust 
^our senses at the sight of siich an extra*-* 
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ordinary spectatle/* *^ If my ey6B do not 
ileceive me/' rq^lied D^a Cleafas, ^^ or 
your worship has not thought prbper to 
amuse me with an illusion, I perc^iv^ a 
Kind of state-couch, on which reposes a 
white cat, adorned with lace and diamondsi 
and a Utter of her young amis robed in sa- 
tin. A large company is also assemblied in 
|:he apartment, as it appears, for the cere-* 
^bny of som6 splendid sbene of festivity .*• 
. *^ Be assui'ed, my good friend," replied* 
Asmod^us, *' tlxere is no deception what* 
eiYer. You beholden miserable reality, that 
js shocking to human neti^ire, and is the 
unnatural work of a female being, who is 
9 disgrace to it. 

'^ She is a woman of rank and immense 
ibrtuhe, who has lately danced on the gravc^ 
pf the best husband, and the most accom* 
plished nobleman in this country, whoso 
days her enormities cut short ; and she now 
prefers the animal's you see so highly dis*- 
tinguished, to the children which be left 
behind him. 
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^^ A favourite cat has lately become a 
mother, and the same ceremonies w^it 
Upon the circumstance, as if it weiie a ra- 
tional being of the first merit and distinc- 
tion. The splendid couch is prepared ex^ 
pressly for the occasion — the creature is 
decorated with all the superb jewels of the 
family; the young ojies are arrayed in more 
costly habits than this despicable woman 
ever allowed to her own children, and a 
most elegant supper, with music, is pre- 
paring, and a dance will close the festival* 
The guests, indeed, as may well be sup- 
posed, are not persons of her ;own rank i 
but her principal tradesmen and their fa- 
milies ; who, to preserve the favour of such 
a wealthy customer, submit to be present 
at the shocking ceremonials that she is 
now preparing ;-4- for, to complete the 
abominable business, the new-born kittens 
will all be baptized, in strict conformity to 
the rites of the established church of this 
country,— except that she will be obliged 
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to employ her butler to read the service, 
instead of a clergyman. 

*^ If you will take the trouble to throw 
a glance towards the staircase, you will 
there see a little boy drowned in tears, and 
sobbing with distress. That is her eldest 
son, the possessor of his father's titles, and 
the heir of her fortune, who is discard^ 
from her presence, amidst the pity of the 
servants, and is wishing most devoutly that 
he were a cat, for then he thinks his mo- 
ther would love him. 

' " You will be jpleased also to observe a 
large screen, that stands near the fire- 
place. It is prepared by her owii hands, 
for her talents and ingenuity are equal to 
her profligacy, and is intended, by the 
'manner in which she 'wove it, and the 
colours of the materials employed to re- 
present flames. This she calls Hell ; 
and it is her whim, when any of her 
relationis and friends offend her,- which, 
from her manner of life, and the texture 
of her mind, is very frequent, she grati- 
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fies her vindictive whim by drawing their 
pictures, and placing them in this curious 
receptacle, till the purgatory of her resent* 
ment has expired. 

*' I could almost believe/' said the 
G>unt2 '^ that this .woman is one of the 
worst of your confraternity, who has as- 
sinned the. female form of human nature, 
to perpetrate some peculiar mischief/' 

*' By no means^" answered the Demon ; 
'^ such characters are the worst calculated 
of any, to forward the end of our mis* 
sions. We want not their assistance, 
I assure you. When vice is practised to 
»ocb an excess^ and with similar audacity, 
it operates as a powerful antidote, instead 
of a seducing example/' 

** But I have neglected," added Aarao- 
deusi " to point out to yau tl^ mistress of 
all this precious business," " I will ex- 
cuse you that trouble,*' answered the 
Count; *' I wish you to shew me human 
beings, and not monsters," 
. '* I cannot disapprove,'* said the Demon, 



IN- ENGLAND. 26 1 

" humanly speaking, of the abhorrent in- 
dignation that occupies your mind; but 
to convert it into a more pleasing senti- 
ment, I shall introduce you to a scene 
that ennobles the human character, and 
is now concluding in the small house al* 
most opposite to us: — I had hitherto 
passed by it, in order that I might direct 
your attention thither at the moment a 
business so worthy your regard was trans- 
acting in it." 

** I perceive/* said Don Cleofas, " as I 
suppose, a family assembly ; and from the 
variety of parchments which I see on the . 
table, I may not be very much out in my 
conjecture, if I presume, that -a matrimo* 
nial contract is completing there, undet 
the influence of the best and noblest pas- 
sions of the human breast." 

** They are all, it is true," returned As^ 
modeus, " concerned in the business, 
though it is not immediately calculated 
to end in a wedding. It is briefly as fol- 
lows :-~ 
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" The gentleman at the upper-end of 
the table, has been for some years past, a 
governor in the East-Indies, and is returned 
with a large fortune, which is one anaong 
the very few that have been gained in a 
country of plunder and oppression, without 
reproach. He has not. been arrived niany 
days, and before he has provided an house, a 
carriage, or almost a servant for himself, 
has bestowed on all his near relations an 
ample independence. Having done this to- 
day for them, to morrow he will begin to 
think of his own accommodation. The 
lady who sits near him is his mother, 
the rest are his brothers and their 
children." " Indeed,'* exclaimed Don 
Cleofes, " if there is any thing in this 
world that can elevate envy into a virtue, 
it is such an act, and such an assembly as 
this.'' ^ 

** I must now,'' said the Demon, *^ re^ 
quest your Lordship to accompany me in 
passing the roof behind us, when we shall 
find ourselves commodiously situated to 
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make our observations on what is going 
forward in the next, street" 
' This arrangement was instantly acconv- 
plished ; and the first object which engaged 
the notice of Don Cleofas, was a lady 
dressed inibiack^ who was surrounded by 
several grave persons of both sexes, with 
books in their hands, and engaged in sing- 
ing, while a little blind girl accompanied 
them on • an organ. ^* There appears,*' 
feaid.the Count, " in the room immediately 
befode us, to be something of a Concerto spi- 
rttuahf Which', however, I do not very well 
comprehend/ 

" It is as your conjecture,'* replied Asmo- 
deas, *f ^ meeting of devotion, and is held 
at: the house of a woman, of fortune, wh6 
is- a warm protectress of a religious sect 
known by the name of Methodists ; — 
and while the party are singing their hymns, 
I will accompany them with the history of 
the lady. • 

" She is a rich widow, and possesses no 
small remains of that beauty which was 
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very triumphant in its venial day. At a 
fashionable boarding--Bch0c^ she imbibed a 
taete for novel reading, which has, more or 
less, governed the subsequent course of her 
life. From that boarding-sohooly thanks 
to the influence of a circulating library, she 
ran away with a handsome young officer of 
small fortune, and lived wiih him for. almost 
twoyearS) upon love in a cottage. S^fi 
bore up against the dullness of retirement 
with some degree of reaolutiout and ne&ted 
what happiness she could conoect with her 
situation, not on the feelings of her heeft^ 
but on the different pictures t^at novelists 
had giv^n of hove and solitude. 

*• Her dearest Henry was as little cori)- 
tented with his situation as herself ;~-hie 
had long been tired of tracing true Inverts 
knots in snow, during the winter, and 
crowning his Myrtilla's hair with diaplets 
of wild flowers, during the fairer seasons cf 
the year : and as the relations of his wife 
were inflexible, and she wanted three years 
of legal maturity, he was determined to 



leave her io the care of an old aunt, and 
take a reviving peep into the world at. 
large. But the unexpected death of an 
elder brother fortunately put an end to this 
plan of operations: his consequent sue* 
cession to a goodestate reconciled his wife's 
relations to their marriage, arul furnished all 
the means of figuring in the world, which 
was so suited to . tlie dispositions of them 
both. 

** The hurry of pleasure, and the novelty 
of fashionable life, tobk her, at once, from 
her favourite studies ; and, except while iier 
hair was dressing, she seldom looked into a 
book. But a life of pleasure is a life of 
expense, and Henryjs fortune sut&b<$neaib 
the demands which elegant dissifation 
made upon it. tlr, however, possessed 
the resolution to retire in tirpetohiscoun- 
try residence, in order to pursue a plan of 
qeconomy, which pr^iwrised; in a very few 
years, to re-establish his affairs, 

" MyrtiHa, amidst th« pleasures of the 
capital, having conceived an absolute horror 

TOL. II. N 
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al every, idea of sequestered life, heaved 
a bitter sigh, and shed a flood of tears^ as 
her coach drove from the door of an ele- 
gant town- house which she was to inhabit 
no more. 

" * .Dry your tears, my love/ said Henry, 
• they do not become you. We have sacri- 
ficed sufficiently to pleasure ; let us now pay 
our adorations to reason. I shall amuse my- 
self in the cultivation and the improvement 
of my estate, and you must employ your time 
in the instruction of your mind. London 
has known you as a beauty; and, on your 
return, it shall afford you equal admiration 
as -a woman of superior understanding.' 
Amid all her afflictions she was flattered 
at this idea; and on her arrival in the 
country, prepared herself for studious em- 
ployments. 

^^ She began her studies with Clelia, 
Cassandra, and the elder romances, pursued- 
her course along the fairy ground of senti-. 
iDent, so beautifully disposed by Richard- 
son; and continued her literary route 
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through all the various paths in whith his 
miserable imitators seduce the incautious 
mifnd to forget itself. 

" Her brain being thus stored with every 
tender and heroic sentiment, and adorned 
with all the high-wrought pictures of happy 
or wretched life; she took the lead in the 
conversations of her neighbourhood, — kept 
'squires in order, — and made vicars silent 
by her powerful elocution. Enamoured 
of that genius which could work such won- 
ders in the country, she began to languish 
for the moment when she could unveil her 
talents to the assemblies of the capital, and 
turn the envy which had been formerly 
levelled at the beauty of her person, to 
the superior powei'S and brilliance of her 
mind. 

" At this period her husband was at- 
tacked with a fever, caught by frequently 
visiting a sick tenant, which in a few days 
consigned him to the tomb: — Thus $\\e 
became a widow with a large jointure, and 

without restraint. 

N 2 
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<* As 9oom^ therefore, as the dirgbs dne, 
and aad array of her dear Henry would 
admit, she set off for London^ and emgnged 
m those societies which afibrded her an 
opportunity of eoterit^ on the career 
of her ambition. Bot among men of 
science, and women of the world, her 
high-flown 'rhapsodies gained no credit; 
and with every prepossession in her own 
favouri she could not but perceive that she 
was an object of ridicule instead of ap- 
plause. 

** Thus was her ardour of becoming con- 
spicuous severely checked ; but it was by 
no means suppressed ; and observing that 
many persons whose understandings she 
held to be very inferior to her own, made 
no inconsiderable figure, by boldly attack- 
ing common opinions, and haranguing 
against religion itself, under the guise of 
destroying vulgar prejudices, she was deter- 
mined to commence unbeliever ; and had 
already begim to read some of the most 
fashionable deistical. writers ; when, in di9- 



putlog within artful methodiat clergymiin» 
he so contrived to work upon hiHi vanity 
apd animate her sensibility, th^t her super- 
structureof infidelity W9s at onee destroyecf, 
and she ia now become a boasted disciple of 
the tabernticl^. Her fortune gives her 
there the ipost flattering consequence ; her 
enthusiasm, is also warmed by the mo«t 
elevating ob)eoft> ; apd the i<tea of being 
canonissed w a ^aioty makes her ample 
amends for having been ^e^isf d m h Wit/' 

*< This {s, I preaqme» a religioii; quar- 
ter of the town,*" said Oop Clepfas } '^ for 
in the very next house there is a t^i0 4 iiH$ 
which seems also to be of a devotional teq- 
4ency : — For the gentleman whom I sec 
engaged in reading to a lady, appears, by 
his habit, to be an ecclesiastic 1 and, from 
the gravity of her appearancCi I should 
suppose that she is giving h^r attention tp 
ft discourse on som^ subject of fi pioqa 
nature/* 

** You are perfectly right/ anawcrefl 
. A^mod^m 5 " and th* Ofc^t^m of |bis k^ 



I 
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ture will furnish you with a very ridiculous 
example of professional vanity. 

" You must know then, that this good 
lady is very lately recovered from a severe 
illness, which her physician, who is of the 
first eminence, pronounced to be irrecover- 
able; and this excellent clergyman, who is 
a famous, popular preacher, in order to 
afford the last proof of gratitude to his 
patroness had prepared a sermon full of 
eloquence and eulogium, to grace her 
funeral. But nature contrived, somehow 
or other, to disappoint the expectations of 
both the medical and theological doctors ; 
and the lady's recovery rendered useless 
this laboured specimen of posthumous adu- 
lation. 

•* The anxious divine, however, who is 
too proud of his favourite composition, to 
let it remain entirely unknown, has waited 
upon the lady who is the subject of it, to 
inform her of its history, and to request 
the favour, since she is alive, tohearallthe 
fine things he intended to have said of her, 
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\m case she had been dead. Curiosity has 
induced her to yield to his importunity, and 
you may discover, by the occasional simper 
on her countenance, and the frequent ap- 
plication of her fan to it, what she thinks 
of the solemn flattery of the discourse, and 
the silly vanity of the author of it. When 
he has finished the business, he will desire 
her acceptance of it ; and, as soon as he 
has taken his tea, and taken his leave, this 
pompous oration, which was intended to 
consign her so honourably to the tomb, 
will, in Return, be complinnented with .a 
Roman funeral :r--for she will instantly 
throw it into the fire. 

** In the house to the right,'* continued 
the Demon, " there is another t^te a tete, 
for your Lordship's observation. Those 
good people, however, have nothing to do 
with sermons, or forms af prayer, or ma- 
nuals of spiritual devotion ; — their study js 
confined to that description of hieroglyphics 
which are exhibited in a pack of cards.-7- 
It is a gentleman and his lady, who are. 
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this evening, engaged to an assembly, and 
are preparing themselves by the practice 6f 
a few secret manoeuvres, to make the party 
a matter of profit as well as pleasure. The 
history of these people will not prove un- 
entertainirig, and I shall therefore request 
you to favour it with your attention. 

*^ Mrs. B. ■ is of a respectable 

family, had a genteel fortune, and was mar- 
ried at an early age^ to an amiable man, 
who has a very profitable place in one of 
• the public offices, with the inconie of which 
they might support themselves, not only in 
real comfort, but moderate elegance, did 
not the love of cards absorb all other ob- 
jects, and not only induce her' to risk 
sumis which her situation will not admit of 
losing, but render her wholly inattentive to 
that (economy, without which, wealth it* 
self must melt away. Her husband was 
not originally fond of card- table diversions, 
but to preserve peace, and render his life 
quiet, he has assimilated himself with all 
the habits of play : He is also troubled with 



t]:^ torturing aniciety for the gains of it ; 
so ^tiat his leisure hours, which used to be 
^employed in literary amusements, are no^ 
.wholly flevoted to the demon of gaming. 

" This infatuated woman employs all the 

tjhpAights of the morning upon the party to 

JKvhich she is epgaged in the evening. If 

that i$ fixef[}; sh^ is happy ; if it is doubtfgil^ 

jsk^ is 4nxiQ4s ; but if it cannot by any 

means be ^rangpd, she is miserable, fr^Cs* 

jtiou^ a^d inipler^le; so jLhat when the un* 

Sjuccessful run of ^ few nights has reduced 

,^ir finances, and a few days secession from 

.J?}?y WQul4 h^ve been very .convenient tp 

h^ exchequer, — l>er husband has often* 

tijg^e^ sent spm^e of hi^ pl^te to a pawa- 

broj^er, ip; order tp accommodate the nece&* 

.s»ry supply, r^er than puffer the ilU 

humow^ yiplenqe^ and cruel reproache;^ 

.yjixth which ^e never fails tQ be harassed^ 

.whpn the eyeping passes away without hejp 

;f4yourite 9fl().u6em^nt, 

" It may,iri4ee;4, 1^ obseryed that, in the 
.>Usif)esftjpf igWWfe ^herc. is » tij)ne Jio mfk 

N 3 
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and a time to lose, and though these peo- 
ple may be sometimes distressed by loss, 
they must also be sometimes enriched by 
gain. This frequently happens to them ; 
and if the gains were wisely applied to sup- 
ply what may have been lost, — the incon- 
venience arising from the card-table might 
not, at the year's end, be of any material 
consequence : but thfs woinan, when she 
wins, indulges herself in every extrava- 
gance, and when she loses, intrudes upon 
the fund that ought to support her family, 
to supply her wants ; so that unless fortune 
is very favourable indeed, she will, in the 
'end, bring down ruin on herself and the 
worthy, doting man to whom she is united. 
It is a happy circumstance that she has no 
children, or they might be sacrificed to the 
ruling passion of their unnatural mother. 

** But the mere loss of money which 
may be dissipated at play, though a very 
considerable evil, does not form the worst 
part of the business: Mrs. B— is suf- 
fering consequericesof araore alarming na- 
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tiire ; for every amiable disposition she once 
possessed is departing from her, and her 
personal charms are fading apace into pre- 
mature deformity. The agitations of play 
have effected her mind, her manners, and 
her beauty ; indeed, it is not possible for 
them to resist the continual fever of her 
spirits. If she loses, she is sleepless with 
vexation ; if she wins, the emotions of joy 
keep her awake ; and half the day is pass- 
ed in that sleep which the anxious vigils of 
the night have banished from her eye-lids* 
" Another inconvenience, and of a na- 
ttire equally injurious and disgraceful, which 
results from this passion, is the promiscu^ 
ous company that frequent her house to 
assist her in the indulgence of it; for as a 
love of card amusements^ and a purse 
equal to their demands, are the principal 
qualifications she requires in her society, a 
very motley troop of figures may be sup- 
posed to adorn it. Indeed, many of htr 
most respectable friend -i have ceased to ex- 
pose themselves to the m»^rtific»ition of be- 
ing treated with neglect on account of their 
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intUsposition to the card- table, and frequeat 
her house no more. They had long fomid 
themselves treated with coolness, vhile ill- 
bred, insolent, and well-dressed characters 
were received by her with open arms, and 
favoured with the most cordial attentions, if 
thev did but discover a readiness to form 
those parties which produce the wretdied 
happiness of her life. 

** In short, whoever or whatevier will 
contiibute to her favourite amusement, js 
not only preferred to the man of virtue, 
the woman of elegance, or tlie faithful 
friend, but is permitted to indulge in iami* 
liarity, or practise insolence with patient 

, submission. An old gentleman, who is 
her near relation, and intended tp have left 
her his whole fortune, has given her i^ for 
ever, from the mdeness with which he was 
treated by her, in order to ofier her adula* 
tions -to a nian who had neither character, 

. consequence, nor manners, but whose 
money she hoped to win. 

<^ Another circumstance is yet behind, 
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vhich forebodes consequences of a still 
more unpleasant nature. When impelled 
^ i)y temporary distress^ or the fear of losing 
when they had no money to pay, this 
wretched woman has persuaded her comply* 
uig husbwd to consent to the previous ar- 
rangements of signs and tokens, by which 
they might insure success. This business 
has been carried on for a considerable time, 
very much to their advantage; but sonje 
have discovered the signals, and others be- 
gin to suspect that they practise thes^ arts 
which degrade them to the level of com- 
mon pickpockets. The consequences that 
may fpUow are pf an alarining nature ; bpt 
the love of play, when indulged to excess, 
is incorri^gible ; it deadeos the feelings of 
humanity, — absorbs every idea of justice, 
and ends in a total annihilation of every 
virtuous principle. 

** This miserable woman beg^n by be- 
ing a dup€i, and she is on th^ point of con- 
jpludiQg with all the qualities of a sharper. 
la a Viery short tinne, she will w^nt npU)ipg 
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but a beaky talons, and plumage, to beconie 
a bird of prey/' 

" This selfsame gambUng/ said Don 
Cleofas, ** is, I believe, a most delicions 
vice, for promoting the interests of your 
confraternity/' ^' I am most ready to ac- 
knowledge,-' answered, the Demon, *' that 
it is a very -principal support of our consti- 
tution; and incFea^es'^the population of 
our country nvore than Jhe aggregate in- 
fluence of all the other human vices. Bat 
this is not a time for moralizing, and .1 
shall recommend you to defer that agreeable 
business to a future period, when you may 
have leisure to reflect on the variouis scenes 
which it is my present office to discover to 
you. In order to contimie the course of 
them, you must transfer your attention to 
the house whose upper windows are adorn- 
ed with pots of flowering shrubs. It is a 
lodging house, and we will begin with the 
upper story, where you may see an elegant 
young clergyman, who is just entering the 
room, as smart as the canon- law will sa£- 
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fer him; lie is just retuftfed from dining 
With a^Dbbleman who is his patron, and is 
hastening to undress himsdf, to pay a visit 
to a little harlot, with whom' he made an 
assignation this morning in Kensington- 
gardens. He hasj however, the merit of 
decency in the business, for you will shortly 
*see as complete a tranisfprmation in 'his 
•apartment, as you ever saw on the theatre. 
The sabje suit will be covered with a long 
riding-coat,^ — 'his silk stockings will be lost 
in boots, — his cane will be changed into a 
whip, and his fine beaver into a round 
hat/' 

** The metamorphosis is already so com- 
. pfete,'* said Don Cleofas, ^* that his father, 
were he to meet him, would not know his^ 
son : but now, he has covered his welt- 
dressed head with a brown wig, I realty 
doubt were he to look in the glass, whether 
he would know himself. Among his other 
qualifications," answered Asmodeus, ^' he* is 
a good historian, and remembers that some 
&f the most distiBguished persons among 
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the Romans, when they wUhed tp Qfiy>y 
any liitliQ acheme incogoi^o^ ^Iwayis app|M34 
to the disguising md of a periwig. 

However, ' coi>tipt>e4 the DeaiQn^ V a# 
h^ reverence has spJIied forth fr pipi b|S 
chamber, you will be so kipd ^ to list y<H)r 
eyes descend to tlie ^p^rlmefit beneath iU 

^^ I Sjee a lady thene," ^id Don Qeo^si^ 
'^ to »il appearance ^^ry busily engs^gsnd 19 
writing**' '^ And it i^/' i^tesryplbed ^Aa- 
modeu^, (< on a 6^b)§Qt ^ singi^lar im- 
portance. 

^^ That 9pi^I^ person iy ^p^ of th^ 
peevish class of animals called old maids: 
she is now noar ferty, and liv^ with Jier 
father till he died, whi^h w^ ^bput thre^ 
months figp. Thoj\;igb she is no^ ugly, and 
has a very genteoL fortijine, ^le h(SLS. pre- 
served, to m^ an ^dy^anged period^ jtbp 
boastf^ state q( virgin glory. Fro^ the 
age of sisUee^ ,she h^ ?iway8 professed ^ 
inost violent aversi(^i to jthe other sex.???- 
* Ther^ was .Qptih^iig in the world ^Ir^ hated 

SQ nojacb as tfee ffleo ; thpy ymp jth^in^jjit 
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odious beings in the creation; nothing 
but deceit, falsehood, vice, and every 
thing that is bad, was to be found among 
them/ — Such were her constant declara- 
tions for upwards of twenty years, and th^ 
really prevented her from being well mar- 
ried, again and again : for some foolish 
men believed her to be sincere in these 
agreeable opinions, and, of course, turned 
away from her; while others, who were 
better acquainted with the female heart, 
considered a woman who was thus always 
raiting against the men, to be the most 
likely of all others to play a slippery trick, 
with the first that came conveniently in her 
way. So that many of these horrid creii* 
tures used to smile whenever she repeated 
her favourite declaration ; that as soon as 
her father died, she would retire into the 
country, and see no more of them. Her . 
father, as I have already told you, is now 
dead, and the antiquated virgin is actually 
preparing to execute her resolution, by 
retiring into the country ;— but it will be 
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with John, her handsome young footman, 
to whom she is now writing a letter, to 
break the proposal to him. 

" The lady on the ground floor/' con- 
tinued the Demon, *' is of a very diffe- 
rent disposition/ "So I perceive,'' an- 
swered Don Cleofa* ; " she is not such a 
fool as to be always railing against the. men 
in public, and always longing for one of 
them in private. Though . she appears, 
also, to be a little advanced in life, there 
is something or other about her, but whe- 
ther personal charms or personal property, 
I do not pretend to determine, that c^lls 
forth the most attentive assiduities of the 
gentleman who is now paying his court to 
her." 

. " Ah, my gopd friend/ replied Asmo- 
deus, ** your conjecture, though rather 
positively delivered, does not possess a solid 
foundation. Neither love, mauriage, nor 
amorous intrigue, have any thing to do in 
the business^ I assure }0u. The lady is 
a patient of her visitor's, who is a doctor.. 
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•She is the wife of a country 'squire, and 
having, for some time past, taken it into 
her head to fancy herself very ill, her hus- 
band, whose life was rendered unhappy by 

* 

her complaints, has dispatched her to town, 
in order to consult the London physicians. 
On her arrival here, she sent for one of 
'the most eminent of them ; who, iafter 
several visits, was so imprudent as to tell 
-her, that if she had any disorder, he did 
-not possess sufficient sagacity to discover it, 
:but that it was his firm belief, she had no 
disorder at all ; and advised her, if she 
wished to continue in her presentexcellent 
!«tate of health, to quit L«ondon without 
.delay, and return to the air and exercise of 
the country. Convinced of his ignorance, 
and offended at his impertinence, she pre- 
sented him with a farewel fee, and imme* 
diately dispatched her servant for a Quack, 
whose advertisement she had that very 
morning read in the newspapers. 
. . *' This scientific practitioner, no sooner 
saw his patient, than, with a superior 
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penetration^ which the regular disciple of 
the college was so nnforiunate as not to 
possaess, he discovered, at a glance^ a great 
variety of disorders^ and accompanied bis 
discovery with a positive promise that they 
should all be very shortly removed. This 
Artful fellow sees her foible, and flatters it ; 
gives her a few nauseous drugs, that can do 
her no harm, tells her the chitchat of the 
town, amuses her every evening at her 
tea-table with nonsense and scandal^ and re- 
vives a very handsome fee for his pains : 
while she mistakes the cunning of his con* 
duct for a superior skill in his professioD, 
which he will continue to exercise till he 
suspects her piu'se to be almost emptied ; 
he will then dismias her to the country, 
in as good a state of health as when she 
left it." *^ And which, considering bis 
profession/' said Don Cleofas^ ^' is saying 
a great deal in his favour. But is it not 
astonishing, that in this enlightened na- 
tion, empiricism should not only get breadj. 
but wealtli ?'* 
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^Mf there were not^ols in all ooan tries,** 
an^viiered Ascnodeos, '' how coeid the 
knaves in them ^contrive to live? Bat 
you should reflect, at the same time, that 
though quackery is always contemptible, the 
professors of it are frequently amusing. 

•* I must now, however,*' continued As- 
modeus, '* intreat you to condescend so far 
as to look into the kitchen apartment, 
wliere jou will see the master and mi^tresf 
cfhatting over a comfortable dish of tea. 
Their descent to the basement- story, is a 
mark of their prosperity, for then all their 
lodgings are let ; but you will, and with 
some reason, think it is a very great dis- 
grace to the government of this country, 
that a brave officer, who has bled for it, 
should be reduced to connect prosperity 
with a circumstance that degrades him. — - 
during the last war he performed wonders 
in the ship of which he was fir€t lieute- 
nant; but the honours he acquired were 
borne away from him by his captain, who 
was immediately advanced for that service, 
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which Vas, in fact, performed . by this neg- 
lected oificer. Several years ago he mar- 
ried the daughter of a clergyman, who 
had been his schoolmaster, and had left 
her in very great distress. Having got 
a few hundred pounds prize-money, they 
furnished the house in which you now 
see them ; and, by letting it out in lodg^ 
ings, are enabled, with the pittance of his 
half- pay, to live with decency, and in 
humble comfort — These good people have 
a son, a. very promising boy, whom they 
have determined to put out as an appren- 
tice to the trade of a shoemaker, in which 
industry and integrity will get him a for- 
tune, instead of breeding him up in his 
father's profession, where the greatest merit 
too often passes without reward, if it can- 
not procure the favour of some powerful 
patron to protect and advance it/' 

*' This is a melancholy consideration,*^ 
said Don Cleofas; ** I am, however, called 
from the humane sympathy it occasions, 
by a very lovely woman in. the adjoining 
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}i6use^ who is surrounded with all the dif- 
ferent purveyors of female elegance. — 
What may be the particular occasion of all 
this bustle of milliners, mantua makers, 
and perfumers, remains for you to explain, 
for I do not at all understand either the 
reason or the folly of it." 

** She is a country lady," answered As- 
modeus, " and within a very short time 
was as amiable as she is handsome ; but a 
metamorphosis, as sudden^ and almost as 
strange as any you have read in Ovid, has 
taken place in every faculty of her mind. — : 
Her whole nature has undergone a very 
singular change, and her dispositions have 
taken a turn that threatens to poison her 
happiness. If her husband does not exert 
a degree of resolution, which men cannot 
always call forth, when the pleasure of a 
beloved object is in question, she will re- 
duce him to inevitable ruin. 

"She is the wife of a Country gen- 
tleman, of good fortune, in a distant 
county ; and about six weeks since acoom- 
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panied him to town, on business vvhidi 
required his personal attendance. He 
loves her almost to idolatry, and slie has, 
till this jcmrney, conducted herself in sdch 
a manner as to deserve his ardent affec- 
tion, as well as to insixre, if possible, an in- 
crease of it. 

*' On her arrival in town, she contented 
herself with common amusements, and 
tliought not of any thing more than the 
necessary expenses of the capital : she was 
fearful of launching intq any extravagance, 
and looked back, from time to time, with 
a wishful anxiety, to the rural beauties 

• 

^nd tranquil comforts of her own home. 
But, as it were, . in a moment, she was 
seized with the contagbn of tiashion ; 
elated by the consciousness of dignity, and 
hurried by an irresistible impulse into all 
the folly, affectation, and extravagance of 
modish life. 

" Her original idea of expense in this 
journey to town, was a moderate quantity 
of new clothes, — some little fashionable 
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decorations, — a few trifling presents for 
her country friends, — and the new paint- 
ing of the post-chaise. — But how are these 
moderate intentions of prudence and good 
sense perverted ! — Her apartment is filled, 
as you see, from morning till night, with 
mercers, dressmakers, and milliners; — 
she has hired a French maid, — ordered a 
new post-coach, — given directions for ele- 
gant liveriesj — and has sent an express 
command into the country to have the fa- 
mily-pew, in the parish- church, fitted up 
with every decoration of which it is sus* 
ceptible. In short, her mind is occupied 
at present with nothing but finery and 
parade. The post-chaise and pair, which 
brought her and her husband to town, will 
convey her servants into the country : — 
she will precede it in her new coach and 
four, exulting in the expectation of 
astonishing the neighbourhood with her 
unexpected splendour. But her new- 
fangled ambition has still other objects; 
for instead of practising those duties, and 
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exercising that demeanour, which have ren« 
dered her life happy, and made her cha- 
racter beloved ; she glories in a design that 
she has formed of introducing folly, fashion, 
and luxury, into the circle of her provincial 
acquaintance. 

" As every effect must proceed from 
tome cause, be it what it may, you will 
very naturally inquire from what strange 
fascinating circumstance this transforma^ 
tioti has proceeded: it is a very simple 
one indeed;— but bo it is: — ^the lady'8 
husband, who is high sheriff for the county 
in which he lives, came up to town to 
present an address to the King, and has had 
the misfortune to be dubbed a Knight.*' 

*^ In the very next house/' said Don 
Cleofas, ** I observe a gentleman, who 
seems to possess a similar disposition ; and, 
if one may judge from the quantity of 
trunks and other packages with which his 
apartment is occupied, he may be supposed 
to have been preparing himself, also, to 
make a figure in the country." 
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•** The country, which he is about to 
visit,'' answered Asmodeus, " will require 
a six months' voyage to take him to it.-' — 
He is a younger brother of a good family, 
who, among other elegant propensities, has 
been much attached to the gaming table : 
however, he was, but a few months since, 
such a favourite of fortune, as, in a very 
short time, to have won so large a sum las 
seventy thousand pounds. 

" At this moment his best friends inter- 
fered, — advised him, in the most earnest 
manner, to bid adieu to gaming society, 
and not risk the affluence h^ had attained 
by any future hazard, — but to make it the 
source of elegant establishment and real 
comfort: — His evil genius, however, re- 
sisted their counsels, and he resolved to 
continue to play,'and follow up his good for- 
tune till his gains amounted to one hundred 
thousand pounds: — but, in putting this 
infatuated resolution ihto practice, he lost 
all he had already won, and became in- 
volved, into the bargain, for more than he 
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was able to pay; His friends, therefore, 
have exerted their last efforts in fitting 
him out for the East-Indiesy and he will 
depart to-morrow with a determined reso* 
lution to return with a fortune superior 
to that which he has won and lost, — or to 
return no more.'* 
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